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> Oburch the preparation cf 


and the ſolcinnizacion it felfe; he. 
fron of bypeerites and tempe 
ly and protiably, withthe 
: ticfilaryſes ferfocrhs, 


Wherevato'i is Annexed' an © 
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company of Dhapin in 


| * Conentry , his very good be- 
nefattors, peace and 


proſperitie. 


rYE=x F wee diy 2nd 
6; Jy, j diligently as we 
>>, ought ( men, 

brethren & fa- 
thers, ) confi- 
der & obſerue, 

Gods v nlpeake- 
able mercy & goodneſle rowards 


our Engliſhnation; not onely i it 
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{ſuch vncomparable peace and} +3 
jo pogy aboue other countries E: . V 2 
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S [eminently.) in the pure and pub- | 
Fe like preaching ot Chriſt his ble(- | 
E > ſcd Goſpell,in ſo many places and 
pariſhes. VWee cannot but iudge [: I 
and acknowledge our ſelues to be 
highly be'onued , and admirably 
bleſſed of Almighty God . Bur | | 
contrariwiſe;-tt wee. marke and | 
take notice of the merucilous i | 
abuſes of our peace and proſpe- | | 
ritie, the exceeding contempt of 1. 
$2 JArtes and gocd learning , and 
==> (that, which moſt aggrauaterh 
=: Tour indgement) the generallneg-| +» 
9 He&ot piety, and rhe horrible hy-| 
2 [pocrifieof many in the profeſſion | -- 
3. of fncere religion, and withall j 
WE -- {callto remembrance the ſundrie | 
T-+and fearctull ( if not ominous,)| Fi 
+ {warnings and indgements that | ! 
God hath inflicted vpon vs in | 
+ theſe few laſt yeares , wee then 


E22> Thauc tuft cauſe ro feare, that God 
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hath reſerued vs to ſome more 
dangerous plagues , and that hee 
will by degrees ſtrip and deprine 
vs of all his mercies, Wherefore 


leaſt wee ſhould take oner-muchl 


offence art the prophanefle and 
hypocriſie of the mvltitude, and | 
hereby faile and ſhrinke in'our 


holy courſes and exerciſes of, 


| godlineſſe,or elſe ſhould deceiue 


| our owne {ou'es, becauſe wee re- 


—— — 


- , th 


| tage,a {mall ock,one of a Trib 


teine an outward forme and pro- 
feſſion of holineſſe , and: becauſe 


our outward tranquillitie-& haps | 


pineſle yet continueth:t'vo points 
and conclufions muſt heedfully 
be conſidered of vs. Firſt,that the 
number of ſincere Chriſtians and 
vndiſſembling Goſpellers,is very 
rare : they are in compariſon of 


| them that periſh, but a remnant,a 


zleanins atter the harueſt or vin- 
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and twoofa Citie. The truth of 
this aſſertion moſt euidently ap- 
peareth in the time of any gene- Nl 
rall Apoſtacie and perſecution, th 
1.Reg.19.14.Apoc:12.ver.5.and 
> pg 3.Ver.7.and8.and | . | 
ſhall be made maniteſt to all the 
world, at Chriſt his ſecond com: | 
ming,when he ſhal ſcarcely finde 
ſauing faith vpon the earth, Luke. 
I8,ver.7.8. Therfore we may not | 
define and meaſure the truth of 
| religion by the eſteeme and prac- | 
tiſe of the erring multitude, bur |  \ 
wee muſt make Gods word the 
onely rule and rouchſtone of our 
faithandlife . Secondly, tor the 1 
=: ,- auoiding and preuenting of hy- 
4P I which maketh vs odious 
© bothto God and men, wee muſt | \ 
L © inotſomuch (in a curious humor) 4 4 
2 |defire to know ſtrange myſteries, 
&-as to know that which moſt con- | 
© NOM cerneth | 
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cerneth vs, andto make a good | 
vic and apply of our knowledge." 
Againe, wee muſt in all our ati- | 
ons and profeſſion of religion, 
propound to our ſelucs no fini- 
ſter ends. As for example, wee | 
| muſt not intend gaine bur god-| 
| linefſe , not credit amongſt men 
| (onely ) but the gloric of God; 
| not policie, but piety, and not | 
. the aduancing of our outward 
' ſtate, but the amendment of our | 
| lives , and the faluation of our | 
| ſoules ;and hereby we ſhall nota- | 
| x4 and vnfallibly diſtinguiſh our | 
| ſelues from all hypocrites what- | 
| focuer, Laſtly, we muſt with the 
| woman in the Apocalzps, cloath 
| pur ſelues withthe ſunne of righ- 
ok ſneſſe,and tread the Moone, 
thatis, all changeable and trani- 


torie things vnder our feote,and| 


| wee muſt with the wiſe Vir es | 
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Whiles it1s the time of grace.,and 
the day ot ſaluation, Prouide our 
ſelues of the oyle of true faith, 
get the garment of true holineſle 
and keepe it vndefiled ; and io! 
hope and patience waite long,and 
with for, the ſecond comming of 
Chriſt,waen the mariage (hall be | 
eternally folemnized betweene | 
the Bridegroome and vs in the 
higheſt heauens. This doing we 
ſhall be happy and bleſſed here 
Lin hope and beginning, and after 
this mortall life ended, in att and 
perfection . .And .becauſe, next| 
'ynto the ſacred miniſtery of the| 
word, and the ſpirituall exerciſes 
of Chriſtians, the publiſhing of 
ſound and elaborate treatiſes,are 
aſmegular helpe and furtherance, 
4hberevnto, I, (inthe mediocritie 
of my $kill ) for the direftion of 
£2 |choſc that be well diſpoſed, hane | 

_ EM | Ccom- 
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compiled and framed this ſmall | 
worke . Morcouer, becauſe the 

| argument of it fo fitterh your af- | 

| fections, being (generally) men 
of religion and conſcience, & in« | 
ſtrumEts of t g00d,8& beckals your., 
liberal kindneſlſe & long continu- | 
ed benefic ence hath bin ſoamply | | 
| extende dto me, I doe moſt WEL 
| bly and denoutly dedicate it vnto | 
you all ; moſt ſubmiſſinely , be- 
| | ſeeching you courtcouſly to ac- 
| Cept of it, and to vſe it for your 
| | editcatio! ck and comfort. In aflu- 
* | redexpectation whereof, I here 
| take my leaue, 

, The GOD of heauen', and 
i Father of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
remember in goodnefle all your 
(kindnefles {hewed to his houſe, 
and vnto ſo many of his ſeruants, 
fill you with all wiſedome-and}+. 
—_— a . ma 


——— 
——O—— 
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The Epiſtle Ded:catory. 
you fruitefull in all good workes, 
proſper you in this warld , and 
"make you euerlaſtingly bleſſed 

m the world to come. 

Amen. 


Conentry. 1[anu.1608. 
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Your worſhips in 


all duty to command, 
Thomas Drax. 
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ſimo viro Domino Hirtono ſacre 
Theologie Dottort , Conentrie Ar+ 
chidiacono & Michaelis CC= 
clefie paſtori vigilantiſ/mo, 


x eigny Kai whey, 


natum weor um or- 


dinem, inſtſ[imis de 


Ax | alutare auſus fim; 


70% Commiuttenaun 
putani,vt te(vir vere obſernande)menm 
| fngularem Patronum (5 perueterem 4+ 
micum dTeTgWmror preterirens, Malo 
GI1HY imporeunics quam ingrarns videri, 
t& libellull eftbul(l licet menus decore,) 


tillem imminuere. Huc addatur etiam, 


Venerabil: & Doatiſ-| 


Wm totum & bene- | 
ficentiſſimin Mace» | 


Ml cares, compellare &f | 


aliquid adticere, quan de officio meo tans | - 


P 


ofunps 


magnain eccleſia , cnifind oa. 
ritas , & tis indicii nox tam exuiſri| 
| quam candidi mas” , me (2 


| quod argumenti v/1u preſtantia, tha | © - 


- 
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_— OO ————— C ——— 


< jrvitum) ad te alloqu-? :A1m8 finds 
11144 tant ,  $0C:TE4 P14 Clinm dignt- 
"ati, :4g, meri'i{[uno , has meas quales- 
arg, comme -tationes,confecro dearcaog,, 
Fe ideo (wbicit;ſune & demi/ [ime oro, 
ren 7 optrmam partem mterpreters, 
$1,499 A orga me berenolentiam retmeas 
& confirmes, Sed de tus propitie volun- 
rats proven ſome equagiiam dubitars 5 
guia 7 zolc flaw elſe nol hic ſane dicenat, 
47 te diligendi finen numquam fact, 
s | Chri tus opt: Mx: paſtorum princeps,te 
guam diutiſſime Fifth 7 vigentens 
b4-x/vowy TT.” ſacrum mi i/termm 
profperet , twam ecc/e/irſticamp prefeitu- 
ran dirigatteg, tandems ſunma F (an- 
<4 (ta ſene tute confe ham , im {empuerne 
| Hi . (- uttradins porrum + parad [roms per- 
L4kcar. 


E Couentriz, Ian.r. 1608. 
4: 
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3 Semaies Thomas Drax. 


The Lambes Snoule, 
or the Heauenly Bride. 


Math, 25.19, 

Ana they that were re. tidy went wy 
him to the we adn 'g , 4nd the oat 
WA4s ſbut. 


\ Vc Saviour ChrifF 
the onely head & 
Bride-groome' of 
the Cawch , ha») 
K uing in the for= 
"4 1 mer part of this] 

Een allegorie, vader 

the metaphorical & borrowed termes 
of Wiſe Virgeas , that were inwardly} 


called, furniſhed with ſauing faich andF. 
godlineſſe, and watchfully expedted 1 LE 
his comming : and ynder che appclia» He's: 1s 


tion of Fool: virgins, that were 


- 
_—_ 
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ITED. 
cntes and temporizers, called onely ny 
outwardly,and contenting themſelues| > 


wick the outward profeſſi 10N and blaze I 
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The Lambes Spouſe,” | 


of faith and godlinefle ,the pith and 
ſubſtance whereof they wanted , deſ- 
cribed and depainted ynto vs the eſtate 
{and condition of the viſible Church, 
| (wherein amongſt the belceuers are 
ntermingled hypocrits,and onely ſee- 
mivg Chnſtians ) he doth in this tenth 
verſc ſer downe their contrary cuents 
and iudgements:. for the Wiſe Virgins, | 
the fincere and vndifſembling Chrilti- | 
ans went with Chriit to the weadmg,that 
is, they were recciued into heaven, & 
vntothe immediate fellowſhip & pre- 
fence of Chriſt, but the fooliſh virgins, 
$ | [voide and deſtitute of iuftifying faith 
6 | and inward holineſſe,vere ſhut out,that | | 
| is, debarred from entring into the | | 
+ kingdome of heauen,and conſequent- | 
' fly adiudged and caſt into hell, Where- | 
ypon our Saujour exhotteth all men to | 
watch, and carefully to waite for his | 
comming to iudgement : leaſt being | 
| vnready at fhis comming , they be ſhut | 
out from the heauenly marriage : yn- | 
*. to which dutie they are ſo much more | 
+ toattcnd, becauſe that rhey know ot | 
WES > — the | 
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= po /, { Wyn ly Bride, 


' the day , nor the honre wherein hee will 
, come; Thus much of the dependance 
and order of the text, 
| Now according to the difference 
| and dincrſity of perſons, viz, the wiſe] 
| Virgins, ana the fooliſh, their diuers an 
| difterenr euents and judgements , are 
' to be obſerued and handled, 
| "In the wiſe virgins, three heads or 
points are to be conſidered Firſt their 
contralt with Chrift (in theſe words ) 
wiſe virgins, Secondly,their readinefle 
and] fitnefle thereynto in theſe termes, 
they that nere ready , Laſtly, the con- 
ſummation of the marriage in theſe 
words, Vent with him to the wedding. 
Ofall theſe points I will ſpeakein or- 
| der,and afterwards ( God aſſiſting) pro= 
| 
| 


ceed to propound and handle the moſt 
differenteltate & iudgment of the fog- 
liſh virgins, In the cotract ders points 
| arecontained , As firſt, that ther is 
ſuch a contract betwixt Chriſt andhis 
Church. Secondly,the forme & nature 
of it, Thirdly the benefits & preroga- 
tives of it:laſtly the yſes of the dotrin, £4 
Touch - -_... 


| 


, — 
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Touching the contrac,that theres | 
ſuch a contra&t berweene Chriſt and | 
the Church , it is plaine and demon- 
ſtrable by ſundry places of Scripture, a 
The Lord by the miniſtery of E/q:zas | 
| ahaigpan. whom he ſent vnto Eze- _ 
chizs to comfort him and his people 
again ft the bl: 1p hemies 2nd threat- 
N17 g ip ecches of railing Ravſaheth,the 
feruanc 0 of the King of Aſſur thus fi 
leth and {alutcth the Church. This is 
the word that the Lord hath againſt 
him . The : virgin , the daurhter of Syou 
bath acſþiſea thee Jed Lu7hed thee to 
ſcorne; the danghter of Feruſs tem hath 
ſonken her head. it thee 9-57 22, The | 
{ Church is diſtinguiſhed and adorned YL 
with the title of Virgin, Becauſe-ſhee 
as conſecrated and eſpouſed to God 
alone.and his true worſhip; as a v Irgin 
=: ſraherone!y bridegroome or husbannd. 
op Likewiſe Pſa, 45. 10. Hearken 'O 
== [danghter and conſider & inclinethine 
% ; Jeaxre,, &c. So ſhall the King haue plea» |; 
© [ſure itr thy beauty, for hee is thy Lord 
x ard robs thou him , Heere Solomon 


— 


CY reeeeee eer  e te O  IEEOre CE II I OOnn 
: 
= 
> — 
- 


 —— 


07 dhe brautmly Bride; as 


| \repreſercezh Chril,and King Phoees 

| | daughter that was martied rq him,the, 
' Chytchof the Gentiles clpouſed and 
afhanceg to Chriſt , Thirdly the Lord 

by Haſea ſpeaketh ; [ will marry thee. 
& | unto we for ever, 1 will warry thee unto. 
mee in fairbfwineſe, Hol, 2.19..20., In 

.# | the Canticles, the Church by force of 

| this coueract makethrclaime ro Chiilt, 
| ' faying;;; /4y belowed 15 mine, aud 1 am. 
So by mc, Cant, 2.16, Paul lhewin tis 


who in- pars (miſied by falſe : AI 
began without cauſe to. diltalte hiny, 
maketh this proteliation., / am ira/ers, 
| er youwith a nod!y iealouſie, for [ b 
zh prepared you far one husband r4 pete 
you 4s A pure ung ts Chriſt. 2 r 
r3.2. In the apocalyps the Church is 
| called Virgins that are 20 defied, with 
| women;; Ap0e6.14, 4:.2d tae yowaf 
Wife or Bride. Chap, 1947. 20d Ch ap 
21-2i All thele places euince and 


| cotenaÞ barweeng. Cheriſh (20g the 


yntceigaed affection co the Corixr ans, | 


oF © | Pouſtrare a purituall commation aol + 
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jauthorities,Saint /obymoſt notably & 
manifeſtly in the allegorie of; the Vine 
and the branches, 7h», 15, 1.2.3.4, 
ſhadoweth and ſerteth out ynto ys, 
the nature of the coniunRion, for as 
|rhe Vine doth yeeld and communi» 
| cate fe and nouciſhment to the bran- 
ches,and the branches receive and pare 
take it from the Vine : ſo Chriſt the 
{noble Vine , that hath life in himſelfe, 
and of himſelfe, and that is full of 
grace and truth, doth infuſe and com- 
municate ſpirituall life , comfort and 
a ynto his ſeucrall members z and 

e Church being ingrafred into him, 
draweth and receiueth the ſame from 
{him by the hand and inſtrument of 
| faith, 

Whereas therefore the true Church 
of God , confiſtmg aſwell of jſmarryed 
' | perſons as ynmarried,yea for the grea- 
teſt part in all times and ages of thoſe 
that bee marryed ; thus the holye 
' {ſcriptures, and experience and prac- 
, [tiſe of all pure and holye Churches 


—faigh 


ak 
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faith onely, and firme-hope in Chiift, 
*W and fincere loue; liled by thename} 
þ of Virgins : it ſerueth ro; check and|' 
| F condemne the error of the Church off 
Rome, who from theſe and like places), 
"* Jof Scripture taketh occaſion ,- and 
, would nceds prooue, that virginitie-| 
* and ſingle life, is a ſtate init lelte farte 
mote holy and acceptable before God} 
'thE mariage, yea that it is meritorious 
and a type of the perfection of crer- 
nall life , and here-ypon they forbid 
their Biſhoppes , Prieſts , Deacons,} 
Monkes , Ieſuits,&c, to marry , tolles 
rating notwith(tanding and allowing | 
the Stewes , concubines, harlots, and 
all manner of yncleanneſſe, They vage 
and commend Virginity, with as much 
conſcience and equity , 45 the theefe 
doth cruth, the drunken man ſobriety, 
and the glutton abſtinence , For itis 
notoriouſly knowne to the world , not | 
onely what ynchaſte hearts they carry; 
\ { andin what luſts they burne; but how 
| filthily they live, that amongſt che Je 
| {would beaccoynted the moſtholy:& | _ 
| exquiſite, Ba. But. 
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Bar briefly to refute theirerror, wee 
thus prooue,that virginity.is not a ſtate 
-[morcholy init {elfe before God then 
martriage,much lefſe meritorious, Firtt 
Godin the old Teftament , and Chriſt 
in the New, allowed and permitted 
marriage to Prieſts , Prophets, Patri- 
farkes,Apoliles, Euangeliſts and Mini- 
ſters aſwell as any others, If there had 
|beenc any vnholinefſe in their marti- | 
age,or virginity cftate for them, ſo in- 
comparably better or more neceſſary, 
"God in his wiſedome would haue 0- 
' {cherwiſe ordered it, Secondly, marri- 
azc is honorable in all men,it hath his 
chaſtity , it is for the comfort of man, 
the medicine of incontinence, the 
meane to preſerue the world, and the 
ſeminary of the faithfull,therefore in it 
. | ſelfe not inferiour to a ſingle life, 
Thirdly, if fingle life were ſo holy and 
meritorious a Rate before G OD, as 
they would make it, then all vnmarri- 
. {edperſons ſhould be ſo,Butthe exam- 
ples of 4bſo/on, Adoniah, & Indas,&c. 


* 


eaince the contrarye , re 
"6G F 52 4 


| or the heawenly Bride, 
[ſhould bee withour the leaft tainrof | 
concupiſcence, Thirdly, the Sctiptures 
would auerre and auouch it. Foarthly, 
albeir-virginity and fingle life in times 
of _ perſecution be-more to bt 
[wi cd-;'and more conuenient then 
marriage; yet then Paul rather will 
eth-chat all-men in reſpe& 6f the titre 
preſent were ſuch , then cortimandetch 
andinjoyneth them.1 C#.7.7. Forhe: 
leanerh them to their i6s'+ Attd! 
this 6ccurrence of aflition and erow-| 
ble ,ſremeth to bee »prificipall cauſe 
why Biſhops & Miniſtets fo ſparini 
were matried in the Pfubititre chureh,! 
| for ſome 200. yeates after the les 1-1 
| deceaſe, Laſtly, 1coftieudevirh Safar ot 
( Auguſtin; JMelinseft hawkile comings 
| um,quam-ſuperba vinginlbas, © ' 0 | 
; Secondly, in tht therfie Chitrth) 
is called by thename of Virgiw, inf&! 
ſpe of her ſound faith, td pute a 


feion to Chriſt : wee ate firlt admio-/ 
niſhed hereby to beware of, ace 


ſhunne , as the very plague or 
of our ſoules,the darigerous and dani. 
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Mem emmmetth, 
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pableerrous and herefies of al'Papsfs, 
| Twrkes Anabapriſts , Schiſmatikes, P#- 
gans Ce, For thele like a gangrene & 
cankar eate into & corrupt our ſoules, | 
they put our-the {ight of our ynder- 
Randing and. wound the vitall parts 
of ſpirituall life, Mathew 6.23. 2 Per. 
2.yerl, 2.3, Apoc.13, verſe 7,and 8.2. 
Thefſa.2.yerſ{.9-and 10, 

- Secondly wee mult entirely and. yn- 
| faincdly lowe.Chri/t , Ioh.21, Hee ruſt 
be our louc ag/{pratins faith xoirt® igas 
1 auds traypan, that is that (%riſt his lone 
'{x245 crucified : he alone muſt hae our 
| hearts,Pro,23.ycr,26, | 

| .: We muſt account al things but loſſe 
-and dung. in-compariſon of gayniug 
bim Phil,3.8, Hee is the pretious mar- | 
garite or pearle., wee mult ſell all thar 
we haue to putcha(c it, Mat, 1 3.46, Fi- 


© *»* | nally our love or affeRion to Chriſt, | 


his word and Sacraments muſt bee ſo | 
| feruept,ſo firy-and ſo ychement that ro | 
[water ſbould quexch it, nor the floydes 
1 drowne it, and'we ſhould greatly con- 
'temne al ſubſticein reſpect of ir, Cant, 


\- BG7. ; This 
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This meereth with thoſe that haue a 
forme and ſhew of godlines , yer they 
would ſcrue God and Mammon,two 
corrary maiſters if they be worldlings, 


or if they be licentious,they are eide- | * 


yes patty 1 PLAGH, 1, Lamers of pleaſures 
more then God, Wherfore let vs aucide 
all hipocrific and loue Chriſt hncerely, 
for as Chriſt himſelfe is ample & fin- 
cere in his nature,and in his promiſes, 
loue and workes , towards vs, {alet vs 
labor in ſome good conformity to be» 
haue ard carry our ſclues to him. 
And thus much touching the firſt branch 

viz that there is ſuch a contralt and 

of the wſes of i, 

2. The ſecond point to be confidered 
in this fpiritual c6traR} or yaion,jis the 
definition,nature aud forme of it, 


This contract therfore is that miſtical 
& ſpiritual,yer real & ſubſtancial ynion 
& coniunQion between Chziſt and che 
Church, whereby they are made one 
fleſh,and by ſpecial compaRt $& conſent 
haue right & intereſt one in another, 
yea & abide and dwel one in another, 
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| {bonds'; fintws ,-45 this 'tuturall ou 


| 


j -a he clexing and manifeſtation 
hereof ; tee particulars re: to bee 4 
handled ; fff char this coniunction is 
onelytpmivall nor naturall,or carnall, 
Secondly.,that it is reall add/fubſtan. 
tiall ; #ad lattly thc order and manner 
of icisro becouched, | 

Jt 18 miyficall and ſpiricualt; firſt be- 
cauſe; che:perfons berweene tm it 
isrnade;y=/ Chri/s( as man) and the 
Church militant , are tarce diftant in 
place; 4nd chereſote nxannot bee auy 
naturgl orvarnall coitunttion, 

- Secondly; hecaute the meanes and 


| mhnAbeof working icare ſpiritual, ic] , » 


needs mult be ſpiticualla'fo . Now it 
is wrought Bc effeted mot by nerues, 


jundtiod: berweene the body and the 
ſoules/eauſed ; bur by the fpitic of 
Chrift, which he ſender+ ſt6m heauen 
ifto-v$; midby out faith, fticted yp by | 
his ſpirit; whereby wo fendir vp 2 gaine 
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necay bot 4s fpiritudll; ſorttatiue and 


mitifal®,” Firſt chereforc thar Chritt 
ſenderh) 
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ſenderh his ſpirit intoiys, andthaechg 

fame ſpirit that dwelleth it his mans . 
hood , and fillefh it with all praces [ 

| aboue meaſure, is derived thenceand | | 
dwcellech in all che rrue members}taM} - 

| fing vp and wotking in'vs faith and 
Rrengeht wheteby we apprehen@him; 
loue whereby wee affect tins; and "all 
othte graces. needfull for every: mans 
faluztior , it is pregriately probued by 
thefe- places- of. feripture following; 
ahd the like, He pineth vs of bus ſpirit 
ahi" hereby wts now that he AwHIrth TH | 
vs aid we in himboten 4. £4. Godhiati 

font forch che ſpifit of his ſ6ntitints 
otr hearts which crierh eAdbutachet; 
| Gal/4 6, Laſtlyztie churels is the habi-/ 
far of God. Eph4,12 and eremple 
of God, 1, Cor, 6.19, Secondly out 
faith afcenderh vp" to Chriſt; A&s,7. 
56: doth idcorporae ys 'mmt> him, 
Epheſ, 3, 12.17, aid hereby weeboth 
lie and dwell in hit, Galdth. 2/26, 
| Bur this out faith is ſpiricyall and in- 
uiſible, for wee walke by faith-andinot 
by light, 2, Cor;-4,6, And fairtiisthe 


ground 


a The Lembes Spouſe, | 


d of things:that arc hoped for, 
and-the cuidence of; things which. are 
not ſecne, Heb, 21.1.2. 

ObieF. But ſome perhaps will ob- 
. , | ie,that wee feed ypon Chiiſt 1n the 
Sacrament, we indeed eate his fleſh & 
drinke his bloud, Iohn.6.55.56. Ergo 
our ynion is not ſpirituall.,&c, 

Aznſ.. Albeit, wee nlp cormreory 
and ſubſtantially receive , partake of, 
and eare the elements and outward | 
| ignes, vamely the bread & the wine, 

according to Chrifts inſtitution in me- 

mory and repreſentation of his body 
broken and his bloud ſhed, and yet 
wee receive and feede ypon Chriſt by 
faith , For not cuery one that caterh 
the. bread and drinketh the wine in 
the . Lords ſupper doth feede ypen 
Chriſt, but oncly the true bclecuers; 
who feed of him both in the Sacrame. 
and alſo out the Sacrament as may ap» 
peare,loh.6,17.51. 

Secondly as the Fathcrs in the time 
of the Law did all eate the ſame ſpiri- 
cual meate(that we do)and _ the 

ame 
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ſame ſpirituall drinke, but they didit 
onely by faith , which apprchendeth | 
things to come as preſent, ( for Chriſt 
| was not then incarnate,much lefſe was | 
't he dead, ) cuen {o we recciue and patr- 
take of Chrift, that is ſpiritually by 
faith and nor carnally and ſubſtantial- 
lye , as the Papiſts imagine, 1, Cor. 
10. 3.4 | 
| Thirdly Chriſt ts: now in heauen &| | 
| there contayned , and his body there |lob,6,36. 
| glorified, therfore cannot he be cater 
| carnally, corporally, ſubſtantially , for 
[ hecis many millions of miles diſtant 
hence, Secondly His bedy is impaſſible 
& not ſubieR to any ſuch indignities, 
c Thirdly then «das and all reprebate 
- and wicked men who recciue the | 
Sacrament of Chriſts body and 
bloud, ſhould bee ſaucd , for they that 
| eate of the bread of life line for exer. Joh, 
5.5 7. They that cate his fleſh & drinke 
| |hisblouddwellin him &he inthem,| 
| 3 yer{.56, But they doe not feede 
the bodic 'and bloud of Chriſt be- | 
cauſe they want the mouth and 
| ſtomack l 
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flamiack of faith, to recciue and digeſt 
it;To/n,6.67, 

'\ Laſtly, the elements of bread and 
wine retaine- both their names and 
natures, cuen after the words of con- 
fecration , as is perſpicuous- and eui- 
dent by the Scripture. 1,(or.1, 26.27, 
28, 29. And herevnto accord the an- 
cient Fathers, as Auguſtine, Theodoret, 
Tertallian , Cyprian , Chryſoſtome , yea 
| and-ſome of later times among the 
Papiſts,as Gelaſrs and Bertram, 
Ergo, Chriſtis not there bodily pre- 
ſent , neither 15 the bread and wane 
conuerted ſubſtantially and really into 
his body and' bloud,, therefore as the 
abſurd doArine of tranſubſtantiation 
its an inuention of later times; and here 
ouerthrowne 2+:10. muſt it needs alſo 
follow that our coniuntion/with him 
inthis mortalitic muſt nceds bee alts- 
ther ſpirituall, 

>The fecond thing to be conſidered 
mm the diffinition, is, that albert this 
contract and- ynion is not feigned; 
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ſuppoſed , imagined, or by touching 


and 
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and commixion ; yet it is atrue, a #ealt 
and a {ubſtaritiall ynion , fox wee are 
ſubſtantially yniced co him ; our body, 
to his þody, our ſoule to his ſowle, and 
our whole perſon to his whole perſon, 
ſo that we are fleſh of hu fleſh and hone 
of his bones, Eph,5.3 ©, q 
And as Adams whole perſon was 
really and ſubſtantially. coupled. with 
the whole perſon of Exe, So is ithbe- 
ewaxt Chriſt and the Church. He is the' 
head and we the members, hee is the 
husband,and we the wife, |. id 
Now in that this contraft and v- 
nion is reall and ſubſtantiall , itis alſo 
indifſoluble and cternall . For fiſt the 
Lord ſaith by Hoſea ( as 1 hauc before! 
mentioned,) / will marry. thee unto mee, 
for exer, Secondly Chriſt his, power is 
infinice , and none can take any out of 


infin 
his hands, John, 10, 23, Thirdly , bis 
loueis conſtant, whom hee loueth hee 
loueth tothe end, Jobs 1 3.3, Fourth- 
ly the ſauing graces of his ſpirit , the 
endowments of his eleX; are 


| 
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ithout repentance-and irreuocable. 
i Row," 


__—. 


——— 


Yo GCC II =O 


—_——_— 
> 


FE 


* 


Hiftly Chritt is an efteRual and con: | 
tinuall mediator ynto God his Hea- 
venly Father for them. Luke,22,32, 
Heb.7.25, | 

Laſtly if any true and lively mem- 
ber of Chriſts body ſhould bee loft, 
then cither Chriſt ſhould want cither | 
power, Joue, or wiſdome , to preſerue | 
and ſaucic , but hee wanteth none of | 
| them: or els his body ſhould be may- | 
YI: med and ynperfect , which can ncuer | 
| bee , for it is his fulneſſe . Epheſians, r, 
$3. and hee will in the life ro come 4 
make '1t vnto- himfelfe a glorious | | 
Church Witheut ſpot or wrinkle , or any | 
ſuch thing. Eph. 5.27. | « 
Pe. Therefore let every man tric 
by the totich-Aone of Gods word, þ 
whether he feelethe ſpirit of God in 
lightning and renuing him, and faith | ; 
purging his heart , and firmely ap- * 
| prehending and applying Chriſt with= ; 
all his bencfirs vnto himſelfe, if hee 
finde himſelfe-in: this eſtate- ler him 
thanke'G O D and by hp dicl 
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and ſerious vſc of the worde , Sacra- 
ments; prayer and praQiſe of good 
workes , maintaine and confirme it, 


for doubtleſſe hee is a true member 


of IESVS CHRIST , ingrafted 
imo him , and ſhall thus continue for 
euer , For theſe are not the workes 
of fleſh and bioud , and meere Na- 
rure , but of the Spirit of GO D/and 
grace, 

The third thing in the deffinition 
to be explained is the Order of the v- 
»iox, touching which wee are to note 
that the Church is firſt vnited vnto 
the body andfleſh of CHRIST, Se- 
condly to his ſoule , and laſtly ro his 
God-head , and foto his whole per- 
ſon : and therefore the Scriptures 
commonly ſpeake of fuſt, & propound 
Chriſts humanity vntoys aud after- 
ward his deity, Rom, x,yerle 3 arid4- 
Chap.g,ver,5,andG6, 

The reaſon herof is , becauſe we can. 
not bee ynized ynto his deity but by 


his fleſh, wherin hee hr ou 
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of Chriſt 15 as, it were adoore tolet ys 
intothe communion of his deitie,and| 
\Fhc conduit pipe.,of deity to copucy | 
lang deriuc it ynto-ys. And-as in the | 
{ lacraments, the rrye-belceuers doe by | 
{the ourward fignesa:1d lymbales.ag by 
; inſtraments receiue thething 1gnjhed | 
vis,Chriſt and hismerits : ſo they,alſo | 
by-the nicancs of bis humanity , are | 
made parrakers of his God- head ,and | 
ſo are ynited voto him. 

The chird thing to be confidered in 
this:contract, is the rare and royal! be- | 
nefies 'and preropatines , that. her cay | 
{ lowe and redound ynto ys, Firlt wee | 
 haue from Carilt, and frombis merits \ 
jand ſufferings, the foundation and be- | 

pinning of cur new birch and, being * 
heisthe :oote, and wee are the plants, | 
he the Vine aud wee the bres ches 1 of 
bs fulneje we all receine gr, ice for grace: 
finally,we are #n Lim, who is mage yotp 
vs of God, wiſedome and rigbteonſueſſe, 
feviiificetion aud 1everption,lob,1 5.2. 
John,r, 16, 1,Cor. 1,30. 16r-241526s 
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| rereſſed in and parrakers of all his roys 
| alties and benefits ſo far forth as may 
| be , (the proportion and difference be- 
| weene the husband and the wife bet- 
ing retained)for from the fountaine of 
his God-head and conduit of his hu- 
manity , are deriued vnto us, his righ- 
teouſnes; ſantification,triumph, glory, 
From Chriſt wee haue , redemption 
throwsh his blood, even remiſſion of our 
ſennes according to His rich grace, by his 
| ſufferings we are {reed and deliuered 
from the guilt of our finnes and the 
feare of condemnation, & by his obedi=- 
eaceto the Law impiited to vs we are 
( | accepted as iuſt before God and fit for 
| eternall fe, 2,Cor,5.19,21.Apoc.12.1, 
| Now what an vnſpeakable benefir is 
| remiſhon of ſinnes., which ſinne draw- 
eth vpon vs all temporall and eternall 
plagues & can be by noe other meancs 
obtained then by our conjunction with 


him Pſ2l.;z 2.1.2. 
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inthe ynion of nature, we alfo(in ſome | 


Thirdly communicating with Chriſt 
| proportion 
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Apoc,3.19, 


proportion and fimilitude are parta- 
kers of his propheticall , prieftly , and 
Kingly Office, We are made prophets 
to confeſſe him and toteach and com- 
fort others,Prieſts ro morryhe finne,to 
ſuffer for Chriſt , to offer ſacrifices of 
p raiſe & thankeſgiuing vnto him,and 
to conſecrate our {clues,ſoules apd bo- 
dies wholy vnto him. Rem 8.39, Apo, 
1.6, 1,Peter, 1,9. Wee are Kings to 
fight againſt the world, thefleſh , and 
the Deuill , and by faith in him to 
ouercome them, 1.lohn,4, 5. And 
herewee receiue that right in whole, 
and dominion in part which we wholy 
loſtin Adam Math 19.28,1,Cor,6.2, 
1. Tim,4-4.5, 

Fourthly all Plagues, Aduerfities, 
Croſſes, Puniſhments , are made but 
only temporary and fatherly correc. 
tions vntoys , tending to our Correc- 
tion, and not our deſtruftion, and 
they are medicines to cure our infir= 
mities and not meanes to incteaſe 
our miſeries,Heb.12,6.10,11,Pro,z 1. 
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Fiftly wee heue all the Angells of 
| GOD inthislife fot our good to at- 
'rend vpon vs andto defenqvs, Heb,z; 
14, 2,Kings,6,16.17, Pſal,34 7. And 
in the life to come, eſpecially by realon 
ofthis neere and admirable coniunc- 
tion with Chriſt cur head 2nd huſ- 


band, and becauſe we are made kings 


rior to the Angels, for there is no ſuch 
coniunction betwixt his nature and 
theirs 2s betweene his and ours, nei- 


OT IDEA WEI 


ther ſhall they raigne as Kings with 
him in the life to come as the Saints 
ſhall ; Apoca,z.verſc. 26, and Chap, 
3,verſc,2 

Sixtly Satan cannot indite and 
condemne Vs , for as no man can 
ſue the wife in the lawe, the husband 
living and not giutng his conſene , 
Soe CHRIST our husband living 
and alwaies iuſtifying vs, who ſhall | 
condemine ys ? Romans 8, 33. 34- or 
who ſhall ſeperate vs from his loue? 


yerſe. 35, 
C 2, Laſtly 


to rule with him, we are &ſhalbe ſupe- 4 
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{fended,theiwite may and hath free ac- 


Laſtly when the hucband.eſpecially 
being-a mighty Monatch is highly of- 


ceſſe-ynto him when none other can 
or may haue thelike liberty ; So may 
and hath the true Church free acceſle 
vntb Chrift by praier when the wick- 
ed are debarred from him, and cannot 
or dare not approch neere to him, 

T hus much of the benefits 


and prinileges, 


Now in the laſtplace follow the ma- 
nifold vices of this contra and vnion. 

17, Yſe, Firſt ſeeing our ynion with 
Chriſt is Reall ard ſubſtantiall and con- 
tiqueth for eyer, (for we are made one 
fleſh with him, bone of his bones and 


fleſh of his fleſh) Heb. 2.14. Eph.5.30. 
Ergo he ſtill (albeit he be glonified)re- | 
teineth the eflenriall parts of atrue hu- 
maine body, the alley is onely altes« | 
red, but the ſubſtance and dimentions | 
remaine, for otherwiſe we could haue 

no fellowſhippe with him, and ſo the 


foundation of all our comfort _ 
be 
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be raſed and ruinated., And therefore 
here is condemned the abſurd and 
grofle errour ofthem that defie Chriſts 
humanity by making it infinite, omni- 
potent & knowing al things, and ours 
only finite andcircumſcribed in power 
place and knowledge ,- whereas be. 
tweene that which is fiaite, and that 
which is infinite there can be no ſuch 
' ynion and ſubfantiall coniuntion,, 
| Secondly we muſt labour & endeuor 
| alwaies to centinue inthis vaion and 
communion with Chriſt , and not de- 
| Parte an haires breadth from him-z-for 


'| remayning and abiding in Chriſt wee 


 finde all comfort, , ; refreſhment and 
| peace; and being out of him we runne 
| head-long into all cuill- ; for cuenthe 
| Godly themſelues,being out of it, aad 
| the efficacy of it but alittle, feele 
themſclues as it vere rormented with 
a flame of fire, Pſalm, 77.2. 3, 1ob.6, 
yerſe.1,2,3, 

Wherefore we muſt beware of and 
ſhunne all Idolatry, errour , atheiſme, 


fornication, yncleaneſle , drupkeneſle, 
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{chiſmne, and all other raigning ſinnes 
whereby we diſſolue and cutia ſunder 
this ynion, | 
Thirdly by-reaſon of this maſticall ” 
and ftraite conjunction-berwixe Chriſt 
and the Church, hee hath a ſimpath 
and fecling of all their wants 5, 
miſeries.& though now he be exalted 
1 tothe higheſt degree of glory in hea- 
| { uen yet doth he in nothing (as world- p 
1 ly men in their exaltation vſually for- | 
| get &negle& their 01d &poore friends | 
& acquaintance)remit and abate of his 
care and compaſſion towardes his 
poore and afflicted members in carih, 
but hee ſuccoureth them in all their 
extremities, imputeth and rewargeth 
-any good done yntothem as done to 
himlelfe,and cenſureth and reuengeth 
the wrongs and indigniries fred 
them as done to his owae perſon. 
Hence wee learne diuers leflons | 
2nd durics, Firſt we in all our afflictions 
and neceſſities muſt flce ynto him 
and to the throne of grace, in con- 
Hdence and aſſurance of faith, and 
wee 
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5 | wee ſhall find reſt vnto our ſoules and 
__ helpe in timeof need, Math,1 1.26, 
| ' Heb.4. 16, Foras Philo ſaid to the 
M 1 + | Tewes his country men, when he could 
ſt | find no fauour with Caine the Ro- 
1 maine Emperour ) V6 deficit hamanun 
I prefidinns , ibi neceſſe eft inciperetn dini- 
d | nk auxilinm,that is, where mans helpe 
4- fayleth, there Gods mult needs begin, 
d- | f | Secondly wee muſt doe all poflible. 
[= | ' good toGods Saints , wee mult com- 
ds d | forthis bowells , ſhew them all kind- 
is 6-4 neſſe , and ſupply their wants, for 
is | | thenare we luely and feeling|\mem- 
h, | | | bers,and Chriſt will take notice of all 
ir | the comfort wee yeeld them, and re- 
th q '| ward and regard it both in this lite 
to | &inthelife to come, bee the offices of 
th | charity neuer ſo meane ſo they be vn- 
cd | fained, Mat,25.35.36,40.Luk.21.3 4 
Thirdly me muſt take heed that we 

ns | | Reuer grieue, wrong, vexe , and perſe- 
ns | cute Gods deere {eruants and ſaints; 
im 2 }; for then wee doe but fight againſt 
N- God, kick againſt the pricks , toxch 1he 

nd apple of GOD S owneeye.Lacha, 2.8, 
cc C 4 greine 


| 
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griene bi: ſpirit , and procure to our 
ſelues many Iudgments,and if we are 
ahd continue in the number of open 
& proteſled encmics we belides rem- 
porall plazues molt 1uſily , draw ypon 
our ſelues eternall yengeance, 

The lalt vie is, that being ioynd 
and wnited to Chriſt the fountaine of all | 
go04 workgs , we wult contend and en- | 
deuour to conforme our ſelues to his 
example and bring forth timely and 
plentifull fruics of piety , charity , and 
tuſtice.Phil.r,10, Tit,2.14 Plal.13. 


The ſecond ſection. 


+ They that were ready. | 
Nome order requireth)we are to | 
L Vrreat and diſpute of the fitneſle | 
& preparation that ought to be in the 

truce Chucchof Chriſt and is requized | 
of them againſt his ſecond comming: | 
For as thele wiſe Virgins were before- 
hand prepared 1n faith, grounded on- | 
ly ypon the ſcriptures and relying vp- 
on 
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or the beaxenly Bride, 
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on Chriſts only merits,in feruent loue 
and ſincere aftettion to Chriſt, and in 


| hearty defire and carnelt expeRation 


| 
\ 


of his comming-ſo mult we alſo , if we 
would be affured of our contract and 
Ynion which Chriſt in this lite, and en- 
ioy his glorious. preſence and haue 
perfect tellowſhippe with him in che 
world to come ; trimme prepare and 
make ready our {clues again(t the ſo- 
lemnization of the marriage :. and 
therefore itis ſaid in the Apocalyps; 
the marriage of the Lambe us come and 
the bride hath made her ſelfe ready. Apo. 
19.7. 

And fo they are preſented as a chaſt 
Virgin ynto one husband leſus Chriſt, 
The truth and neceſſity of this prepa- 
ration is plainely an Stennifal fer 
forth in the ſcriptures , whether we 
reſpe& Chriſt as the princypall and in- 
ward trimmer of the Bride, or the mi- 
niſters of the word as his agents and 
inſtruments , or the Bride her ſelfe , as 


the proper ſubicR of it , Firſt Chriſt | | 


trimmeth his {pouſe the Church,and 


there- 


_ 
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' therfore the holy company of his elect 


! are ſayd to come done trom heauen, 
' prepared as a Bride trimmed for her huſ- 
bard, Apoc,21.2. that is,purged from 
'all corruption,G OD through Chriſt 
doth make ys meete to bee partakers 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
Col.7.12,Chrift ſanRiferh & denſech 
his Church by the Waſhing of water 
through the word,that he may make it 1n- 
to himſelfe a glorions Church , without 
ſpot or wrinckle ce, Eph, 5,26,and 27, 
The graces that Chriſt beſtoweth yp- 
on herare as chaines to adorne her, as 
Myrrh , Incenſe and the ſpices of the 
Merchants to perfume her, as Purple 
and Skarlecto clothe her, 8 as pretious 
Iewets to beautihe & enrich her,final- 
ly ſhee as Queene ſtandeth,ar his right 
hand in 4 weſtare of the gold of Ophir, 
Plalme 45,verl.9. 

More particularly Chriſt crimmeth 
and preparcth his ſpouſe, Firſt by offe- 


ring and _— ynto her the means | 
and miniſtery. of grace and faluati- 


| 


on , as the Preaching of the worde, | 
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or the heauenly Bride, 


le& | | Epheſians 4,11, 12, 13, the" ſeale of 

wk { } the Sacraments , Mathew 28, 19, r, 

by . 43 | Corinthi, 1, 23,24, 25,26, Hereynto | ne{- 

om | ray be added troubles, crofles, and af-- 

rift * | flictions, which albeit in their owne | 

ers nature they bee euils and plagues for | 

he | | hinne,yerthe quality and property be-| 

Mr ing altered by Chriſt his death; they | 

ter | | aremade meanes to humble vs, wedi- | p 
cines to purge 15, ſowre ſauce to make vs | 2 | 
to reliſh better the Heanenly foode of | 
our ſoules bridles to curbe and reſtraine 


vs from finne , and ſpirituall directers 
te guide ys to the Kingdome of kea- a 
he uen, | 


ER 
a Oct ED te -* 


le Secondly Chriſt timmeth/his ſpouſe | 340 f© 
Us q by the continual and cffeAtual in wor- | 
i-| —| | kingand efficacyoof his bleſſed Spin. # 02/4 
be | | For without_ this all the outward| "T0 
ry N meanes ſhould bee onelie for conuit- | 

? | ment of men, and for their more iuſt ; 
h ? Þ} condemnation,and not for conuerfion q | 
M | | orconſolation ) for by it hee alone gi- [ 
"yy b eth the encreaſe.1, Cor. 3. hereby he 


| epeneth ms underſtanding to vnderſtad 
. | #; | the ſcriptures,1.1u,24.,vc.z2.heopeneth 
Lo 


their 
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7 their hearts ( as hee did Lyazas) to at» 


= 


: tend ynto good doctrine, Acts 16.ver, 
T4,hc couerteth their hearts as he did 
theheart of { ornelius: & all that heard 
the wards with him. Ac,10,ve,qq,here- 
by he leadeth them into all truth, lohn 
16,1 3,he dwellethin them, 1,Cor, 3, 
16, he regenerateth them, loh, 3.5.8.8 

finally he comforteth & ſtiengrthenech 

them. Ioh, 16.8,in that he is the prin- 
cipall in trumming and preparing the 

Church his ſpouſe, and that vnleſſehee 

giue grace and ſucceſle al other meanes 

(albeit neuer ſo good & holy)be yaine 
and fruſtrate,1t muſt teach erneſtly and 


continually by praier, to defire and en- 
treat the = prepare ys : to make 
vs meet for his kindoane, and to make 
the minifiery of his word and Sacra» 
ments, and all other good means pro- 
fitable and effetualynto vs , & herein 
wee mult ſay with the Church in the 
Cantikles, ariſe O North and come O 
South,and blowe on my garden , that the 
| ſpices thereof may flow out: and{then)let 
| wsy beloued come to his garden , and eate 
his 


| 


| 
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| The inſtrumentall rrimmers ; adorners 


or the bedwenty Bride, 


bie pleaſiit fruite,Cirtickles 4,v. the 16, 
of the Bride are ſpecially and moſt fin- 


gularly,the miniſters and Preachers of 


the word, For thele doe with Pax la- | 


bour to preſent their congregation 4s 
« chaſt Virgin vnto one hul band leſus 
Chriit 2, cor, verſ.1, 2. They haue the 
miniſtery and embaſſie of teconciliati- 
on committed vnto them, 2,cor. 5.vecr, 
18, They arc the Preachers of faith & 

repentance.Mark.1.ver,15 Math, 2. | 
AQ, :6.20, | hey haue the keyes and 
authority ſubordinatly ynder Chriſt 
to binde and to loole,, to remitand ro 


retaine, Mat. 16.19.loh,20,yer.23fi-} 


nally they arethe outward organes & 
meane: of i||umination,conuerſion and 
ſaluation as may appeare, ACt,26,18, 
I. Fim.4. 16«1. cor, 1, 21, Henceit is 
that Philip muft reach and conuert the 
Enuch, AQt,8,35, Ananias, Pant: Paul 
Lidia ; and Peter (ornelis, AR.9.10, 
11, Act. 16,14, A&,1o,yer.7.and 3.4 
he vſe hereof is toteach in no wiſe 


&-- [-F 


to neglect, deſpiſe or diſtaſt the Prea» 
| chin D 
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moſt do'vpon the peril! of cheir owne 
ſaluation ) but vſe them with all care, 
reuerence diligence and conftancy, 
And therefore what a ſhame is ic 
for molt men, yea what an occaſion to 
aggrauate their condemnation that 
they will for ſupplie and obteyning 
of carthlic foode, prouifion and ad- 
uancement,trudge , and trauaile farre 
and neece, almoſt to euerie market 
and faire, and in the meanetime neg- 
lect the foode of their Soule : ſufter it 
to pine, and to perriſh, they aremore 
.|churliſh to it then Nabal was to Da- 
wid : more without compaſſion then 
the rich glutton was to Lazar, and 
mere hard hearted and mercileflethen- 
the Iaylerto innocent Pau! and Sylas, 
who putthem into the dungeon or in- 
nerpriſon , and locked their feete-faft 
fin theſocks, AR.16, 24, 


Ard 


 ching of the worde, and other Holie 
meanes of our Saluation(as many and | 


' 
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or the heauenly Bride, 


And thus much of the principall | | 
preparer of the Bride,and al- 


ſo of the inflrimen- 


talk. 


| Thirdly the ſubic{t or perſon that 
is thus prepared of Chriſt and his mi- 
niſters , thatis alſo 2s a yoluntary and 
ynderſtanding creature, by remouing 
the bar and incumbrances of infideli- 
ty, idolatry and impenitency : and by 
viing and frequenting all the holie 
meanes of begetting, confirming and 

increaſing the ſauing graces and gifts 
of God : is this ſpouſe of (hr:ſt , the 
Church , the elelt , the beleeners, and| 
(ina worde ) all that defire and ſecke | | | 
to bEſaued, For theſe arc often and | 
continually warned and perſwaded 
in the Scriptures : to watch, Marke 
13, verſe 35, 36, to bee ſober, 4 
and to watch wnto prayer, 1, Peter 
4, 7. and to haue feruent Charity a- 


mongft themſclues. verſe 8, torepent, 
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Act.17,yet,z0, to purge themſelues, x . 
John, 3. 3. to put on the breft-plare of 
faith and lone 1, Thell, 5, 8, and hope of | 
ſaluation for an helmet , ibidems. to be- | 
ware of ſurfeting , dronkennes and the | 
cares of the world Luke. 21.34 to watle | 


yea Jy) & mourne for the redemption of 


| their boares, Rom, 8,verl 20,21 ,22+2 3. 
To viethe world and all things there- 
cf, as though they vied them nor, r. 


| Cor,7.27. to feare God and giue gio- 


ry to him Apo. 14. ver{. 7, to make an 
eccho and cry with the Bride in the 
Apocalyps , Come enen ſo come Lord Te- 
| ſaw Apoc, 22, verl,14. & 20, and Jaltly 
at the diſcerning of the neerc approch 


the laſt fignes ſuch as are the ruine.of 
Romiſh Babilon , the conuerſion of the 
nation of the- Iewes in the kingdome 
and countries into which they are dif- 
perſed, the roating of the Seas and 
waters, &c, reioytingly to looke and 


' Hiftypour heads becauſe our (full) re- 


demption dr aweth neare Luke,21,verſe, 


28, Apoc.19.7, This eſpouſed ry in or 


ride | 


of Chiiſt by The accompliſhment of 


— 
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Bride therefore, muſt of neceſſity be» 
ing (tired vp and aſſiſted by the ſpirit 
ot GOD, and having the meanes of 
grace ſo abundantly miniſtred ynto 
het,getthe wedding garment{of fairh 
and holines ) Math, 22.verr I.12,12, 
make her ſelfe ready Apoc, 1 9.yerle, 
7. to defire to bee diflolued and to be 


with Chrift Phil, 1, 23, and to ende- 
uour to be acceptable ro him, 2, Cor, 
5. Reaſons and arguments further to 
induce and perſwade het hereunto are 
theſe firſt thetranſceudent and income» 
parable dignity and maielly of theper| 
{on,to whom ſhe is contracted, and to 
whome,ſhe is to bee married,and that 
is leſus Chriſt, the Kings ſonne, the 
King of Kings: and Lord of Lords: the 
naturall heire of heauen and carth; 


the mighty Iehoua : the enerlaſting fa- 
ther he that hath all power in heauen and 
earth ; and God hath ſo he ighly exalted 
him at his right hand and ginuen him 4 
name aboue all names , that at the 
name of [ E $ V $ ſhould every knee bow 


of things in heauen , of things in earth,| 
D and 


— 


ow 
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and things wnaer the earth, Philip, 2, 
verſ,9.10, 

Wherefore if King Pbaraoes 
Daughter being wedded to carthlye 
Salomon, musit hearken unto him , con- 
ſider and inclire her eare , Tea forget her 
own people,c* her Fathers houſe; Pla.qs 
verſe 10, how much more mult cuery 
good Chriſtian , cipouſed & affianced 
to the heaucnlye Salomon TESVS 
CHRIST our Sauiour , pertorme 
| theſe duties. 

Anditthe Maides and Virgins that 
went in by courſe and appomtment 
to great King eAhaſucraſs, that raig- 
ned from [4:4 vnto e/Erhiopia, ouer 
a hundred and twenty ſeauen Pro- 
uinces', Heſter, 1, verſe, 1, were be- 
fore hand ſixe moneths ,) parified with 
Oyle of Myrrhe, and ſixe moneths with 
ſweete odours, Heſter, 2, verſ, x2, So 
| much more muſt the members of the 
Church, before they ſhall or can en- 
ioy CHRIST IES VS his preſence 
in glorye; not for a fewe dayes or mo- 


neths | 


— — OO. 


or the heauenly Bride. 

2. neths ; but all che dayes of their life, | 

they mult purge , ſweerten, and pre-. 
'F pare them-ſclues ; for hee alone is ; | 
Ee 4 King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, | 
f- and no power or Mucſiic in earth ; | 
” can compare with: him. And by our | 
bo coniunction and marriage with him, | 
y wee ſhall bee exempred and freed. 
d I from all euills what-ſo-cuer, and pol- 
G ſefled with all good things vnſpe 
c 6 ably for euer-more, 

Secondly , by the ſlrange iudge-| A 

t ' ments of Almighty G OD, cipecially | 
t . in the foure or hue yeares laſt paſt, 
- . - | whether generall , or more particu | 
lar, wee ought, as by ſo many voyces 
bs k and ſignes of our omnipotent G O D 
bs preaching from heauen vnto vs ( and 
h almoſt at the end of the world) teach- 
h ) ing and exhorting men to ſeious re- 
. : pentance , and to bee mooued and 
e ; ſtirred yp more ſpeedily, and fpeci- 
A | ally co prepare our ſelues to mecete 
© vl GOD in the waye, wee muſt ſub- | 
bo mitand humble our ſclues before bins, 
J 'Dz for-| 


> 
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forſake our liones , giue glory to him ; 
| and entreateth him by prayer and by | 
repentance , to quench the fire of his 
| begun wrath and 1ndignation. For it !5 | 
1 [a2 vndoubred truth , that if to all our 
| wy other {innes there be adioyned ſecurity 
and _deadnefle of heart, that puniſh- | 
ments from God are both haſtned and 
doubled : and the remouall and cea- 
ling of one plagueis nothing elſe but 
the occaſioning and beginning cf an- 
other, as we may read in Exod,againſt 
Pharao and the /Epyptians,in the 4,of | 
Amos againlt the [ſraelites , and inthe 
15-16,17. chapters of [ohns Apocalips 
againſt Antichrift, and the experience 
of former and later times in many & 
| | countries doth verifie it .. Hereypon 
| Gods deſtroying eAngell; and his kil. 
(| | ling Arrowe,the conſuming peſtilence | 


hath (not long lithence) deſtroyed ſo | 


f many thouſands in this land, and yet 

s isnot ceaſed , All the foure Elements 

'F | oY IT "Which otherwiſe would fight for vs, (if 
haue becne armed againſt ys; Firſt the 

+} | ayre, partly by his often Eclpſes por- 


ending 
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3 | | or the heanenly Bride, | 
oy tending perhapps the eclipting and; | 
Dy | rarer dar: ys and F ureineſſe 

US of the truth, and other temporall euils, | 
i iſ | * partly by prodigious and ynvſuall 

_ \ ftormes and tempelts, giuing warning | 
v/ [+ of the wrath to come . Secondly the 2 | 
h- fire by conſuming and burning ſo 

d many houſes and habitations within [| 
ft theſe few yeares: ſcemeth to preſage 

ue 1, | eyther thefireof the laſtiudgement, 

On or elſe ſome fearefull and ſtrange 

iſt euent, Thirdly the Seasand waters| 2 

of | in divers parts of the kingdome, haue 1 
he moſt horribly roared, ſwelled, broken | 
Fe | their banckes ; and encroached ypon | 
—s 1 the maine land, and firme continent, | 
WY ol [a ſo terrified the people the beholders, 

me | and done ſo much harme, Adde here- 

il- vnto the vnwonted, ſudden,and won- 

_ | derfull inyndations of Riuers and 

- \ Brookes , as though like vnto the 


men of the olde world wee all deſer- 
ow ved to bee drowned, Laſtly theearth| 
by his moouing and ſhaking Tenſibly 

| perceiued in many places, hath decla- | 

wt red the Lord to bee avgrie, and ſeemeth IPſal, 18,7. 
| D 3 ro 
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to proclaime againſt ys that wee are 
| vaworthy to Jive ypon it, wee muſt | 
generally and particularly returne yn- | 
to him , by vatained repentaiice ; and | 
then they ſhall bee buc fatherly cor- | 
rectior.s, and gentle warnings vnto 
vs. Burt if wee perfiſt and inbilt in our 
finne and ſecuritic , then let ys be- 
ware and fcare leaſt they bee bur 
the beginning of ( further ) cuills, 
And euen Herodotus an heathen hiſto- 
rian diuineiy ſpeaketh : Crum Dexs pu- 
nituru et gentem vel yrbens , prodigits 
id prins ſolet ſignificare , That is, when 
God will puniſh a Nation or Cittie,he 
vſcth togiueſigniticacis of it by prodt- 
gies:& this doth the deftruftis of Icru= 
jalem andthe diſperſion of the nation 
of the lewes , witncſle and warrant 
| plainely vnto vs. 

Thirdly,the approacaing and neer- 
neſſe of the day of the LORD, muſt 
bee a Trumpet to forc-warne and 
waken vs , and as the yoyce of thun- 
der to ternhfie vs from our ſecuritie, 
and to compell ys to watch and pray, 

that 
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that wee may bee accompted wor- 
thy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall 
come, and that wee may ſtand before 
| the ſonne of man;Luk, 22,wverſe 36, 
Signes and fore-runners of our Sa- 
uiour IESVS CHRISTS ſecond 
comming already fulfilled , are theſe, 
not onely the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, and che Temple of GOD ma- 
nye hundred yeares agoe accompli- 
ſhed, but more ſpecially, the diſco- 
uerie , reuealing , and the decaye of 
the Romiſh Antichriſt , that falſe Pro- 
phet, and King of the Locuſts , with- 
in this foure ſcore and fixteene yeares 
laſt expired. 2, Theſſa/on, 2. verſe, 8. 
eApoc,17, werſe,1t6. and his ruineand 
the ouerthrowe and vtter defolation 
of his Babylon and Hetropolis ſure- 
lie is at hand, as the Scriptures fore- 
ſhew itto come to paſle, eApoc, 18, 
verſe,8, For their finnes of Idolatry, 
of filthy and abhominable living , of 
the bloud-ſhed of ſo many millions 
of GODS eleRed ſaints, of moſt 


horrible and vnmatchable conſpira- 
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cies and treaſons againſt Chriſtian 
Kings and ſtates, as their molt exCc- 
crable and damnable plot of powder 
treaſon, wherem they purpoſed at one 
blowe to hauc blowne vp and deſtro:- 
ed,both our molt excellent and-migh- 
tie Soueraigne , the moſt hopeful 
Prince Henry . rogether with all the 
honorable perſonages, and the ſtate 
of the kingdome there aſſembled, doe 
to their publike aad ecternall ſhame, 
( amongſt infinite other their villa- 
nics ) demonſtrate, are (as it were ) 
come to the full; and G OD hath (in| 
part) and will remember their ini-| 
quitye, | 
Adde herevnto their ſhameleſſe cor-; 
rupting and mangling of the writings | 
and yolumes , both of the ancient | 
Fathers , and alſo later writers, yea | 
thoſe of their owne faction, as Lanſe- 
nith, Ferus, Bertram,Cxc, cogither with | 
the burning of ſo many olde copies : 
both of the ancient and alſo of the | 
later writers of their owne., that in | 
ought made againſt them, 


Lat, 
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; | nge Meteors , Comets , new, or 


| blazing | 
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ſophiſticall and helliſh doctrine of 

eAEquimocation, ſhifting euaſions , and 

mentall reſeruations , when they are 

called into quethon before ciuill Ma- 

oiftrates , doth by their Bookes and 
ractle evuince, 

A third ſigne, already in great mea» 
ſure fulfilled , is the aboundance and 
ſhameleſle defence of finne, deadneſlc, 
& dulneſſe of heart,whereby men are 
neither ſenſitiue of their ſhnnes , nor 
aware of Gods judgements; and want 


—  — — / 


\ Laftly,their late, yer moſt lewd,lying, 


of true faith on the earth; as may bee 
diſcerned by ſo much aAtheiſme and 
Hypocrifie, {0 Inttle inuocation of Gods 
' name, ſo horrible and vſuall B/aſphe» 
mie, and ſuch yile practiſes of iniuſtice 
| and oppreſſion: wherfore CHRIST 
that fitteth on the elowi1e , muit needes 
' ſhortly thruit in his Sickle and reape : 
| for the Grapes of ſinne , and the baruei? 
of intquitie 14 ripe, : 

A fourth and dreadfull fgne and 
| fore-runner of the laſt judgement: are 


Luk, 18.8. 
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_ = Oe. > Br tabs — — 
_ —_— — 


The Lambes $ pouſe , 


png ſtarres which haue beenc 
euidently ſcene and noted, as anno 
(Þriſts, 1 5 7 2. and anne 1577, many 
Countries and kingdomes , beyond 
the Scas ammor604andi60 y, as 
bout the beginning of October in 
17. degrees of Sagittarius ſhinyng 
forth gloriouſly after the ſunne ſer- 
ting ; in figure and colour not yn- 


like vnto that which thirtic and two 
yeares agoe was fſeene in (af- 
ſropeia , without beard our tayle, 
rounde, pure and bright , ſo that ma- 
nic of the learned thought it to bee 
Venu Starre and the moſt excel. 
lent eAftronomers , in the beginning 
of it, tooke it alſo for the euening 
Starre : Keckermanus , Diſp, Philef. 
Extraord, pag. 3 7 3. and 406, adde 
hereynto a late Comet appearing 
Northwelt,x 607. 

Vſeet, The noting, ſeeing and con- 
templation of theſe and the like 
fearcfull and ominous fignes and 
occurrences , ſhould drive and drawe 


to 


| 


, many 
eyond 
) 5, a« 
cr 1n 
inyng 
e ſct- 
Et vn- 
| two 
Cafe 


ayle, 
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to feare almightie GO D ; and fiand 16.47, t; 


in awe of him, thar cauſcth and ſend- 


 cth them; as Lodawicke the firſt Em- 


perour the Father of Charles the 
' great anſwered one Edmund an Af- 
treloger , that abuſing wordes of 
Scripture , exhorted bim nor to feare 


' the {omerte which hee then ſawe : 


let ys not feare the Comere tayth 
hee , bur the creator oi it, and let 
vs praiſe his clemencie , who doth 


vouchſake by fuch iudgements to 


remember ys of , and to reprooue 
vs , for out dulnefſe and fluggiſh- 
neſle, 

Secondly ler vs (taking alſo as 4 
pr:ſagium and forerunner of the laſt 
daic) bee aduerciſed and induced 
heereby to prepare our Lampes, to 
furniſh the Oyle and to make rea- 


die for our Lord I ESYSCHRIST 


at his comming,that we may goe with 


| at \ 
| him vnto the marriage and enter into 


his ioye, eAmen, 
. Thirdly, 


and 14. 
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Thirdly the conſideration of infinite 
lofſe, detriment and torment that will 
follow (if wee doe not in this life,the 
time of grace and reconciliation pre- 
pare our {clues ) muſt driue and com- 
pell vs hereynto , for they ſhalbe ex- 
cluded out of Heauen, and bee punni- 
ſhed with exerlafting perdition, form the 
preſence of the Lord , and from the glorie 
of his power, 2,Thefl,1, 9, and the ſhall 
haxe their part in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone, Apoc,21, ver, 
8,and the ſmoke of their torment ſhal 
aſcende cuermore 'and they ſhall have 
no reſt day nor night, Apoc. 14,ver[,12, 
Wherefore if the former ' argument 
cannot like an heauenly Adamant and 
Loadfione drawe vs to preparation, 
(as this Argument is moſt effecuall & 
preualent with the regenerate, )yet let 
the threatning of damnation, like a 
terrible thunderclap, or a great peale 
of ordinance rowlſe & awake vs from 
finne , and driue and enforce ys to 
makeour {dues ready.And if the feare 


hereof in yery Reprobates, can wow | 
oO 


—_———_ 
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lo far forth as to compel Simon Magus | 
to delire Peter, and John to pray to the, 
Lord for him, that none of the things 
that they had ſpoken might come vporx | 
bim, A&.8, 24: and when Paule diſpu-| 
red of ludgment , it could make Feler 
to tremble. AR, 24, 26, much more 
Pmuſt it preuaile with thoſe that make 
a berter profeſſion, and waite for cter- 
nall redemption, # 

Laſtly our Sauiour Chriſt, and Pal 
&c, by this argument endcuoured to 
awaken the ſecure, Mathew 23,3 3.2, 
cor.,5.i1, 


And thus much in generall of the perſon 
that ts to be prepared and to prepare 


her ſelfe, 


Now that we may proceede more 
orderly in this point , and the reader 
may take the more henefite , and | wal 
fit by it . We are firſt to propound the 4 
principal! heads of this preparation, | 
and Secondly the proper and ſettime 


| of ic, The principall beads are theſe} 
—_—————Toure, 


ure, 


— 
——_ 
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foure, faith in Chriſt ; Secondly purity 
and innocency of life, Thirdly the du- 
ties of charity and good notes {and 
lallly a feruent defire , and lively hope 
in Ie patient expectation of the con- 
ſumation of the marriage, 

The firſt head is faith , which is no- | 
thing els but a perſwaſion of the | - 
fauour of G O D towardes vs in 
Chnſt, or as Saint Pax! to the He- 
brewes defineth it , the'entsz2es or | \| 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, it is | 
called a ſubſtance , not for that in | 
very deede it doth ſubfiſt , and hath a- | 
beeing, but becauſe it doth preſent, | 
and as it were ſet before our eyes | 
that which is promiſed by GOD, | j| 
Hebrewes 11, 1, Apoc. 1, 8, andit is | 
(Ay os TraAyud Toy £ 2atToptrey that 15 
a demonſtration of chings not ſeene;the 
worde fignifieth properly a _convin- 
cing of the conſcience, for faith doth 
ſo conuince him that doubterh bee 
can, doubt no more , not otherwiſe 
then if hee ſawe them with his bodily 


eyes, and hereynto is to bee referred 
that | 


Opmmmmrmmmmommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm——— 
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bleſſed are they that hame not ſeene , and 
(yet) ban beleexed, Toh. 20,29, Ther- 
\ force fayth that giueth vs an aſſurance | 
of the accompliſhment of Gods pro-| 
| miſes , wherher corporall , or ſpiritu- 
all,cemporal],and etcrnall,muſt needs 
bee the firlt, andthe principall. pare 
of this preparation : this is the entry 
dore whereby wee are admitted vnto 
God , and into his houſe, Ephe, 2,1 2. 
without thes it is impeſſible to pleaſe God 
for hee that commeth vnto God muſt 
beleeue Hebre,1 1,5, and whatſoencr is 
not of fairh(thart is done ina con{ciona- 
ble knowledge of Gods will ) i ſine 
Ro, 14, 23. faithis the eye of the body,if 
the eye be ſingle ideſt the farth ſincere, 
the al the body ſhal belight: but if the 
eye be darke deft the faith corrupt, & 
vnſound,then the whole body is dark, 
ſo that neither hand,foete &c;can ex- 
ecute and pertorme his function. This 


faith is the fowach of rhe Sonle to 


attra#, digeſt , and conuert into good 
bloud, 


that ſaying of Chriſt , Thomas becauſe | __. 
thou hajt ſcene thor haſt Leleened , but' © 


_—_ —_ 
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- 6.16.Act,15,9, 1 lohn, 5.4, 


bloud , and noriſhment,the Heauenly 
food of Gods word,& it it either want 
appetite, to deſire, power to digeſt, or | 
ftrength to retaine &c, the whole bo- | 
dy muſt needes by degrees languiſh, | 
and decay:finally it is the rome fonmas | 
tion, andthe inſtrumental cauſe of our | 
tultificarion,regeneration, victory OueT | 
ſinne, and ſatan , peace of conſcience, | , 
and eternall ſaluation, col,2.5,6,Ephe, 
| 4 $4 'FY 


Mar 16,16,loc,3.15.16, 


Thus wee ſec by the properties, ef- ! 
feds; and vies of tail Tei accelfury,b | 
therecan bee no preparation acceptas | 
ble ro God without it;wherefore it we | 
want it, wee mult yſc themicanes to 

get, andobtaive it : and if wee tinde 

our ſclues poſſeſſed with it, wee mutt | 
then preſerue, cheriſh, and noriſh this 
boly lame with the knowledgas of 
Gods word, with the yſc of the Sacra- 
ments,by conference , by meditation, 
by prayer, by praQtiſe of good workes, 
and by hope , expedting , and waiting 
for the ende of it, euen the ſaluation 
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' or the heavent Bride, 


> CEE earns” SI II, oo 


of our ſoules.For firſt our faith through 
the frequency and violence of temp- 
| tations , is often ſore afſaulted and 
| weakened , and theretorc it had neede 
be repayred and confirmed. 

Secondly onely that faith thar vſual 
ly doth growe and encreafe, is the fa- 
uing, and livelyfaich, and ſha!l never 
| be e extinct, for defect of ole; nor pine 
away by any ſpirituall conſumption, 
but continueth firme , and vnmoue- 
able , and obtaincth the promiſes 


Eph.4.11.12.13. {5 
Fm, if faith havenot t (as before |. 
ſpeciied)his« coniinuall ſupply of food, 
it will faile as the wine T7 at the mari- 
| age in Cana of Gali», if it be not no- 
| riſhed, and preſerued, it will wither 
| like the corne ſowen in the Neny: 5 


| ground for want of moiltme, and it |: 
) wilbe loſt as we ſce how it was in t e 


not true faith in exiftence; but onely in 

apparence, and that it-was rather an | 

opinion then adeepeimpreſſion ; for '. 
E 


other- 


—_— _ 


; 
. 


l 


The Lambe; Spoaſe, 


—_———— > — — 


otherwiſe che faith of Peter, and fo of 

Gods c'eCt,ſhall nor faile,and the gifts 
of God(pamely that directly conceine 
ſaluation ) are without repentance, 
Lak 22.32, Kom, 11g 9. Keucr extinct, 
or taken away, 

But that neither with the igno- 
rant , nor with the hypocrites, nor 
yet with the Papiſts CT achee herc- 
tikes wee content , and deceive our 
-| ſelues with a mocke faith,an hiftoricall 


and erronious faith , infteed of that 
which is ſauing,and iuſifying,we muſt 
ſound and ſearch our ſoules, whether 
wee bee Orchodoxe , and vncorruprt in 
the principles of faith, whether werett 
wholy ypon the right obic, whether 


Hgnes,and evidences of it,for then vn- 
doubtedly wee have thar faith that iu- 
ſtifieth the ſinner , prrgeth the heart, 


cngrafteth ys into Chriſt, and ſauerh 
our ſoulcs. But of theſe, and the like 


— Ee ee ts A On, 
50 pare 
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and temporary faith, or with a crackt, | 


it be joyned with _—_ | 
on,and laſtly whether we diſcerne and 
find in our [Toe the inward&outward | 


| 
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| particulers briefel y,and in order, 


ifts "Principles and foundations of faith | g%....) 
1nC * are tele Frearking af il word of God, o f 4 
Ice, is the ordinary and principal meanesy 
act, of ſaluation, Row, 10 14. Chrift js 

both God and Man in one per/ow, per- 
no- fetGOD and perfect man: man to | 
nor ſuffer and dye, and fatisfie for finne in 
> our nature that had offended, and God 
OUT to ſupport his humanitie , to giue efft- 
call | | cacie and power to his doctrine and | 
kt, miracles, and to adde infinite merite 
hat and deſertto all his aRions , and ſuf- | 
wt ferings , Thirdly , onely faith is the 
her hand and infttument to apprehend, 
Fn and apply CHRIST vato ys with | 
elt all his bleſſings , and fo co iuftifie 
ner} | | ys, 
ti Faith is like the eye, which albeit. | 
nd + in the ate, and vertue of ſeeing, itis | 
ud; |, | alone: yet notſolitarye andalonde in 
n- * | the bodye, but ioyned to other parts: | | | 
iu- : | fo faith, albeit ir alone iuſtificth ys | 
& \þ | before G O D, yer it is not ſolita- | 
ch | | | rie,and alone, but alwayes — 
ke | to the proportion of it accompani 
uo 1 E 2 _: x 


tees i 
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with holyl lite and good workes Gal, Fo 
Gees 6, 

There are onely two Sacraments | | 
Toned Chriſt inſtitutcd , and left vnto | 4 
--Jrhe Church,Baptiſmethe ſacrament of 
7) our new birth, and entrance into chri- 
rianny , the outward figne whereof is 
Water : and the Lords Supper, the ſa- | 
"| crament of our growth and perfect 
nouriſhment, and encreaſe in Chriſti- | | 
anity , the outward ſh1gnes and matter | | 
|; whereof arc Bread and Wine , remai- | 


ning both Bread and Wine for ſub* 
Rance, both in the ſacramentall yſe of 
| them, and afterwards as Paw! maketh 


” it manifeſt. 1,Cor,11,26,27, Thatno 
bc 4a fan performe and fulfill the lawe,and 
T- A,.z therfore no man is to hope and looke R 

tc ; i. — for rightcouſnefſe and ſaluation by 
| Of ' I[rhatobedience which hee ſheweth to 
xyr# - Jthe lawe, Rom, 8,3, Gal,2.15,16, That 

{6-qv Þ we cannot make ſatisfaGtion ro wy 

For the leaſt -of our finnes, but that 
Chniſt alone hath moſt fully, and onely | | 
| erformed it; 1.Pet,2, 24, Apocol.5.6, 
| - har the faluatiop, of all that belecue 
is 
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is certaine and infallible , not onely in 
Gods decree, but alſo to themſclues, 
Rom 8.38, Heb.10.22, 'and therefore 
that the opinion of the Papiſtsis wic- 
ked, which make faith yncertaine, and 
ſo holde our ſaluatiof to bee doubt- 
full, 

That all do&rine neceſlary to fal- 
uation is contained in che Scriptures, 
ſo that nothing is citherto be adued to 
| it,or detratted from it, Deut,4, 2,Apoe, 
| 22.18.19 Gal.1.8, [>< 
| © That the knowledge of the.Sctip- 
| turesare neceſſary for all ſorts of pe- 
| plefor their ſaluation, and therefore 
| that they ought to read them ,} that 
| they may thereby learne and ynder- 
| ſtand , what God would haue them to 
beleeue,and doe, [obr. 5-39. Aar.i 3, 
24, Math,22,29, 

That God alone is to be adored of 
ys, and that no part of dimne wor» 
ſhip is to bee giuen vnto any creature, 
Math,g.1o, 

That holineſle of life, & good workes 
as effects , and conſequents of faich, 
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| vponthem,, that they that want them 


and the way wherein wee ſhould walke, 
Epheſ, 2.10. is neceflarily required of 
all that will be ſaued, Hebr,12., 

That the Sacraments are onelye 
fignes and ſcales of righteouſneſſe, 
and not cauſes of ſaluation, and there- 
fore our ſaluation doth not ſo depend 


mult needs bee damned , whereas our 
ſalvation confiſtech onely in Chriſt his 
merits, Afarc, 16, 16. which none can 
diſpoile and difmantle vs of, 

That Chriſt his body was but once 
conceiued of the ſubſtance of the Vir- 

in Mary, and cannot bee mace of 

42 other matter,and that CHRIST 
hath oneiy one body, and therefore ir 
is not made of Wheate bread ( as the 
Papiſts ſay it is dayly ) foritis not the 
{cede of Danid, and bread is notthe 
fleſh of the Virgin, 

That the humaine nature of Chrift 
is now onely reſident , and contained 
in heauen,and thereforc it is not to be 


adored in catth, eAtits.3. 
That | 


> — 
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That the whole force, vertue, an 
efficacie of our ſaluation,and redemp- 
tion, is in the onely , and once offered 
facrifice of CHRIST, Heb. 10,12. 
14. and that this ſacrifice could bee 
offcred of none but Chriſt, who was to 
be a Pricſt for euer, 

Laſtly (to omit diuers other arti- 
cles, which bee more plaine, and con* 
felled) it is a foundation of faich, to 
know, beleeue, and hold, that then im- 
mediatly after the diflolution from 


the body, the ſoules of the righteous | 


arecarryed by the eAngels into hea- Luke. 16, 
uen, and the ſoules of the wicked and Ye 23+ 


impenitent, are carryed by the diaill 
into hell ; and that the ſame bodyes 
with all cheir perfe& partes, and de- 
menkons ſhall for ſubſtance bee raiſed 
vp by CHRIST atthe day of iudg- 
ment, ob, 19, 25, 26, Of this maine 
and principall article many are igno- 
rant , or at leaft not iuditiouſly and 


ſoundly perſwaded,as may appeare by 


uke, 13. 
verl,20, 


T.\ 


the examinati6 of the ignorant people 
E 4 + both 


— 
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beth in theirſickneſle, and otherwiſe, 
Theſc heads , & foundations viz.they 
that ſhall either with Arheiſts deny al, 
or withthe Church of Rome deny , or 
by conſequence ouerthrowe moſt of 
them, or with the common,or yulgat 


f- proteſiant bee ignorantof them; can- 


not poſſibly (forthe time preſent)haue 
truc faith, for faitn can no more then | 
a omple, a houſe, or any other edifice | 
bee without his many grounds, and | 
foundation , Wherefore if weerre,or | 
bee ignorant in theſe, or in the like | 
principles of faith , let: vs by dikgent | 
hearing of the word, reading of the | 
Scriptures, and O» Orthodaxe bookes, by | 
conſulting the God!y Tearned, and by | 
cearnelt prayer to G OD for illumina- | 


tion and vndciſtandingſeeke to bee | 
better informed,and reſolued. 

The fecond point to bee conſide- | | 
red, is whether Chriſt with hi: his one onely | 
merites, and obedience bee the onely | 
Objett of our faith, ſo that in matter of | 
ſaſuation'wee veterly diſclame, and | 


* xenounce all other feined merites , fa- | 


tisfaCtions, | 
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| tisfaCtions , interccfſions of men, and | 
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redeemer, and mediator, Act.4/12, pe 
Heb.,7,25.Phi.,3, 4 | 
ie third point , whether our faith | 


———— — 


doe nor onely reſtin abare and naked * 
knowledge, and hiſtory of Chriſt, ( as | 
the fayth of the deuills, and reprobates | 
doth) bur alſoapply , and appropriate - 
Chriſt, yea and encioſe (as it were). 
him, and all his: merits vnto them- ' 
ſelues, and their owne faluation : for | 
as without vſe , and application of the | ,, >= 0% 
Teapon there is no defence , of anoy- | | 
afce : without vſe, and application of | 
medicine no cure, without v{e,andap= | 2. | | 
plie of meate and drinke, no continu- | 5 
ance of life, without purtivg on of ap- Pi 
parell no warmth,or hiding of ouryn- | 
eemly partes, without acceptance, | ,> 
and perticuſer acknowledgement of | 
the Kings generall pardon, there is no 
Cl :io aleſſe we apply and} S« »-«« 
appropriate Chriſt with all his obedi- 


ence, and merites vnto our ſelues wee | 


; 
. 


him; 
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—o-.9 = Thomas the Apoſtle, My Lord and my 


him wee do cbur beate the ayre, run at 

| randome,and ſhoore at the rouers, 
Wherefore to conclude this porne, 
, wee mult ——_ Daxid , O Lord my 
my redeemey , and with 


Ged,and with che Church in the Can- 
ticles my welbelowed is mine, and ] ane 
bis, Cant.2.16. 

| Fourthly we are a little to conſider, 
& take a view of fame pregnant, & re= 
markable fignes , and effectes of true 
fairh,whereby(as by certainerrulty in- 
telligencers)we may be informed, and 
certified whether we haue true fayth, 
ornot, 

Firſt ic js one figne of a beleeuer to 
joyne , and aſſociate himſelfero thoſe 
aſſemblies and thoſe people wherein, 
and amongſt whom the true, & ſincere! 
[worſhip of God is profeſſed , and efta» 
bliſhed : for in the 2,0f the Acts of the 
Apoſlles itis ſayd the Lord added to the 


(hurch from day to day ſuch 4s ſhould 


| 


be ſaurd, AR. 2, 47. Anditis anote of 
perdition for a man to- forfake the holy 


afem- |. 
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| aſſemblys,t ſo ro withdraw himſelfe and 
| bis farth from G O D, Hebrewes, 10. 
25.and 39, 

Thomas abſenting himſelfe from 
the Apoſtles and their fellowſhip but 
ſome eight daies, or there abouts was 
ſo hardned in ynbeleifc that he would 
not belecue the teſtimony, and aſſeue. 
ration of the reft of the Apoſtles that 
told him chat Chriſt was riſen , except 
hee might ſee the print of the nailes, 
ard put his finger into the print of thens, 
and put his hand inte bis fide , and had 
not CHRIST bcene ſo mercifull 
vnto him , as to congdeſcend to his 
infirmitie , and withall to. mollific 
his heart hee had periſhed in bis 
obſtinacite , What then is to bee 
ſaydof them that ſeldome, that neg- 
ligently , yea that neuer come in- 
to GODS Chamber of preſence 
to hcare the bleſſed Preaching of his 
word, and to pertake of the Heauenly 
Hanna of the Sacraments , ſure! 
| they are in a moſt dangerous and ae 

pcrate caſe, 


—_— 
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Toh. 26, ver 


25, 
| 
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| aſhamed of vs , if wee denyhim, hee 


- | A ſecond note of faith is, conſtant. 
'ly wiſely , and boldly to confeſle and 
| maintaine the doQrine of ſaluation, 
and all the foundations of fayta when 
we are thereynto called : For we muſt 
belecue with the heart, and conſeſſe 
with the mouth, Rom.10.10, We muſt 
haue Chriſt his name written 1n our 
forheads, Apoc.14,1, Wee though we 
live whereſathan hath his throne, mult 
keepe Chriſts name and not deny the 
faith, Apoc, 2,13. Wherefore it ſtand- | 
eth ys ypon to looke to our ſclues, and 
to beeware that wee bee not daunted 
with ſcoffes , andlaunders , terrified 
with feare of trouble, and perſecution, 
ſeduced with flattery, ouercome, with 
falfe perſwaſions , and corrupted with 
offer of prefit., ab preferment, For if 
wee bee aſhamed of Chriſt our cood 
Lord, Maiſter,and Redeemer,he Silbe 4 


will deny vs before his Heaucnly Fa- 


ther, and all the Holy Angells: and 


contrarywiſe if wee confeſle, and ho- 


nour him before men, hee wil confeſle | 
and | 


————— * ——_ 
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| and honour ys., Finally wee are/then 
CORAL F 


| 


or the heanenly Bride, 


onely)made partakers of Chnlt if wee 
keepe ſure ynto the end Thu axhy ris Te 
cams , id eft , the beginning of our af- 
ſurance,(or wherby we are ypkolden,) 
Heb. 3-14, 

Athird euidence of fayth is to ſhew ]- 
and make knowne our diſlike, and ha- 
tred of errour , and falſe doctrine, yea 
to ſer, and oppoſe our ſelucs againſt 
it, ſo farre forth as our calling will 
warrant, 

Thus Daxid profeſſeth that hee 
hateth all falſe waies, Plal.119.104, 
and 128, Thus Pax! being at Athens, 
and ſeeing the Citty yarudary id ef 
that is addiQted to Idolatry yit is ſayd 
that the . Spirit in him Taxj*%7o 
was prouoked to: indignation, Acts, 
x7. 16, and thus the Angell of the 
Church of Epheſus is commended, 
becavſe hee could not forbearethem 
that were euill;, becauſe hee did exa= 
minethe falſe Apoſtles & found them 
out, Apoc.2,2, 

A 


Tf. The Lambes Spouſe, 

q: a Atl; 2nd that a more inward, 
-i| | ardinfallible note of faith is with E- 
| zechias, Daxid, 1vb, Anna,Gedeon,and 
If|..,.;>-| orhers to belecue, and depend vpon \ 
lj 4 God ,, <cven-then when wee haue 
[lf (for the preſent)no feeling,and when 


PR——_ — 


in trouble we ſce no meane of deliue- 
rance , for this is a demonſtration that 
we rely wholy , and only on his helpe, 
2nd therefore is moſt acceptable to 
his maicſty , yea ;.if God in our ſee- | 
ming,and appichenfion ſhould wound | 
vs,bec an enemy vnto vs, write bitter 
things againſt ys, yea, and kill ys,yet | 
"yl: mult weetruſt in him, 2, Chr, 2631, 
vt; 32. ſay, 38.vcr.2,3, Pſalm 77,7.3.9, 
11 [65.13 .verl,15,1.Sam,ver.ly, nag,s, 
113.2 ,Sam.15.,26, 
"For God many times Jeaueth his 
Chi!dren withour ſenſe,and feeling of 
. | preſent comfort,& that partly to brin 
| þthem to repentance for ſinnes paſt, Job. 
2 þ13:26, == make them knowe 
themſelues for he time preſent, Dewr. .4 
13.2.3. partly to preu&t finnes in time 
3 | to come,2,Cor,1 2.7.8, 


— 
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| | Afeurth;noteis the gift,& praQtiſe 
of prayer, or the Ser e Gods 
name in the only mediation of Chriſt, 
for this 15 a [peciall charater,and note 


cerned from an Infidell , or reprobate, 
and is knowne to bee one of Gods 
Children, Rows, 10, 14,1, (7,1, 3,2, 
Tim. 1.19. and contratiwile it is 4 
brand of an Infidell, or an Atheiſt 
| neuer to pray. /eremy 10, 25, Pſaime 
14, 4+ But that wee bee not decei- 
ued herein, for ignorant people may 
mutter ouer, and ſay by rote certayne 
prayers, 2nd the hipocrite , may make 
2 = ſhew, certaine rules mult bee 
obſerued and heeded, 

Firſt "that our praiers bee madein 
knowledge of Gods will , otherwiſe 
they are not made in fayth,and ſo cat» 
not pleaſe God, Rom, 14,ver.4- 


fo much by preſcript foime , as accot- 
ding to che preſent ſenſe, & feeling of 


of an cle of God, whereby heis diſ-} 


Secondly that in priuate we pray not | - 


our owne wants, & imperfcRions c&'+» 


1b 


— 


uing the ſupply of thew, 


EI _— 
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he Lambes Spouſe, 


| Thirdly , that it doe not confiitiuu a | 
few words of courſe, bur bee enlarged | 


| 


as rimec,and our preſent neceſſities oc- | 
cahon vs, 1,Sam.1 verſ.1 5. 

Fourthly , that the matter and ſub- 
iect of our prayers bee chiefely, andin | 
the firſt place , the aduancement of | 
Gods Golſpell and kingdome,, there- 
mithon of our owne f:innes, and the 


faluation of our ſoules, and then in the 
ſecond place to pray for temporalls, 
andooutward things, bur alwayes con- 
ditionally , and with ſubietng our 
wills to Gods will, Marh,26.,ver, 29. 

Fiftly, it muſtnot be only for a brygt 
ypori. a ſudden motion , or onely in 
time of great trouble, but daily , and 
aew56" F for thus are wee taught to 
pray inceſſantly,and never to giue over 
yntjll God grauc our requelis, 1,T he, 
5. Luke. 187. 

Sixtly, wee mult pray in humilitie, 
and in ynfained loueto God and men; 
forthe proud mans. prayer God reiec- 


teth; Luke 18,,erſe 14. and the malt- 


c 


d&7 * . 


jous mans prayer ,-and ſacrifice is 


abho- 
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iabhominable, Laſily, (not to beredi-! 


ous, ) wee mult not pray onely for our 
{elues,and kindred as carnall men (in 
their manner ) ſometimes doe, bur for 
the whole church of God-ypon earth, 


Chriſtians, as Kings, Counſellers, Ru- 
lers,lJudges, Magitirates, the reuerend 
Prelates, Paſtors, Preachers, Minilters; 
commons , and moſt. earneſtly and 
compaſlionately, for thoſe whom wee 
know afflicted , hated , perſecuted for 
the truth, and Goſpels take, or forany 
good caute whatſocuer , or where-ſos 


cugr. 
Fchou Ende all theſe ſignes of faith, 
or molt of them it 1 thy ſelfc .be als, 
fullto G OD for them, and -which of 
them thon feeleft , and perceiueſt - 
{clte to bee deſtitute of, in part, or 
whole , ſeeke for the obraining of it, 
and if thou bee wholy voyde of them; 


then its is high time, whules opportunis 


5 


and for euery ſtate ard condition of 


|rie | ecueth, td labour tor procure them 


| by aff toly meanes, Looke _—_—_ | 


[tothe maine chance, get & andnouriſh 
F _. faith, 


—_—__©_—— 
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faith, and thou canſt, not periſh : bur 
want, or negle& thou it, and thou 
canſtnot bee ſaued , [am horum mais 
accipe,. pr patens 0 nel 
To the former notes, and teſtimo- 
nies of faith, may yety well be added 
puritic, and innocence of life , and a 
liucly hope of eternall glory,for theſe 
are certaine and infallible notes of 
faich, and peculiar effects of ic; bur of 
theſe I purpoſe to treate diftintly, and 
more at large in the two next points 
of preparation,wherof theſe are bran- 
ches, And thus much of faith , re 
foundations obic& , application, agd 


notes of ir, 


The ſecond principall head in this 
preparation, prPitie, and innocencie of 
life and conuerſation , This is a nota- 
ble and peculicc woke, and declarati- 


1 on of faith , and it proccedeth, as na- 


turally from ic, as the beames from 
the ſunne, the waters from the foun- 
taine, and the fruires in their ſeaſon 


| 


from the ſruicſull erce , hereypon faith 
is 


—_ 
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or the heauenly Bride, 
is ſd to purifie the heart, Afts, I5+9, 
faich , and repentance are bothprea- 
ch:d_togerher , and fo ought to bee 
practiled, Mark,1.15, 


——_ 


The neccſlitic of this holinefle,and | » 


innocencie appeareth plainely : with- 
out holimeſſe, no man ſhall ſee God, Heb. 
12,7 4. except Chrift waſte vs wee haue 
no part with hm, John, 13.8. except a 
man bee borne of water , and the holye 
Gboſt . hee ſhall never criter into the 
kingdome of heauen, /obn, 3,5, Finally | 
ne wncleane thing ſtall enter into the 
heauenly Cittie, neither whatſoener wor- 

th abhomination, or lyes, Apoc, 21, 
27. Likewiſe irnocencic and harmlefſe 
ſimplicige is a_cognizance and badge 
of them that are prepared for Gods 
kingdome ; for they mult bee innocent 
as Downes, Math, 10. 16, harmeleſle as 
yong children, Mat. 18, 3 without gwile 
in their wouthes, Plalm. 32.2, ſuffcring| 
wrong rather then offering it , and 
dooing no man iniurye, but labour- 


— 


ing to doc ue to all men ; andno 
maruaile , fo 
F 42 _ and 
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r becing borne a new | 
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and caſt into a new molde, wee e muſt 
operari ſecundum formam renouatam, 

according to our new nature ,(o muſt 
be our actions ;)and if wee bee rightly 
Tegenerate, the eftects that doe retaine 
the Gmilitude of the cauſe, muſt needs 
entertaine ſome correſpondencie with 
It, 

Secondly, Chriſt leſus the vnſpot- 
ted Lambe of GOD, will neuer marry 
with the Church, vntill ſhee bee firlt 
waſhed and (anitified, Ephel, 5, 26,27. 
and they onely that haue not defiled 
their garments, ideit , corrupted their 
conſcience with grofſe and gricuoug 
finnes, ſhall walke with Chriit in white, 
Apoc,; ,verl.4, 

Thirdly , being contracted, and in- 
grafteg into C hrift, that is} holineſle it 
ſelfe, wemuſt not walke after the fleſh, 
bur atter the /þirir, Roni, 8.x, wee muſt 
be contormable vnro Chriſt his death 
by mortification, and to his reſurre&i- 


on, by newneſle of life, or elſe wee are 
no lively members of his body , but 
dead and rotzen fleſh, It is an axiome 
in 


| — 


> _@©ams AC©O©TRXcc 


————_— omm——_—_—_—_ mm 6 > d.mnn. "Or 


| or the heavenly Bride, 
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in Philoſophy, quo quid propinquits bo- 
[10.20 melixs, eAriſto.3,T op, wherefore 
[if we be in Chriſt, and contracted to 
| him,wee mult needs be better,for wee 
are not onely necre him , butof him, 
and hein ys, and we in him, And that 
our holinefſe and innocencie of life 
bee not rather in the flowre , then in 
thefruite;and in pompe more then in 
proofe,we muſticethatit be conſtant, 
andencreaſe ;$S6%s Wee'continually, 
parcly by ordinary flips , and infirmi- 
ties, and partly by ſpirituall conflicts, 
& combares,receiue ſome loſle, foiles, 
decayes; ſo muſt we dayly endeuour 
| to ſtrengthen our ſelues,torepaire our 
| decayes, and to mend our garments, 
| and to regaine, and recouer our loſſes, 


gendering of holynefle, ſinne doth 
decreaſe ; for as one kingdome can- 
got endure two Kings, 1o the king) 
dome of Chrift cannot conſort with 
the dominion of Satan, 


F 3 " Where- 
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| Wherefore we mult not pleaſe , and 


content ourſe/ues with the our-ward 
ſhew of holincfle,or deceijuc our ſelucs 
with the opinion that men may con» 
ceiue of vs, Out-ward ſhewcs are hike 
Sodome Apples , goodly in colour, 
and appearance, but if amancruſh, 
and open them , they are nothing 
but powder, or aſhes, and as for mens 
opinion of ys , it is no cettaine Eui- 


dence of our inward holines , for 
' Hipocrifie is ſpunne with fo fine a 
[ ed, that it can decciue the moſt 
; Gouly., and iudicious ( at leaſt for 
a long yine ) in the world , thus 
Damid was deceiued in Achitophell 
his {amiliar and counſellor,the e-{poſ- 


in Nico/as, one of the ſeauenDeacons, 
Secondly wee malt not onely bee 
innoccnt our ſclues, and holy, and 


. - = | 
ter in ſudas, and the whole Church 


here-ypon thirke wee may endur 

filthy ſpeach , horrible blaſphemye 
of GODS ſacred name , falſe im» 
putations laide yppon iuſt men , 0- 


| 


pen drunckenneſſe , and notorious 


profaneſle 
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profaneſſe in others ; bur we muſt(if, 
wee hauc any dramme , or ſpaike 0 

gracein ys, or any partickle of zeale 
for God,)rebuke them, and ſhew our 
hatred,offence , and oppoſition againlt 
them, Eph, 5.11. Herein our loue to 
God,our hatred of cuill, our {trength, 
and reſolution in Godlines is cuident=- 
ly diſcryed , and dilcouered Luke, 23. 
41.AR,14.v0r,14., 

Thirdly wee muft beware., and 
ſhunne ill company and fellowſhip ; 
for if wee bee not armed with ſpe- 
ciall grace , and alſo molt chary how 
wee come into their company , taey 
will ſoone infe& , coole, and corrupt 
vs.They arc as the peſtilent vapor to 
the apt and open body, as fire to 
the tynder , as pitch co the hands, 
as Dalila to Sampſon , and as Ieſabel 
to Achab;they are ſo ready and for- 
cyble by their ill prefidene , gnd 
perſwaſions to infect , and our na- 
ture ſoe_weake , and impotent to 
refiſt if it bec not. alwayes affifted 


p— EIT 


with ſpeciall grace , and the ſpirirof 
God 


. 
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God, that the Holieſt, the Wileſt , the 
incragaeh haue hereby ſoone beene 
defiled,and polluted, how much more 
thoſe that cither haue very little grace, 
or none at all , and that make no con- 
ſcience , and choife of their company, 

The third head,or principall part in 
preparation is Charity,and the Fruites, 
and effects of it, charity , or loue is the 
fulſilims of the lawe. Rom, 13.10,it is 


the boud of perfettion, Colo, 3, 14, For 
it knitteth , and bindcth all other ver- 
tues together, that they be not diſſol- 
ued,and it brefereth them; this chati- 
tie dependeth ypon the loue of God, 
and cannot bee in any hethen,the ſha. 
dow of all other vertues (befides this) 
may bee in Pagazs, as piity , bountie, 
modeltie, patience &c, but not this,& 
his doth vnite , and 1oyne all the 
members of the Church together , Fi- 
nally without this, if wee hauc all o- 
ther rare perteTtions. yet before GOD 
weeare nothing. Cor,13,.2, Charity 
is 18 PelpeR of the eternity of it grea- 


ter; yea; preferred before' fayth, and 
hot hope. | 
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es 


or the heanenty Bride. 


hope. 1. Cor 13,13, for fayth,and ndho 
determine Ki this lite, but Py 065 


aeth for exer, 


Againe in reſpect of theobic, and| 2 


the viſtbility oft, it is greater then et- 
ther fayth , or hope , forf fayth,and hope, 
haue for their obie& ouly G O D,and 
Chriſt, but loue extendeth ir ſeltero 
God,and man, Roms, 8.25 fayth is init 
ſelfe inuifible , but loue , and charity 

per{picuous , and apparant. Iac, 2.16. 
18. this charity , and louc is not onely 
in tongue , in promiſes, andin affeRti- 
on,and welwiſhing to men , but alſo 
in truth and indeede,as 1, Tohn,3,18; 


Charity is bountifull and ſeeketh not her | 
owre, 1,Cor,13,4, 5.it is communicati-, 


| 1199 ſity, thatis, imparteth chat which 


ſhe hath to others, and hicre that prin- 
ciple of Philoſophy is verified, bonum 
gito communits eo melins ; the more 
common it is the more comfortable._Ic 


doth not(as many of our incloſers)im-| 


pale, imparke, and hedge inthe com- 


mon groundes , and fields ro her pri- 
uate vie , to the weakening of :the 
| State 


| 
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Stare, andthe ruimating ofthe Com- 
| muralty,but like a fountaine,ſendeth, 
and itreameth forth her waters ynto o- 
thersſhec is ſo farre(as it is to be fea- 
red many praCtiſe)from appropriatiug 
to her ſelfe in parc, or in wholethe 
poore mens ſtocke,and coll:ction-mo- 


| ny gathered, aud giuen for building, 
orrepaireing of Churches,or Townes, | 


that haue beene conſuned-by fire, 
that ſhe liberally giueth of her owne, 
But (to ende this point ) the praQiſe 
whereof ſhould neuerende, As faith 
worketh by charity , ſo there are cer- 
taine particulers wherin her Offices are 
moſt conſpicuous , and obſeruable, 
Firſt we muſt bee lights , and lamps to 
others by our examples, and not looke 


2, Cor.9.2, 

Secondly when our, brother offen- 
deth,wemuſt in charity , and diſcreti- 
on admoniſh him', and not to ſuffer 


him, ar18.15, 


—— —— 


who will begin firſt, as Mathew 5.16. | 


| 


| 


him to periſh in his finne(as many do) | 
rather deridyng him , thea direRting 


__Thicdly £ | 


or the heaxenly Bride. 


Thirdly , wee muſt exhorr,and per- | 


ſwade others to Godlines , and good 
workes, Heb, 3,13, Fourthly we muſt 
by Smmpathy,and fellow-feeling, & ef- 
pecially by words of Scripture rightly 
ynder{tood, and well appled,comtort, 
and cheere the aftlicted, 1,Theſſa,5,14, 
and therefore iee muſt not poſt,and 
put off, all to the miniſter , as though 
it cocerned not ys at all, Fiftly we muft 
pray for others, and eſpecially for their 
conuerſion,and faluation,r,Timat, 2.1 
2. and that both publikly,and priuate- 
ly, And lattly eucry man muſt accor- 
ding to his abvlity,& other mens wants 
and neceſſities willingly & ſeafonably 
impart of his woildly goodes |for 
their releife, As, 2, 21. 2.{ orimthi. 
8. Galla, 6.10, 1 Tohn,;,16, Thisis 
the touchſtone of many , and moſt 
mens'religion in theſe laſt and worft 
dayes , for herein they are moſt 
fauty and defeCtiue, butlet them that 
will netdoc good with theirtempo- 
ralls , beware leaſt chey for omiſſion 
heereof , iultly bee condemned 


| 
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with the two rich worldling , in Luke 
Chapter 12, 17. 19, and Chapter 16, 
24 , and with infinite- others at the 
day of Iudgement, CHathelw 23.42. 


43-45. 


The laſt point, and branch ofthe 
preparation is hope, deſire, and exxpelta- 
Fon of the marriage, and the glorie , and 
foye of it , and hereypon it is that hope 
is called the eAnker of the Sole, 
{ure,and Readfalt,to lay , and ſuſtaine 
vs in all ftormes , and tempeſtcs of 
temptations, Hebre.6.19,yca the king- 
dome of Heauen , which wee waite 
for,is called, A bleſſed hope, Titns, 
2,13. this hope of eternall glorie), 
is a.notable meanes to ſtirre vp men 
to. purge , and reforme themſclues, 
2, -lohn 2. 3, with the expectation 
of which bliſſe , wee muſt comfort one 
another, 1. Theſalonians 4, 17, and 
wee muſt both in temporall, and ſpiri- 
tually tryalls not groweimpatient,as 
the rebellious Iewes that could not 
expect, and ſtay for Afoyſes fortic 
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F lons captiuitie , yea and expected, and 
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or the heauenty Bride, 


daies , but would needes in the meane | 
time play the Idolators ; but with the 
woman of { 2naan, aftera firſt, ſecond, 

and third repulle hope ſtill Mat,15.27. | 
28, we mult with the Creeple, in Jobn 
{ometime before wee be cured waite 
thirty cight yeares, /oh. 5, 5.7, Wee 
muſt wita Abraham againlt hope, be- 
leeue vnder hope , Romans 4,8, And 
as the lewes paticntly(many of them) 
waited in hope of the accompliſh- 
mentof Gods promiles many yeares, 
both their dcituerance out of Egipts 
tirranny , and afterwards out of Babi- 


defired many hundred yeares the In» 
carnation of Chriſt before that they 
in their poſterity enioyed it: ſomult 
we alſo tarry the Lords leaſure,in pa» 
tience, and 1n Nope fuſtaine our ſoules, 
P{al.;7, and waiteall the daics of qur 
pilgrimage yntill Chriſt come' vate! 
vs by death, or the laſt iudgement,-fok 


ourfull , and finall redemption... Shall}. 


the huſ bandman waite for the pre- 
tious fruite of the earth , andihane 
long 


; The Lambes Spouſe, 
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| 


long patience wntill hee receine 

| he firſt , and the latter raine , and 
| ſhall not wee bee much more patieat, 
| and ſettle our hearts , ſeeing. the com- 
ming of the LO R_D i ſo neere, Jam, 
5 7,8. 

To this hope wee muſt annexe, 
and adioyne an earneſt defire, and 
ardent prayer ; as for the accom- 
phſhment of other promilcs, ſo ſpe- 
cially for the ſecond , comming of 
our LORD and Sauicur IESVS 
CHRIST. 

Hence it is that wee are tought 
to pray thy Kingdome come, Mathew 
6, 50 to haſten vnto the day of the 
comming of GOD, 2 Peter 2, 12, 
to defire to bee cloathed wrth inmor- 
talitre , yea, tn i h for it, 2. Colinthi, 
5.9 We muſt faycome LORD [E. 
SFVS, come quicz/he , Apoc.22.19.20, 
How le»#g L ORD TESTS, how 
leg? Apoc.'6.i0, 11, Wee muſt with 
the creatures «T1ya20z&y that is care- 


— 


—— 


fully,and defiroufly lorke for, Romans 


8, 19, as hee that out of a priſon 
M34 hn and ORG grate, 


FY 


— — — 


adi 


or the heauenly Bride, 


grate , or caſement, putteth forth his | 
iead ro brhold a farre off him that is 
expected, 

Reaſons in briefc to kindle and en. 
create this hope, and defire of this ſo- 
lemniz ation , and per{c& coniunRiop 
wit: Chritt, are e{pecially foure : Firſt 
the exaimple, and ferment Tſe of the 
creatures, who albeitthey be fin-lcſle, 
yer becauſe mans finne hath corrup- 
ted them , and doth continually per- 
vert 2nd abuſe them ; they in their 
kinde ferrerrly defire to bee freed 
from this bo--d:ge., and to bee reflored 
irto the glorious !ibertie of Gods chil- 
aren ; much more wee that haue re- 
ce:ued the firlt fruites of the ſpirit 
mutt long, and looke for a farre more 
glorious eltate. Roman, 8, 19, 21. 
22.23. 

Secondly,the infinite miſcries,trous 
bles , perſecutions of the world, and 


the vanitic , rickl1ſh and fickle eſtate, f. 


and mortality of all things herein con» 
tained, muſt tirre yp our hearts defire, 
ard expeRation of full redemption, 

and 


_— 
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> | 


and glorihcation, Phil.;, 20, Heb, I 3, | 

13, 2.C&.4-8.9,17. Coloſc3.1. 2, 3, | 

{ to this purpoſe doth the triumphant 

| Church in treauen, (ina generall {ort) | 

! defire the end of the world , that the 

| Lord may iudge,and azenge their bloud 

' that was ſhed wyon the earth, Apoc. 6, 

ver(.10. | 
Arthird reaſon, and that more prins | 

; Cipall,1s that an end may bee put to all 

| Finne; and wee may haue perfect victo= 

! rie 0uer it, yca, and treade downe $a- 

! tan vnder our fcere ; for then we ſhall 


— 


; be deliuered fro all the relicks,ſtumps, 


 TOOtes, and remainders of ſinne, 1.Cor, 
T5. 55-56, Rom,106,20, AAP, 3.4 and 
19.8, Whereas 1n thi 5 mortalitic, wee | 
tayly,and eucry moment, finne aganſt, 


and offend our G OD, breake all his | 
commandements, and prouoke his an- | 
gecr,and pull downe many 1wdgements 
n vs, Rom,7.17.18.19, and 2 3 24. 
Cala 4.5.17. yea all our obedience , and 
our beſt attions , are tainted with 
finne;and ſo vnperfeR, 7/a,63.Tit,z, 5. 


I.Cor,t3.10,11, 
Laſtly 


"y 


Cc - 
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or the heanenly Bride, 


| Laftly, the fruition andenioyment 
| of Chritt lis glorious prelence, and 
s Jo] perfe3t fellowlhip, muit be a forcible, 

and effecuall meanes to confirme our | 


"| | |hope &coflamecur defire, Phil1,23. 

, 7 Hebr.11,25,27 fot here1s che danquer 

np [that neuci endeth , the mariage that 

> laſteth for eucr , the triumph that 1s 

ine | { perpetual , the abſence and remouall 

all { of a!l euil! nd c preſence and poſ- 

"nl | {ſeſſion of all good 5 but hereot Wee 

I | muſt ſpeake more at !arge in the third 

maT | general [ction, £:, 

Ps, Here,by this doctri 1e are condem- Oſen, 

po ; ned all \adduce *% the ffs, Nulli-fidians, 

nd | ard Scorners of Chrilts comming, who 

| | becauſe they walke by ſenſe, and nor | 

aſt. | | by faith , by reaſon , and not by Scrip- 

mel f | ture, andfollowtheir one luſts; and E 

Py | { will not beeruledbyrheline of Gods | 

w_ / word,deny,and deride the doctrine of 

RB | the reſurreQtion , Chriſts ſecond com- 

ond | ming,heauen,and hell, as 2.Pet,3. 3,4, | 

ich | 2.T im.2,17.18, | 

Secondly , here are reproued, and Y/e,2, 

4:1 | Conuinced all Epicwres, Libertines looſes | 

ily | Ar rg G liners, | 
- "_ — 


em 
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livers, and all worldlings , and voluptu- 
o14 perſons, who albcit they in worde 


deny not any Article of faith , as the | 
former did , and doe; yet they denic . 
the power of all religion in rheir | 
hearts , and fo live as chough there | 
were neither God-nor Gdiucll, heauen 


or hell, louing riches more then re- 
ligion, and plcalures morethen pietie, 
247 imot,3.4 5. 

Vſe,z. Thirdly wee ſhall by obſer- 
uving and noting the meeſure & quan- 
citie of our hope, and defire of Chriſts 
comming,&c. iudge of , and diſcerne 
the quantitie of our faith ; for theſe 
being neceflary effects of faith,if they 
be great and liucly fo is our faith, and 
if they bee weake or dead , fo is our 
faith ; for the tree is knowne by the 
fruites , and the cauſe by the vndoubs- | 
ted and proper cffeQs of it ; And thus | 
much of preparation, and the princi- | . | 
pall parts of it, | 


Now we are to come to treat of the 
ſpecia!l opportunitie, and rime when, | } 
both chis ge nerall , and particuler pre« 

| paration 


II © — 


en ene 


or the heaunety Pride, 
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| paration is to be made, & thar is onely | 
| the preſert time , and this preſence life, 
| whiles the day, che /ghr, and the arars | 
| {afteth,and while the meanes , and mi- 
| niltery of grace, reconciliation,and ſal- 
nation arc offered, and continue, Tit#s 
2.10.Gal.6,19,10h,9,4.10h,12,:5.36. 
2.{ or.6 1, befcre our hearts be harde- 
ned with the long cuſtome of ſinne, and 
ſo they become yncurable, H«by,z.13., 
eAts. 28, 27, whilcit C:riit knecketh 
at the dyore »f our hearts, 3.20, defore 
the night commetrh, /o-z.9.4. and the 
doore bee ſhut, Lyke. 13, 25, for in 
the graue, in death, and hell, noe 
| praying of GOD, and no time of 


| repentance , and reconciliation , as 


| 
| 


; 


| 


Tſay.38, Luke,16, 24, 25. the Bride 
mit trimma her ſelfe in this life, Apo, 
197. 

Now muſt the wedding garment bee 
prouided, Math,2 2-11,thislifeis the 
time of grace, for the minifterie of re- 
conciliation is onely here, 2,( or, 5,18. 
1.Cor.1 5,24.and 28, Epheſ.4.11.12- 
t;; for at the daye of iudgement 
G 2 jc 
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it ſhall | wholy ceaſe, La{ily,Chrift for- | 
, giveth innes ( onely) in carth, Lk, 5+ 
| (24+ and the Apotil es, and ſo the mini. 
| ſters of the word in al ages ſucceeding | | 
thew,bir:de and looſe ,retame, and remit | 
fnncs in ear th, 4 ath,16.19, lohn, 20, 
22, wherefore we mult ſeckethe Lord 
Whiles be may be found , and in the fixe | 
dayes of this lite , prouide vs of the 
heauenly Manaa that wee may keepe 
with him at neleftir g Sabboth in the 
higheſt heauens, 

Here is ouer-throwne that vile and 
damn. ble doctrine of the Popiih pure 
gatoric, who imagine, and teach that 


_— —— 


the foules of many are temporailye 
tormented in Purgatoric flanes , and | 
that they may bce caſed and releaſed | 
of their torment: , by the prayers and | 
interceiſions . and (CHifodions of the | 
liuing, and ſpecially by the pardons of 
the beaſt, I meane not Nebuchadzezar | 
tranefoimed for ſcauen yeares into a | 
beaſt, but rhe Pope eternized forone:; | 
es firſt, this ! latecoyned doct: ine ' | 


1$ injurious and derogatoi ie to Chriſt | | 


his 
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| hethat beleeueth is ſaued,and he that p-.. . 


| WY 
| both in ſoule immediatly , and alſo in 


© — 


or heauenly Bride, 


his all-ſufficient ſatisfaRtion,who dyed | 
( onely) once to put away finne, Heb, 

9.26, Heby.7.25, and in all places of | 
ſcripture, merice, ſatisfa&tion, and re-; 
demption, is onely aſcribed to his 
bloud, to his ſtripes , to h1s ſufferings, 


body ioyntly and apart,8c, Secondly, | 


| beleeueth not is condemned already, | 


| Luke 1 3,3+F+ | 


| interceſſion to eAbrabam 1 


- in adultery l:ucd , prayed for his life, 


for hee knew it would not auayle. 


viz, in the decree, and by the word of | 
God, [ohn.3.8. Thirdly, who-ſo-euer | 
repentcth not, and beleeueth not , dy- 
eth in his finnes , and ſo vndoubtedly 
periſherh, Tohn, 8.21. Ezechi 18, 24. ; 


8 


| 
| 
| 
( 
' 


Fourthly , the ric? glutton making | 
behalfe 
of his hue bretheren found Fo favour, 
but receiued a tuft repulſe 8& reproote, | 
Lwuke.16.29,31, 

Fiftly, Da#id whiles the child borne 


but as ſoone as it was dead ,'then hee 
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ceaſed praying , and faſting for it, 


G 3 


2.Sam. 


44 


T he I ambes ſponſe, 


————, | 


| 2.5am*t 2,707je, 22,43, 

Lafily , the penitent thecie that 
ſuffered with Chriſt , and neuer had 
gone good , vpon his ſerious repen- 
f tance, an firme faith, albeit wrought 
Jo -miraculoutly at the lalt j;oure, had a 
| promiſe made him to bee that ſame 
daye with CHRIST in Paradice, 
Litke 23.43, which Saint Paw/ enters | 
preteth to be the third heauen, 2,Cor, | 
12. 3,4. becing compared together, | 
Now it any man had gone to purga- | 
rorie fire, and ſhould there be turcher | 
pnrged and prepared,no doubt he had | 
beene one, [ed hec-hattenus de queſtus- 
ſeſemapapt [tarems fabula, 

& Oſe,2. Secondly, ſecing that there 
is nolibertie , and peacc of conſcience 
| vntill mca repeat, Prox.18 14, and no 
aQuall pardon , and tiar the timeto | 
repent,aud prepare our {elues, 15 onely | 
this life, which is ſhort, momentary, & | 
tranſitory , and wherein , the children 

dyc as well as the ancient , yong-men 
as well as the olde , the ffrong and lu- 
ſtie, as ſoone , and as ſodenly , 25 the 

weake, 
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| we ſhall cuerliueto it,or nor, 


us YO YTLIas 


| inglong , the | aan oreat ,and 
| the time very 


or the heanznly Bride, 


weake, it muſt learne, and ſchodle vs 
in no wiſe to deferre our repentance, 
and tim2 of preparing our {elues, bur | 
to begin betimes, and to hold on to 
the latt breath, . 

For firſt we are bound, and commane x. Reaſon 
ded to ſerue God in ſpirit,and trveth, 
and that all the dayes of our lite, Luk, 
1.74.75 ergo,we muſt not put and pott| 
of all to old age,not knowing whether 


Secondly our journcy to heauen be- 2, Reaſon. 


ort and vncertaine,we 
muſt bce wiſe, and redeeme it,and re- 
pent when we may, 

Thirdly,we muſt with Salomon, Tar 
fias, Timothy, leſeph, and others, ſerue 
God in the dayes of youth,/andin the 
floure of our age, when our memory is 
molt apt and firme, our ynderſtanding 
moſt ſharpe, our ſences molt lively, & 
we may beſt lay the foundation of an 
holy and comfortable old age,thus are 
wecconmanded and exhorted, Ecclef, 
12,1.P/al,119.9.Pſal.78.6,7, and it is 

| G 4 their 
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theinwre ercate > commend zribac Tit N 
2. Ti. I.5.2 . Epiſt, [ob,q.1 lob;2.42, 
13, 14. Whereas otherw! lethey that 
neglect, and omit to reconcile them- 
Cele, vnto God in thei G ttime,& 
in the datcs of their cnild-hood, and 
youth, grow in time {ence roll and bru- 
tith, and hard hearted , and are juſtly 


— -  ——  ——_—_— 


their youth, 
Thirdly it is {eldome , and rarely 


their life, and ſpent all their colden 


on,{inne,and vanity, ſhould yadoubt- 
edly turne ynto God in their old age. 


rare,that we ſhould not (as molt doe) 
pope to much of it, 

Laſtiy of all ages, ode age( Cifir bee 
not before rooted , and grounded in 


fayth, | 


—— — - — —  —— ww coo 


foriaken of God m their old, and im- 
potent age, that had no care,and con» | 
{cienceto.teare,obcy, and lerue him in * 


ſeenc , that mcn that have lived all | 


—— 


dayes (as they call them) in ſuperſtiti- | 


It is more wonderous then viuall, and | 
there are onely ſome examples of itin | 
Scriptures to keepe the aped from | 
diſpaire, but they are very fewe and | 


| 
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fayth., in loue, and it in the practiſe of | 
[ Godlineſſe ) is of al lagesthe moſt yn- 
| apr, and yntoward , to ) performe theſe”! 
duties,to begin, and lay the foundati- ' 
on of repentance,and to make it ſebdy 
for Chriſt, Wee may in this caſe in | 
ſome ſorte ſay, (1,4 man bee(new) | 
borne when he is old,cax he enter into hus 
Mothers wombe againe , and bee borne, 
John 3.4, not being i jonorant, and miſ- 
vnderſtanding the doQrine of rege-. 
neration , as Nicedemus ; but onelyin 
another ſenſe affirming that time to | 
be the moſt vofit , And there is fu ft 
cient reaſon for 1t; for in olde age the | 
memory decayeth , the ſtrength fay- 
lcth, the ſenſes are 1:feebled and waft, 
then are the cui!l Caies of ſorrow, and | 
wag of payne, and aches , then the” 
aye. wes approth , who men ſhal 


ſay y on they hekes- PT, pleaſtcre inthem. 


Ecclefi. 12,1. 
gar, and bull, knowing Tight well, 
thatthen he muſt looſe all;or g g1ine all, 
whertefore let ys with the wiſe Vir- 
gins prepare our ſelues whiles wee 
haye 


2, then lathan is moſt e. 
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haue time , let vs walke inthe light 
| whiles the Jight ſhineth, and ſecke 
[the Lord whilſt wee may finde him, 
[ſe 55-6.7. Which G O Dgrant, A 
men, 


The third Section, 


Then,they that were 
ready &c, 


P theſe wordes the ſolemnization, 
and conſumarion of the mariage be. 
ewixt Chriſt, and the wiſe Virgins, 
(ortrue C Chacch) i is contayned , andit 
doth devide it {eife into foure partes, 
viz, Fult what 1h1s ſolemnization is, 
Seco ndly che place where ; Thirdly, the 
prix rages and prerogatiues of it, Ly, 
the vſe,and. avplicat:on of tt, 

Thc ſo E911 %,11108, or con ſummation 
of the marr:: :ge is the glorious , and 
perfe& it:te of the cleft after the re- 
ſucre&ion , vchen they inthe higheſt 
Heaves ſhall with ther cyes behold 
CHRIST, haue fcllowſhippe I, 

lue 
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| or the heauenly Bride, 


— 


| live with him , and raigne with him 


| for euermore, being perfectly confor- 


| mable vnto him , and to his will, both 
in body,and foule. Phil,1.23, Mat.25, | 


34.1, Theſ,4.17, Apo-7.15.17,21,2.3, | 
4.1ahn, 17. 21, Inthis detcription two.; 


| poin's are to be explained and expou- | 


ded, firſt the dignity , and comfore of | 
this communion , and coninr(tion with | 
Chrilt in gtory, Sccodly the perfeition, A 
| -ndglorification of rhe Bride. and Vit- 
gin both in ſoule,and body, 

Firſt rouching tac coniunCtion, and 
marriage, and tbe excellency of it, the 
continuall right, & company of Chriſt, 
the Sonne of rigi-teouſnefle, and foun- 
taine of all fellicirie, ſhall miniſter per- 
petua!!, and vnſpeakeable joy. and 
comfortto all Gods Saints, terthe 
ſhal no moie walke by faith, (as in this 
life)but by ſight : they ſhall no, more 
darkely behold GOD ja the glaſle, 
and miniftery of tae worde,, cr in 
the ſpetakle of the creatures' , bur | 
| ſec him, face , to face , they ſhall 
in the Imperiall , and Maicſtical 

Court, 
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[>Kinſtolke ,and ACquaintance , friends 


, Court, and Pallace of Heauen fee 
| God,as he is, 1,06. +3,2.1,Cor,t3,12 
|name'y they (hail ſo tarre forth be- | 
; hw a 4 

hot Goas Maiclty, and the perfection 


of i his glory, as a hnite creature , albe- 
it glorified , is capable off; they ſhall 
ſee him as hee is , but not how infinite 
hee is.1. 7429,6.16. And as for Chriſt 
Ieſus their redeemer, huſband , and 
head, they ſhall (as [ob ſpeaketh, ) 
fee hmm with theſe ſame , and no other 

es, lob. 19.25. 26, They ſhe {l follow 
bis where ſocuer he: goet 2. Apoc, 
14.4 , they ſhall ſee is tace, and his 
app their for-head , , Apoc, 


+ Finally t! ri1e tabernacle of GOD 


e with them , ani hes will dwell 


ape then , and they ſhalb: his pe ople, | 
[and #] D himſelfe ſoalbe the GOD 
with them, Apoc, 22.3, Now if the! 
fight , falutation , _ company of 
man and Wife. Father, and Children, 
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and welwil! ers, that are farre diſtant, 
'and hauc beene long abſent one fot 
another, bee ſo ad: nirably gratcfull 


and 
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| yen ? And it Lo7ſes that onely talked, 
| and had conterence with GODmn 


DC  — — 


and ſo wonde ful ly delightſome, i now 
' much more defirable , 


or the heauenly Þride, 


maruclous, 2nd 
yneftable will the continuall Fght,and 
fruicion of G OD the Fa ner , Chrilt 
the Sonne our redeenier, and | the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt cur comforter bee vnto vs in 
the Parliamcnt, and Throne of Hea- 


che Mount bur fortie d layCs , was 10 
glorious in his face, at his diſcent,and 


recurne , that the Chilares - of 1ſraelt 
cold not , or aiirſt not behold it , how 
nuch more vnſpeakably MaieRticall 
and lorious ſhall they bee that hae 
fellowith, (not as finners with G O D 
on carth for a fewe dayes) but as per- 
fetly ſanCtified in the Pallace of Hea- | 
uen for cuermore? 

Hereynto. in the ſecond place , I 
| may well adioyne the mutvuall, ioyfull, 
and vnutterable communion with 
all Angells , Archangels , Patriarks, 
Prophets , Fathers , Apoitles , Enante- 


| 


Ee 


Ex0,3.4+ 
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lifts, Confeſſors , Alartirs ,andall the 
true Saintes of GOD , of, all-des : 
grees 


—_—— 
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bo 


a 


a longing deſire to bee diflolued , in 


—— 


grees for cuermore , who , by how 
many degrees, and in how many | 
properties , eſpecially in knowledge, 
in Holineſle, and loue, they exceede, 
and excell all mortall creatures : fo 
n.uch more rare , 'and incredible | 
comfort ſhal they by their mutuall fel- 
lowſhippe , communicate cne to zno- 
ther, They ſhall not be ignorantone | 
of another, norRrange, and ſuſpected 
oneto another, much leſſe, falſe}, and 
hollow ; as in this worlde , partly by 
realon of 1gnorance , partly by reaſen 
of hypocrihe , and partly by reaſon of 
humane infirmities.t: commeth oftett- 
tines to paſſe, but th ey ſhalbe all one, 
in will,and conſent, liuing, and louing 
together 1n perfect harmony of con- 
corde,and charity, | 
Yſe, The confideration hereof mull | 
cauſe vs toſhun, decline, and abhor ill, 
and contagious company , (what in ys 
lyeth) and to haue our hearts, and 


mindes inflamed, and poſieſſed with 


— 


the time appointed , and to enioy the 


moſt | 


— _— — 7 _ 


— 
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with 
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ary 


| moſt bleſſed fellowſhippe of GOD, of 


fren- 


or the heauenly Bride, 


che Lambe, and of all the Saints, and 
Angels in glory for euermore, 

The, ſecond partickle ro bee made 
lightfome, and v»folded is,the perfcc- 
tiongof the glorified ſoule,and the bocy, 

Touching the fſoules iuſt and per- 
fe&t men , they now after their difſo- 
Jutiorl from the body , are repleniſhed 
with, infinite ioye, and triumph in the 
Heauenly [eruſalem . Luke. 16. 25, 
Hebre,12.22,23,Math, 25:21,23,þut, 
cheir ioye ſhalbe much more encrea- 
ſed, when the ſoules ſhalbe reunited 
to their bodies, Phil, 3,20, and when 
the whole number of GODS elect 
Saints are accompliſhed, anc! comein, 
Apoc, 6, 10, 11, Heere they ſhall in 
Quires,aad companies, mutually, and 
eternally magnifie , and praiſe the 
Lord ( as afterwards I will more fully 
ſhew ( when come to ſpeake of the 
reſt of their prerogatiues, 

Secondly in the minde, & vnderſtid- 


ing their ſhalbe no crror , ignorance, 
dulnes, but clcere iudgemet & perfeR 


TY wiſdome, 


—O—_ * ad th. Ms 6 ht —c 
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|-wiſedome, 1.Cor,13.12, for wee thall | 
be :n pettect light, and the wiſdome of 

| GOD ſhall maneſeſt itſelfeynto ys : 
| ſecondly in the will and affections, | 
! there ſhall beeno extafie or ditemper, | | 
| but perfect rightcouſneſle , integritie, | 

[perl -ct louc oi t God ,and his ſaints, aud | 
Angels, and ablalae conformity to| 
' Gods will Lalily the body it ſhall be | 
a bre togrinnS, <> wtifull, ſtrong, nim- | 
' ble , p2rfelt, ard in orrupt in; ſtrument has | | 
| 
| 


| | Gnevion, , and receptacle of the glorified 


' ſoule. Ir Chall be fo bright and glorious, 
tat it ſhall ſhine forth a the ſunne, 
and ſhall ſend forth beames of light, 
Hah 13.43. It ſhall riſe a glorious bo- 
are, 1.{or-15.47, It ſhall bee like to 


&þ 
rafle and repreſentation ncreof , wee 


'Chrift his body, 21g6, no doubt moſt 


| olorjous, Phil. 2. 20, Some glimpſe, 


 hauein the transfiguration of Chriſt, 
whoſe garment was white ard gliſte- 
red, Luke, 9. 29, it was very whete as 
Jſnone, ſo white 45 no Fuller can make 
vpor the earth, Marke, 9,3.” In Moſes 


and Elias that appeared to our Sauiour 
in 


_—. . 


or the heanenly Bride, 


in g/ory, Luke 9.31, and inthe ſundry 
and glorious appatitioas of Angels 1n 
the old, and in the beginning of the 
new Tcltament, It ſhall bee a ſfrong 
body , tor it ſhall riſe apaine in power, 
and not in weakencſle,as 1,{or.15 43. 
It ſhal! be a »imble body , as well able 
by the proper forme of it,to aſcend,as 
to deſcend, as may be colle&ted out of 
1. Theſ 4.17, Math.22'30. Phil.3.20. 
compared together ; Ir ſhall. bee a 
beautifull and goodly body, becaule 
it 15 and ſhall be a veſſel! of honour, as 
Roms 9 33, Laſtly, itſhall bee perfeRt, 
and incorrupe becauſe as there 1s no 
fault, defc&. and deformitie in it, ſoit 
{hall be a ſpirruall body, .Cor,1 5.44. 
ſpirituall , not becauſe the tubſtance 
ſhall bee changed, for glorification 
taketh nor away the trucch , and de- 
meaſions of a naturall body, but be- 
cauſe it needeth none of theſe out- 
ward and earthly ſupplyes, and helpes 
of meate, drinke, apparell;ſleepe, reſt, 
| | mariage, Philick, light, 8c; for ChrisF| 
ſhall bee in fteed of al all theſe unto it, and, 
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'q| firſt they are but fatherly correRions, 


wpply all,1.C or,1 5: 

Fſe.r, Thefirlt yſc that ariſeth from 
the conſideration and meditation of 
the body and ſoule 1oyatly glorified 
is, anotable comfort tor Gods chil- 
dren, thac for the time preſent , live 
obſcurely , and in great contempt , in 
no regarde and reputation, traduced 
and troubled in euery place, for they 
ſhall ſee the Lord , & haue immediate 
fellowſhip with him, and ſhall ſhine as 
the ſunne in a cleare skie, 

Vſe.2, Inany bodily defeR, weakee 
neſſe, ſickneſle, ache, paine, vicers,de- 
formitic, lameneſſe, and maimedneſlc, 
we are notto be diſcontent ind offen- 
ded , but endurc them patiently ; For 


and crials, Heb, 12,7, and 8, Secondly 
they are but ten;porary, Thirdly, the 
deaceſt and holyeſt of Gods children, 
areas well ſubie& ro them , and beare 


ws 
| ———_ _.. 


their portion in them as much as any, 
yea much more then other, Pſal.72, 
verſ 5 &15.Laſtly,they ſhall be taken 
all away , and eternall glory, _ per- 

on, 


ee 


or the heauenly Bride, 


fe&ion ſhall ſucceed iv their place, 
And thus much of the explanation, 
and deſcription of the wariage: 
what it 4, 


The fourth Section, 


He priniledges and prerogatives of 
this mariage,remaine to bee confi- 
dered, and they are principally foure: 


which the ſaints of God ſhall inuiola- 
bly obſerue in ſinging the new ſong of 
their redemption, eApoc, 14. 3- they 
with one voyce and heart ſhall finge, 
and acknowledge that Chriſt hath re- 
deemed them to Go by his blond ont 
of enery kindered,and tongue,and people, 
and nation, Apoc, 5-9. and hath made 
them -nto their God, Kings and Prieſts, 
and inthe.7,chap, 10,11. 2.they ſhall 
ſound ferth this #:Zeacyier,or thankele 
giuing : and they cried ſaying, ſabxari- 
on commeth of our God that fitteth upon 


| fall before. the throne on their faces 
= -- and 


feſt a perpetuall and folemne ſabboth, |, 


Ye gktoy am 


the throne, and the lambe , an1 they ſhall | 


—_— 
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by 
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and wor ſhip God ſazing , Amen, praiſe, 
and 7lory and wiſdome, and thankes, and 
| honour and power and might be unto our 
God for enermore, Amen, Finally their 
voice ſhalbe like the woice of great 
waters andas the wyoce of ſtrong thun- 
der, ſaying halleluia,our Lord G O D all 


heareof Kemay read, 11ai,66.2 2, Apo, 
21,3. Apoc, 11, 17. but this Sabboth 
ſhalbe without peculier Pteiſt , for all 
ſhalbe preiſt;>vnto Ged,itſhalbe without 


mighty hath raigned, Apoc.19,6.more-| 


Temple, or Ceremonies , for God, and 
the Lambe are the Temple of it, and 
ſhall ſupply theſe occaſious. 
Wherefore ſeeing that there is an 
eternall reſt in Heauen , and that our 
Sabboth , which according to Chiiſt 
his inſtitution . the eApoſtles practiſe, 
& the cuſtome of the vinuerſal Church, 


| we keepe thefirft day of the weeke in 


memory , and honour of Chriſts reſur- 
reion,is a tipe, and repreſentation of 
it,it muſ? reach vs to obſerue it, both 


Incorruptly touching the out-ward 
forme , and ſrirkuaily conihiog the | 
Ye + , the 


m— 
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YT Om, 
—_ RE.” * 


— 


or the heaxenly Bride, 
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| 


and hearts, or els we ſhall neuer keepe 


LS 


itin heauen, for God will neuer ho- 


nourt ys in Heauen Luke, 9. 26, ynles4 


we honour bim in carth, and neuer 
perfet ys in heauen , vnlefſe by the 
workes of ſanctification wee beyia ir 
heare, Apoc,20.6,7. 

The ſecond priuiledge , and prero- 
gatine 13-the oGuall , and eternall in- 
heritance,and poſſeſſing of the new heauen 
and the new earth,part of the dowry,& 
toynter of the Saints, 1.Pet. 1.4, Apo. 
10.2,Pet.z.13,Rom.$.21.22,Math.s. 
Now whether they ſhall ſomerimes 
by locall motion, and bodilypreſence, 
(albeit ſome new, and learned writers 
out ofthe, Apoc.5. 10, and Apo, 21.8, 
2.Pet.3, 13, beforenamed, and from 
the nature of a glorified body that can 
both, aſcend , and diſcend at his plea- 
ſure,doe colle&,and would conclud it) 
or which is more probable, and likely 
by viſion, and heauenly contemplarion, 
and nocabſurdite, for if Saint Stewen 


| being on earth and hauing noe doubt 


H 3 his 


Mm 


the inward diſpoſition of our mindes, |. 


rac few” 
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his eyes , for the preſent clarified, 
| looked vpinto Heawer, and ſaw Chritt 
ſuting on the right hand of God. AEt.7. 
yer.56, why may not a glorified body 
by his "lorified eyes, and the aire, and 
ſkye,being alſo purified looke downe 


\| from Heauen, and contemplate the 


Earth &c, Bur becauſe this poynt is 


difticult,and theknowledg of ir, is ra- 
ther conicfurall then certaine, wee 
mult bee content to bec ignorant of it, 
yntell the day, when all ſecrers ſhalbe 
made maniſeſt;and letvs inthe meane 
time make ſome vic of the point as 
moſt may concerne vs ;He:e is matter 
of conſolatis for poore Chiifttins,that 
either ncuer a&tually poſſeſſed any 
worldly goods , lands, or liuings, as 
Lazarss ,- and others, or hauc beene 
with the religious Hebrewes , bythe 
enimies-of the truth diſpoiled , and 
depriued of them,Heb,10. 34.or cls by 
the men of the earth , whole portion is 
(asit is ro be feared) in moſt , or ma» 
ny of them(only)in this life , and that 
encloſc,and hedge in, al ro themſclues 
and, 
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or the heaxenly Bride, 


and their proper vſcs , ynmercifully 
eurning men out of home, houſe , and 
living ; well let them poſleſle, their 
ſoules in patience, andin faith , and 


| hope , apprehend and waite for it, for 


they ſhall one day inherite the new 
Heauen , and the new Earth, they 
ſhall haue coome enough , and larg 
demaines when their enimies repi- 
ning at it , ſhall remaine forcuer 
excluded, and excomunicated from 
them,and it, 

The third preuiledge is that the 


Godly then compleatly , and per- 


fely, and 1873s itcdy ſhalbe all kings, 
preiſts , Prophets, Apoc,5.10,and ſo 
partake of Catiſt his dignicy, and of- 


fices, As Kings they ſhall raigne with |, 


Chriſt, and triumph ouer Saran, and 
all the wicked, yea , and treade them 
vnder their feete Rom 6.20, Mal-4. 3. 
As Preiſts chey ſhall eternally praiſe 
God, andthe Lambefor the redenp- 


| tion ofhis people,&c.and perteAly 0- 


bey his will Apoc. 22,3. 
And as Prophets they ſhal(as far forth 
as 


jp CES 


Robey s 


zu 
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Fo 
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as ispcſible for a finite, and circum- 
ſciiprible creature)knowe GO D,and 
ſee him,and exquititely ynderftand all 
things that ſhall concerne their felici- 
tie, 1, 1oh,3.3, 2.Cor.12. 

( Yſe, Wheretore if ever wee looke, 
and hopeto be Kings, Prieſts,and Pro- 
phers in Heauen, let vs as {pititually, fo 
conſcionably practiſe thele offices in 
earth: for the practite of them in this 
life,and in the lifeto come differ not 
in eſſence , and lubitance, but oi. ely in 
[place,ahd degrees,let ysthen as Kings 
rule , and raigne oucr cur affeCtions, 
and defires, and gouerne our familyes 
(like ſo many little Churches ) in the 
feare of GOD. Let vs as Prieſts 
eonſecrate our ſ{clues, Toules, and bo- 
dies to Chriſt, and his worſhip , and 
ſeruice,and pray continually ro G O D 
in behalfe of our ſelues; and our do- 
meſtiques . Laſtly, let vs as Prophets, 
labour to beerich in the knowledge, 
and vaderſtanding of Gods will , and 
ſo(to our vimolf power, andſkill)im- 


bes Spouſe, 


part, it ( as occalion , and our calling 


ſhall 


j 


— 
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with brimſtone, eApoc.,19, 20, and all 
{ the members,,.and worſhippers of the 
| beaſt ſhall drinke of the pure wrath, 
| and bee tirmented in fire , and brim 


| ſtone before the Holy 2 Angels , and be- 


| the (kreaſes of the men that hane tranſ- 


or the heanenly Bride. 
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| ſhall require) vnto others, eſpecially to 


thoſe ot our owne family, Gen,18,ver, 
17.18, The fourth priuiledge of the 
Saints in glory 1s their glorious , and 

erpetuall triumph, and perfett wittory o- 
FeiTrane death, bell o = , and gt 
gels,and all the reprobate whatſocuer, 
Sinne, and death, and hell ſhalbea 
boliſhed, and ceaſe foreuer, 1, Cor, 
I5.55-56.57.&in reſpect of the God. 
ly bee deltroied, as Apor.20,14, Anti- 


chriſt , and his members ſhall no more 
aſſaulte , and perſecute vs , for the 
beaſt, and the falſe Propher ſhallbe caſt 
alixe 1nto the lake of fire burning 


fore the Lamie, Apoc. 14, 10,11, 
they ſhall goe forth, and looke ypon 


greſſed, Ia, 66, 24. Finally the Saincs 
ſhall treade downe fſathan , and all 
their - enemies ynder their. ed 

Rom. 


4 
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Row. 16, 20, and ſhall nd befre 
the Throne , and before the Lambe 


| cloathed with long white robes , (viz. 


of purity, and inocency, ) and hauing 
palmes, (in fignification of viftory /in 
their hands, 4poc.7,9, 

Vſe. Wherefore the due confide- 
ration of this laſt prerogatiue , as alſo 
oftheformer mult kindle , and worke 
in ys, ancaineſt , and continual ex- 
peRation , and longing after our 
full, and finall redemption, and per- 
fet glorification , The dutifull wife 
ſhould not ſo long , and Tooke for 
the returne of her huſband , farre, 
and long time abſcnt, the huſband- 
man ſo hope, and waitefor the har- 


- | ueſt ; the Mariner the haven , the 


wayfaring-man , his iorneyes ende, 
the woman in trauell her deliue- 


. | rance, the Captive his liberty, as wee 


ſhould wiſh, and waitefor , pray for, 
and expeR the time of the marriage, 
and our conſumation, | 


Fſe, If wee would bee perfect con- 
querers,and raigne, and triumph with 


Chſ 


| 


or the heaxenly Bride. 
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Chriſt in Heauen,we muſt in earth cake 
his part againſt the mighty, Irdg.s.. 
23, We mult vnderthe conduft of our 
Fenerall Chriſt Ieſus our Heauenly 
Michaell, as his Angels,and fouldiers, 
fight againft the dragon, and bis An- 
ells, and wee ſhall ove-come by the 
loud of the Lambs , and by the worde 
of his teſt1mmony , and by not loning our 
lines vnto death, Apoc, 12,7.11, Fi- 
nally wee muſt put on the whole ar- 
mour of GOD; fayth , hope , conſci- 
ence,confeſſion and profeſſion of the truth, 
righteouſneſſe , and the ſworde of the 
Spirit which is the worde of GO D, 
Ephefi,6,1 3, And wee muſt pray con- 
Rantly with all manner of prayer , and 
ſupplications in the Spris for our 
ſelues , an for all Saints, Fe, And 
by theright vſc, and continuall hand- 
ling of theſe, wee ſhall crucifie the 
flcſh with the affeRons , and luſtes 
thereof. Gallathians, 5, 24, wee ſhal- 
be able to reſiſt in the enili day , and 
haning finiſhed all things to ſtand 
faſt, and wee ſhall oucrcomeſathan, 
| and 


The Lambes $ pouſe , 


I 


and all his batteries,and temptations ; 
and then after all our fight, contention 
and yictory ended, wee ſhall inthe life | 
to Come, rate of the rree of life , which 
# inthe midit of the Paradice of GOD, 
Apoc, 2,17. we ſhall eateof the hidden 
Manna, Apoc. 2.17, wee ſhail baue 
power ouer nations, verſ.26, wee ſhall 
bee cloathed with white araye , ard onr 
name neuer put out of the Books of life, 


Chap,z 5. wegdha'l be prllers in Gods 
bouſe,andvbe Qt no more,16,12, Aud 
to conclude, we ſhall fit with Chriſt in 


his Throne , even as hefitteth with his 
Fatherin his throne, Apoc,3.,21,which 
God at length fulfill , and accompliſh 
in vs , for his molt deerely beloued | 
ſonnes ſake , Ieſus Chriſt our onely, 
and all-ſufficient redeemer , and medi- 
ator,e Amen, 


N Ow we are briefly to conſider the 
place where this marriage ſhalbe 
ſolemnized,and all this glory,ioy,and 
privileges cternally poſſeſſed , & com- 
municated vnto ys . The placetherfore | 
is 


th. 


or the heazenly Bride, 


—— 


is the higheſt heauens, the throne of 
G OD, and the Lambe, the heauenly 
Hieruſaiem , the Cittie of the liuing 
God, Paradiſe , the ſeates, and habita- 
tions of the faints,& Apgels, the wed- 
ding chamber *» and finally , the new 
heauen & the new earth. This bleſſed 
heauen is a place in reſpeRtof ſubftance 
ſubict ro no change, and corruptioh), 
in 1eſpect of quantity,and extent farre 
exceeding other places , and of ſuffici= 
ent capacicie toreceiue all the ele of 
God ; in reſpect of qualirics,it is of all 
places molt bright,molt glorious, mecſt 
pleaſant:fivally it is ſuch a place wher- 
in no cuill can be feared , and no good 
can be wanting, and in which GOD 
doth offer himſelfe to bce ſeene of 
men and Angels face to face ; and the 
humanitie of CHRIST more glo- 
rious then the Sunne . ſhall bee ſeene, 
and bee beheld with vs , even with 
ous bodily eyes, Apec, 21, the whole 
C hapter , and Chapter 22 'from the 
firſt yerſe to the ſixt yerſe, Hebrew, 11, 


Tohn,14, 


The Lambes Spouſe, 
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Wherfore far be it from v:;that vainly 
looking for a viſible Church heere 
withour all ſpot, or wrinckle in order, 
and maner, and ſecing , and finding it 
not, proudly, ynthankfully, raſhly,and 
without cauſe to deuide, and ſeperate 
our ſclues(as is the maner of Schiſmas.. | 
tickes)fro the Church of God, which | 
notwithſtiding al other defedts, whe. 
therin doctrine that is no: fundamen. | 
tal or policy.yet firmely and putely re-. 
taineth the ſciid Preaching of Apoſto. | 
licall do&trine , pure inuocation of 
Gods name in Chriſt, andright vſe of | 
the rwo Sacraments, Baptiſme, and | 
the Lords ſupper, fortheſe notes are | 
eſſentiall, ſubRantiall, and of the life 
ofthe Church, other things ate out- 
ward, accidentall, and circumſtantial, | 
and rather of the comelinefle , well 
becing , and ornament, then, of the 
ſimple neceſſity , and eſſence of the 
Church,yer it were to be much wiſhed 
that the defeAts were ſupplied, abuſes 


RT 


remoued , & corruptions taken aw ay, 


bur it mutt bee done by the whe haue 
laws 


— 


, 


or the heauenly Bride, 
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lawfull authority . & in order withone | 
rumulr, and raſtnes, and repugrance, 

cauſe,and ſound ground, In the meane 
time, itis the dutic of priuate perſons 
to take the benefit of the word,and ſa- 
cramcrs with thankeſgiuing, leaſt God 
for their vnthikefulnes in time take it 
away, and to pray forthe amendment 
of chat which is amifle, and patiently 
ex7cRing it, in the interim to walkein 
their ſeuerall callings with diligence, 
and con{cience, 

Uſe.z, Sceing all bliſſe, felicitie,and 
eucr-curing bappineſle is onely in hea- 
ven, and not in earth , wee muſt not 
reſt jn theſe temporal! and tranfitorie 
things of honour,wealth, preferment, 
beauty, buildings, credit pleaſure, de- 
lights , recreations , outward peace, 
and proſperitie , neither muſt wee 
thinke that true felicitie and happi- 
nefſe confterh herein ; for firſt all 
theſe are vncertaine , and tranſtorie, 
as the grafſe, vapor,flower , ſhaddow, 
they are like /onas his gourdeof one 


dayes continuance,and are like Reeds, 
or 
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or rotten pots fayling, andcauſin 
them to fall thatleane vpon them, 

' Secondly they are rather ( by rea- 
ſon of our corrupt nature ) ſnares, 


baits,and traps to deceiue, and hurt ys 
(as infinite,examples euince)thEfimp- 
ly meanes, and inſtruments of our fc- 
licicy,and {aluation, 

Thirdly they cannot ſaue our foules, 
and-make ys bleſſed batoreG O D, as ! 
Solomon acknowledged when hee cal- | 
led them all vanity of vanities , but 
this worke is proper onely to grace, | 
and G OD S ſpeciall mercy in Chriſt, | 

Fourthly, they are noeſpeciall, and | 
proper endowments of Gads Church, 
and Children , ( though ſometimes 
they in good ſorr enioy them, and | 
pertake of them) for re wicked come | 
monly poſſeſſe them in farre greater 
meaſure then rhe Godly who are ra- 
ther rich in minde, and in grace; then 
intheſe externall , and periſhable pro- 
firs, honours , and pleaſures , Where- 
fore wee muſt c'cuate our hearts, and 


LIT 


mindes farre aboue theſe earthly, and 
momen- 


| or the heawenly Bride, 


momentary things , and ſeeke the 
chings aboue ; wee muſt get vs ypinto 
the mountaineof deuine contempla- 
tion, and by the eyes of true fayth,be- 
hold and yiew our Countrythe Hea- 
venly (4144r:we have no abiding Ct- 
tie here, wherefore we mult ſeeke one 
to come hauing a foundation, whoſe Heb.rx, 
bun/der, and makers GOD, Andas verſe, 
for theſe worldly,and outward things 
wee mult onely vic them fo farre 
forth as they are lawfull , and are 
helpes vato vs tor the ſarthering of 
of our Toiney,& the aduancement of 
Godlineſſe , and no otherwiſe ; for 
els it is better that they ſhould 
peiſh then wee ; and it is fatre ber. 
ter that wee ſhould alienate . and 
withdrawe our mindes, and affecti- 
ons from them, then that they ſhould 
{ lepetate vs from GOD ( as they 
| doe the moſt) and deprive vs of the 
| kingdome of Heauen ; and in this 
| caſeif they were as deere , and ne- 
 celfary vito ys , as oureyes , handes, 
 feete, yea Fathers, and Mothers ,yer 
I we 
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we mult cut them off, and hate them. 
Andthus much touching 
the place, 


The fourth and the laſt branche, is 


the manifold vies and applications of 
this doEtrine of the heauenly mari. 
age ; fuſt by con{ideration hereof, wee 
mult be Rirred vp, and doc our ytmolt 
endeuour to mortifie, and ouercome 
all worldly deſues , and carthly plea- 
ſures ; for otherwiſe we cannot addict 
and wedde our {clues to theſe, and 
withall eruely prepare our ſelues for 
the comming of Chrift : for touching 
riches, and worldly cares, there is ſuch 
an antipathy, an oppoſition berweene 
them and grace, that the one cannot 
conhiſt withour the other : for as the 
eye cannot at one inſtant , beholde 
heauen and earth, euen ſo a man cans ; 
not ferue G OD and the world to- | 
gether , they are ſo aduerſe and con- | 
trarie ; And as thoſe places where | 


gold and filuer growe, are in all other 
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reſpects moſt barraine, and fruitleſle, 
BY ſo 
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| 


' hence to bee forward , and conſtant | 
| ruines, and prepare our ſelues vnrill 
ence) to the end, hee ſhall bee ſa- 


ued , hee that is found watching and 
wakefull at his maiſters — | 
c 
at 


' 


are honey mixt with poyſon, and they 


> or the heanenly Bride, 
mm mm—_ _ 
{ſs where the loue of money, riches, 

and the world doe beare ſwaye, and 
preualle, there true zeale , and fincere 
godlineſſe can neuer ,bee found ; and 
as touching pleaſures, they are the 
matter,and fewell of cuill! defires,they 


are as Haw-thornes , and bryers, 
which albeit ſome-times they beare 
goodly leaues , and flowers ; yer 
if a man gripe them hard , they will 
pricke and wound kim ; wherefore it 
ſtandeth ys vponto be waryof them, 
and when wee vſce them, tovſe them 
charily and moderately, 


Uſe,2, Secondly, wee muſt learne 
in well-doing , and ſtill to repaite our 


the laſt breath ; for hee onely that 
continueth ( in godlinefſe , and pati- 


(hall be bleſſed, L«k,r 2,36. 37,a0d 
I 2 th 


—— 
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that fain teth nor in weldoigg ſhall in 
| due ture reape Math, 24.13, Luke, 12, 
38. Gal.6.9, Orncrwite we, if welaile 


neuer fo protpercuſly , and finke at 
the Haven mouth ; it we traucll di- 
rely to Heaven, ard turne backe al- 
moſt at our iorn eyes end ; if wee doe. 
Gcd good and faithful ſeruice in our 
youth , and afterwards proue faithles, 
and prefidious in our elder yeares ; 

and hially if we begin in the ſpirit,and 
end inthe fleſh all our former ende- 
uours.labours,and ſufterings are to noc 
purpoſe, all our righteoy ſres ſal! e for- | 
gotten , and we ſpall ate in the finnes a» 'd | 
Iranſoreſſu ns that we haxe committed, | 
Eze.18 224- Wherefore it the hope of | 


{ Ranſon: ming wortke ;paticnce in the | 


captiue,aflurance of libeaty , and free- 

dome conſtant labour, and faithfulnes 
in tkeprenriſe,and ſcruant ; and expe C- | 
tation of.victory , and ſpoile, conltant | 
reiclution, and valowrous couraze in 
the ſouldier. : why ſhould not much | 
more thecertaine , and vndoubied 


hope, and aſſurance of this happines, | 
and | 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 


| 
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- heauenly Bride, 
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and erernall coniunion with Chriſt 
| make,& moue vs to be cohſtane,&vn- 
{ moucablc in all dury of piety, charity, 
| & luſtice, knowing that our woikes are 
not in vaine inthe Lord1,Cor.15.58, 
Vſe 3, Thirdly the alſured expeCta- 
tion of this Heauenly , and glotious 
' vnion muſt teach vs with the patriarks, 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Martirs, Confeflors 
and with a!l the Saints of God both of 
tormcer,and alſo of latcr time to endure 
and vnder goeall hickneſles, trials, af- 
flitions , loſſes, contempts, and perſe- 
cutions ioyfully,and pat:evtly, Heb,1; 
25, 2,Cot,4.16.17.1 $ and Heb,11;8, 
9. For fiilt they are dvt momentary, 
and neucr beyond the date, 2nd terms 
of this lite, leconed'y Chrilts yoake 1s 
cafe and his bu:thea Iighe Mar,rt 3, 
& ne wil lay vpoa his no greater bur- 
den, then he wi:l make them able to 
beare. 1.Cor, 10.13, But will giue 
x 92019 ideft aniſſue, and evalion with 
the cemptation, Laſtly G OD will re- 
compence , and reward theſe rempc- 
rary , and tranfitory euills, and ſuffc- 
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rings with an infinite waight of glory 
in all his Saitts, 2.Cor,q.17.18, 

Vſe, Fourthly the yſe of this doftrine 
ſerueth notably to mollific , and miti- 
gatetheſorrowes of death,and all the 
paines, and pangs of it, forthe ſtinge 
of it , (viz, etcrnall condemnation, is 
taken away. 1, (or,15.ver.55.56. Se- 
condly itis not a plague ynto vs, bur 
onely a temporary correCtion , nay a 
narrow wicket, or gate to intromit, 
and ſend vs forthwith into the poſſeſ- 
ſion of eternall life, Apoc,14.13,forif 
wee bee looſed then we gocſtraitly to 
the Lord, Phil, 1, 23, it wee remoue 
hence wee dwell with the Lord,& ate 
married ynto him, 2, (or,5,8, and(to 
end the poynt ) wee reſt from all the 
labours of this life ; and our workes 
(Firſt the rewarde of them in mercy, 
and fauour)follow,and attend ypon vs 
as an honourable guard, Apsc.74.13» 
Wherfore let vs not feare death & di- 
nation, but let vs arme our ſelues with 
faith,& hope, let ys often, & (criouſly 


meditate vpon the life to come, 8 the | 
| = 
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or the heauenty Bride, 


glory of it, and wee ſhall (when the | 
[time is come) be willing to die, & die | 
with much comfort, and aſſurance. 

Laſtly (amongtt many other vles) 
wee mult not mourne vnmeaſurably 
for our friends, and kinſfolkes, or any 
other that liue,and die in the Lord. for 
they are with God, & in per{c& blifle, 
And as any man will rather reioyce, 
then ſorrow , if his ſonne , daughter, 
friend, kinfinan bee happely,worfhip- 
fully , honourably , preferred in mar- 
riage, albeit hee is otherwiſc to want - 
their ordinary company , and pre- 
ſence, ſo ſhould wee rather reioyce 
that they now are perfited , and moſt 
} honourably , and glorioufly wedded 

to Iceſus Chriſt, their King , and head, 
then mourne as they So haue no 
hope, 

It is indeede lawfull , and fit to 
mourne, for nature, and religion war- 
ranteth t, but it muſt bee in meaſure, 
and for our finhes that haue jdepri- 
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ued vs of them, & for that the Church 


fecleth and findeth the loſſe of them, | 


I 4 then 
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then for any piiuate and. carnall re- 
ſpect,and herein notwithſtanding wee 
mult ſubmit our wills to Gods will, 
and rather labour to jimmitate their 
exccl'entand manifold vertues, then 
to lament 1mmoderately,or ouer-long 
for taeir deparrure; but alas the world 
knowetn not , nor acknowledgeth 
good, and godly men, The righteous, 
and mercifull men, (as wee haue had 
lamentable experience within theſe 
few yeares) of all rancks and callings, 
dye,they are taken away from the emill, 
and ret in peace, and no man conſidereth 
it in beart,or underſtaneth it. l{a,g 7.1. 
and therefore becauſe the world mak- 
ethno more account of them , and is 
not worthy ofthem,G O D moſt iuſt- 
ly depriverth them of their preſence 
and comfort, 


eAnd thus much of the ſolemnization, 
and the priniledges and 


vſes of it, | 


The 


| | 
| 
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The fourth part of the 


dGeuiion, 


ad the gate was ſhut. 


NJ Ow wee are come to ſpeake and 
treate of the laſt branche,an« part 
of the diſtribution, namely che cogitra» 
ry event. in reſpect of the toohſh Vir= 
pins; for they hauirg onely common 
graces, and a temporall faith , which 
tailes in time of neccthtie, and temp- 
tacion , and ſeeking for ſupply when 
the time was paſt , were by the Bride- 
groome Chriit repelled , and put by 
trom entring into the wedding cham- 
ber, and kingdome of heauen, 1n the 
vnfolding and explication whereof, 
diue:ſe particulers are to beedifcuſ- 
ſed ; As fiſt, who ſbutreth the pate, 
Secondly, nhen it zs ſr; Thirdlye, 
who are ſhut ut : Fourthly , the conds- 
tion , and miſerable eſtate of them thus 
excluded. Laſtly, the cenerall applicati= 
on and vſe of the dottrine, | 
Tae 
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The perſon that excludeth them, 
that indeed firſt excluded him, be. 
cauſe they did nor, nor would not re- 
ceiue him into their heart, is Chrift, 


the bridegroome,, the Sonneof God, 
'andt eiu:igeof the world: he is the 


porter by whom, and through faith 
'in whom all the beleeuers enter in, 
and finde paſtuce, oh», 10, 9, hee is 
the Prince of ſhepheards, as 4p: roipey 
and the Biſhop of our ſoules , that 
properly, and by his owne power, 
bindeth and looſeth , retaineth , and re- 
mitteth, For that which his Miniſters 
doe ſubordinately , and miniſterially, 
that doth hee abſolutely and as cauſe 
and principall, /ohn 20, 22.23. Math. 
16, 19. hee alone hath the Keye of 
Daxid which openeth , and no man 
ſhutterh, and ſhutrteth, and no man 
openeth, ſo that hee hath right pow- 
er, and authoritie, to receiue in, or 
put out whome hee will, eApoc. 3. 7- 
they that kifle him , belecuc in and 
obey him, ſhall bee ſaued and glo- 
rified, Pſaldh 2,12. Marke. 16, 16, 

Hebry, 
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all regiment, and gouernment of che 


| or the beaenly Bride, 


| Hebr.s. 9. and they that fimne againft 
him , hurt their owne ſoule , they that | 
hate him /oue death, Prou, 8, 35. they ; 
that will not haue him to raigne over | 
them, are his enmies, aud ſhalbe ſlaine | 
before bus face , Luke,19,verſe,27,and | 
they that eyther by open perſecuti- | 
on - orelic by infidelitic , and by con- 
tempr, ſcorne , or impenitencie fall on 
this None ſhall bee broken , and 
whom ſoeuer of them it ſhall fall, it will 
grinde him to powder Luke, 21 44, 
The vie of this doQtrine is two-fold, 
Firſt it condemneth and ouer-throu- 
eth the vſurped , falſe, and forged au- 
thoritie of the Romiſh Antichriſt , 
who will needes bee Chriſts Vicar 
generall on earth, and blaſphemouſlie 
afſumeth vnto himſelfe the Keyes of | 
Heaxen and Hell, as though it werc in 
his powesto ſaue, pardon, or to re- 
taine , and condemne whome hee 
would : whereas firſt hee cannotbee 
Chriſts vicar, for Chriſt in the ſpiritu» 


Church, 


| 
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4 lighteneth , gviderh , {anCtifieth . and 


Church, is with itto the ende of the | 

world, ©Hath, 18, ver, 19, 20, andiis | 
preſent by his power , aud deitre in cue» 

ry place, Aath, 28. 19, 29, and there- 

fore needeth no ſublttute to ſupplie 

- his Roome , Secondly , the holy 

Z Þ" Ghoſt is Chrifisdepwiy , and vicege- 
'xent, forhcc is in cuery place , and en- 


— 


;goucrnechthe Church , and ſoneither 
(doth , nor can the nian of Rome, 
ſave himſelfe from death , diſeaſes, 
much leſſe, from the bortomicſle pit, 


— ——— — 


AQ 1, 25. from wi ence hee came, and whe- 


ther hee mu't needes goe ( with- 
all cur conſents ) as :#das to his 
place, , 
Thirdly in reſpect of order , and 
publicke adminiſtration the Chriftj- 
an Magiltrate may with much bet- 
ter right, and equity bee called the 
Vicarof CHRISTin gouerning the 
people according to the worde of 
GOD, And in this ſenſe, Elenthe- 
ons Biſhoppe of Rome writing to Lu» 
cins King of the Brittaines calleth 
him { 
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it, 
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him Chriſts Vicar + for by Chritt 
Kings rargne , and Princes decree wſ- 
tice , And as for the Authoritie of 
binding , and Joofing , the Minitters 
of tize true Church , ( wherein the 
Pope hath no more right, then the 
Pirace in+he true ownerſhippe ) haue 
onely a Miniltery of reconciliation 
and a mitiiftery of binding , and loo- 
hnyz , buc the jinwarde operation, 
atud working of the Holie Ghoſt in 
the heart ,is Principall , and belong- 
cth to CHRIST IESVS alone, 
Luke, 24,45. eAd, 16. 14. So 1 
cenluring , admoniſhing, ſulpending, 
excommunicating , exhorting , threat= 
nwg , andinall other Eccleſraſticall 
Oftices CHRIST hath no depu- 
tie , but onely inſtruments that doe 
witneſle, and tellifie his will accor- 
ding to the rule of Scriptures , but 
the whole entire ation is petſonall, 
and proper to him alone , and ytrer- 
ly ouerthroweth , the feigned , and 
countcitaite ſupremacieof the Romiſe 

Pirate, 


| 


'Pro, 8, vets 
1 5.and 16, 
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Pirate,and Prelate, | 
Vſe, It wee would not haue Chriſt 

at the day of iudgement to diſclaime, 
and exclude ys as hee did the fooliſh 
Virgins , wee muſt not by infideli- 
tic , and impenitencic debarre him out 
of our hearts, bur by a lively fayth ler, 
and recciuc .him 'into them , and en 
tertaine, and feaſt him with loue,reue- 
rence, amendment of life, obedience, 
and the like graces of the Spirit ; for | 
CHRIST dwelleth in our hearts, 
if we belecuc,he knocketh at our hearts 
often by his worde, by his Spirit , by | 
his mercies , and by his iudgementres, | 
and if wee afſent vnto him, and by 
fayth admit into the Chansber of or 
bearts,he will dwell with vs,yea dine, 
and ſuppe with vs , and ſupply all our 
wants, Apoc.3.20, 

Wherefore let vs not ( as the 
Church in the Cantibler ) ſuffer 
CHRIST our beloucd to remame 
without , haxing bis head full of dewe, 


and his lockes with the drops of the night, 
x becauſe 
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becauſe forthwith wee would not a» 
riſc, and drefle vs, nor defile out feere, 
Cantickels 5. 2. and 3. or put our 
ſelues to any payne , or trouble , but 
let vs let open vnto him by yetld- 
ing vnto the eruth , and by bein 
amended by his admonitions, fo 
ſhall wee bee CHRIST IESVS 
his poſſeſſion , his peculier people, 
and a temple for him , and his Spi- 
rtit to dwell in ; otherwiſe if wee 
ſufter any one finne , whether of 
Idolatrie or of infidelitie,or of world- 
linefle , or of filtie living , or of 
groſſe ignorance , or any raigning, 


| and dominering finne that 1s vn- 


felr , and vnrefiſted , to ſway vs, 
and tyrannizc ouer vs , wee driue, 
and banniſh IESVS CHRIST 
not ſo much our of our coaſtes , as 
the Gergefites did, CHathew, 12, 
45. as out of the Caſtle, andpallace 
of our heartes , and admit fathan 
our deadly enemic in his Roome', and 


ſteade, 
Thus 
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Thus much ofthe tlic firli x pait,nalnc,y nc 
Ln who ſhuttcth, 


The ſecond branch. is the time when ' 

ehEgatc is ſhut, tz, when all meanes, | 
and occahuns of comming vnto fal-| 
uation ate taken away and when the. 
'time of gracc, repentance, a and recon | 
| ctltacion 1s } palt , which | s, when this 
ife is ended, Lake, 15,2 «24, 25.26. 
28.2), or rhe iche eli. _ in hell, 
Cefiring and feking vito Alrehis. 


+4 


thac ke* wonld ſerd Lazarus, whom 

hec had Legiected and contemned, 

to yecige bim the lea'l comfort, kee 

cou!d not Cai. e it, 2nd when he des | 
fired that Lazarus m12ur bee ſent to his 
fathers 730; ſe , to aduſc and warne hs 
fire brethren that they ſhould not come 
into that pl.:ce of torment, hee ſpeedeth 
not in his prepoſterous and ynlawftull 
ſuite, but bis brethren are referred, 
and rem tted vnto the inteipreters A 
Aoſes arid the Prophets. Againe, the 
dead do not praiſe the Lord , neither 
doth the duſt giue thankes yntohim, 


or the heanenly Bride, 


or declare histrueth, 7/ey.3g.18, Se* 
condly, at the day of the Lord ( for as 
death leaueth men , whether peni- 
tent , or unipenient, ſo the ialt iudge- 
ment findcth, and iudgeth them , and 
no otherwiſe ) it is no time of recon- 
ciliation, and of obtaining mercy ,as 
the example of the five tooliſh Vir- 
gins , and of thoſe that Lake, 13. 25, 
crycd, Lord , open vnto vs , when the 
doore was ſhut, and could not be ad- 

mitted, and intromitted, deth plainly 

proue,and demonſtrate, 

The reaſon hereof is, becauſe the 
Lord in his mercie and orace, derh in 
this life, to thoſe eſpecially chat bein, 
and of the viſible cauich offer , and 
tender the meanes of taith , repen- 
tance, grace, mercy, and forgiueneſle| 
of all their finncs , by the holy mi- 
niltery of the worde, and Sacraments, ! 
as 2.Cor 6,2, Titms,2,10.11.12, lobs| 
12.35. Tobn 4.9, Iſay,55,67, Gala,) 
6:10, Prower. 1, 24.25, 26, and be-_ 
cauſe "the wicked are teraporizers, 
[eytherytterlye and torally diipiſe,and 
: | WI 2 
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work yea and maketh fruſtrate the 


conterne it,as Luke 14-18. 19,20, 0r 
elle they come onely in ſhew ,an 

content themſelues with a naked pro- 
feſſion , and ſome outward reformati- 
on, wanting the hand , and firme grap- 
ple of true faith , that firmeth , appre-= 
hendeth,claſpeth, and applyech Chriſt 
to their erernall ſaluation, /ebr.4, 2, 


'| and alſo deſtitute of inward reforma- 


tion and holineſſe, comming (1 ſay ) 
without the wedding garment of 
faith,and ſanRificacion, they are found 
d:tefted by Chriſt, conninced of hy- 
ove, Land hand and foote , and 
cait into viter darkeneſſe , where  wee- 
ping and gnaſving of teeth , Math, 22. 
11,12,13, 


Vſe, The vie hereof is firſt. to 
ſhew the vileneſſe and vanitie of the 
| doQrine of Popiſh purgatory(where- 

of I ſpake at large before ( and there- 
[forea word now ſhall ſuffice) iris a 
| vile doctrine , becauſe it derraceth 


Fe 
%s , by 


[leſus Chriſt, Hebrew, 7. 25. Iris vaine 


or the heanenly Bride, 
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all-ſufficient death , and purgation of 


and falſc, for as there are but two 
ſorts of perſons , ele&,or reprobate, 
Sheepe, or Goares , good or cuill, and 
as men dye eyther in the eſtate of 
grace (as all the ele&t doe) or elle in 
he eſtate of damnation (as doe all 
che reprobate and impenirent ) ſo are 
there but ewe places in the ſcriptures | 
2ppoinced for them, after this life, 
viz, heauen, and hell, therefore no 
purgatory, or third place, [ohr, 5.29, 
eApoc. 14. 13, wherefore ſecing there 
is no ſuch purgatotie after thus life, 
nor no meanes left to relicue , or re» 
leaſe them : therefore all prayer of 
the liuing for the dead , is {implye 
ynlawſull , for firſt it is againſt be 
rule of faith, widehz, the worde of | 
G OD, and therefore mult of neceſſi-| 
tie be finne, | 
Secondlie, it is againſt the rule of 
charitie, that ſhould alwayes iudge 
the beſt of the dead, and not perſwade 
K 2 them- + 
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themſcues the dead, are in torments 
where-of they haue noe certaine 
ground,or knowledge, 

Vje, The {econd, andlaſt yſe is to 
teach vs not to ſtay for companions in 
the way to cternall life , John,1 3,24. 
for ſo wee may periſh together , nor 
to deferre, or put of our conuerſion 
from day to day Math, 24 48.49.50. 


"51 leaſt cither by death, orthe laſt 


iudgement we be ſuddenly ſurpriſed, 
and ouertaken , and accordingly iudg- 
cd,and condemned,1,The..2, 

T hus much of the time, 


The third branch, and member of the 
diviſion, is the perſons, and parties 
that are ſhut out: viz , the fooliſh vir- 

ins , ideft, thoſcthar did not provide 
or the time to come, becauſe they 
did careleſſely pleaſe them-ſelues in 
heir wants , and ſo paſſed by the 
time of mutuall communication and 
they contemnedthe helps that were 
offered ynro them , and therefore 


they are deſeruedly derided for their 
| folly, 


——__ 


_ 


_—_ or the heauenly Bride. 


folly , and doe ſuffer the luſt pu- 
niſhment of their negligence , and 
brutiſhnes, 

Hence wee learne that it ſufficerh 
not to carry onely hn Lon 
of cxtermall profeſſion , to hauc a- 


fight, ortaſt of Gods mercies ( with- 
out Tound feeling of them, o no- 
riſhment by them) Hebr.6 2, Mat.1 3. 
20. orto haue onely an externall ho- 
lines amongſt men, as theſc tooliſh 
Virgins (noe doubt) had, forifa man 
haue noe more then this , hee can- 
not goe beyond a reprobate in Chriſ- 
tianity , and alltheſe temporall, and 
common graces wil faile a man in 
the time of temptation , in the day 
of death , and at the Laſt judgement 
as Hebre,6.4. 1.lohn, 2,19. Buttrue 
fayth whereby wee are iuſtified, and 
ſanified before GOD neuer fai - 
leth, Luke. 22. 32, and all the( ſauing) 
guifts of GOD are withqut repen- 
tance, Rom, rt. 29. and GOD will 
remember their finnes , and iniqui- 
| K 3 * ries 
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neither Ict gaining , 


ties noe more, Heb, 10,17, therfore 
hee will neuer take his grace whol- 
ly from them ; wherefore let ys not” 
content our ſelues with a bare know- 
ledge, and hiſtoricall faith, bur turne 
this temporary faith into a true, and 
ſauing faich ; and let not the ſtrang- 
nes , or rarenes of diume miſteryes 


{onely , or principally nzoue , ard 


enduce vs to the profeſſion of reli- 
gion , for ſo may Simon Magus , 
and the Athezians bee Chriſtians, 
erl or retaining of 
worldly wealth , peace , proſperity, 
friendſhip , and dignity , or credit 


bee cur inducements , or perſwa- 


tions to Chriſtianity, for theſe things 
are yncertaine, and when theſe ends 
faile ( as they doe oft ) then their 
profeſſion , religion , and temporary 
fayth and obedience determineth, 
wherefore let the endsof our fay:h, 
profefſion , and religion be only the 
loue of GOD and the zeale of his 
glory, the delight in the truth, the 
obedience of his will , and a care- 
W% | full, 
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full, and conſtant deſire of ſaluation; 


faith 1s not temporary , and hiftori- 
call, but ſound, and ſaving, ler ys try 

and examine it by theſe rules follow- 
| ing, firſt that wee bee humbled in 
our hearts for our finnes , Iai.g1,17, 

and that wee haue a Godly forrow 
for them 2.Cor, 7.10, Secondly that 
wee bee perſwaded that our finnes be 
pardonable, for otherwiſe wee ſhall 
dilpare as Cainedid Gen.q,13, 
Thirdly wee muſt fincerely defire 

the meanes of ſaluation, ſuch as faith, 
repentance , mortification, and recon- 
| ciliation are : fourthly wee muſt pray 


and that wee may know that our| 


— 


*1 


t 


| for nothing in the earth ſo much, ſo 


the forgiuenefle of our knowne and 
ynknowne fſinnes : fiftly wee muſt 
labour, ard endeuour in all our ac- 
tions to approue and commend our, 
{clues rather vato GOD, then vn- 


to men *: laſtly whether by experi-! 
ence , Sl obſeryation,| 
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earneſtly , and ſo continually as for 
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| of Gods fauour,gaodneſle,and merci- 
full prouidence towardes ys, wee at- 
tayne vntothe ſtrength, ripeneſſe,and | 
full meaſure of fayth, Rom.5.4.5,Pſal. 
23,6, 1, Sam,17, 34.35, 36, If wee 
tinde thele things in our ſelves, 
wee haue tive fayth , and ſhall ne-| 
ner periſh , but if wce want them ei- 
ther in part, or in whole let vs ſceke 
betimes to procure, and ſo to encreaſe 
thera, And thus much of the perſons, 

| The fourth branch , and part is the 


| gins at the comming of the Bride-| 
grome , andthatisconrayned in qr] 
wordes viz, 4nd the gate was ſhut, and | 
heere two principall poynts areto bee ; 
marked , and attended, Firſt from 
what they are excluded, viz,, from the 
fauourable, and comfortable preſence | 
of Chriſt, and from the glory of Hea- | 
uen , Secondly into what place and | 
companie they are remitted , and. 
reſerued , viz, to hell , where they 
ſhalbe rormentcd with the diuill, 
and his Angeils in the lake that 
burneth 


Rate , and condition of the fooliſh Vir- | 


J 
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euermore, 
Touching their excluſion from the 


Chriſt , what a torment is this , and 
how doth it greeue, and gall themto 
thinke , and configer of it? Surely ir 
cannot bee imagined, much leſleliue- 
ly expreſled ; It is at this day a great 
part of the diuills rorment to remem- 
ber from how great glorie, and excel- 
lency hee is irrecouerably fallen, 
Now that they , and all the reprobate 
are eternally ſeperate from the com+ 
pany of CHRIST it 1s apparent, 
2.7 beſſ-1.9,Aath, 25,41,Luk, 13,27. 
eApoe 22.11, 

What a greuious , and vnſpeakable 
torment this is, we may by thehelpes, 
and occurrences of outward things, 
and examples in the world conſider, 
Ofa wife for her offences exduded, 
and dcuorced from her louing , and 
honorable huſ band, and ſa from all 
maintenance, and comfort ; of a ſer- 


glorious and bleſſed fellowſhippe of! 


vane impryſoned as Onefimns for 


| play- 


burneth with fire, and brimſtone for- 


nn 


—_— 


The Lambes Spouſe, 


———  —_ 


>-4 


playing the thcefe againſt his good, 
and gratious maſter: of «Abſolon to 
whole yeares baniſhed from his Fa- 
ethers ſight, and preſence : andof a 
ſubiect »n great grace , fauour , place, 
and famuliaritie with his r.-.ghtie, 
and gratious Soueraigne, and after- 
ward exiled, degraded , impnioned, 
and diſgraced foreuer, How much 
more fearetull , horrible , and yncom- 
fortable is it to bee excommunica- 
ted ard ſeperated not for a {mall 
time , but for cuer , and cuer fromthe 
preſence , and fauourof CHRIST 
who is the ſumme of all grace, and 
fauour , and the fountaine of all hap- 
pineſſe, and felicity. 
T hus much of the firſt point name- 
ly from what they are ex- 
cluded, 


Secondly touching the proper, 
and .peculier place of vnſpeakable 
torment , which from the foundati- 
on of the worlde is appointed for 


. |rhem, it is hell, or a place of eter- 
bY nall 


| 


| 


' 


| 
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nall , and ynvtterable payne farre re- 
mote , and diſtant from the higheſt 
Heauen ; and as ſundrie both anci- 
*s, ent , and latter Devines probablie | 
+ thinke, and collect out of the Scrip- 
tures as, Deutronomy 32, 22, Tſay; 
$ 30.33, Nomber 16, JO. 33. Prouerbes 
t5. Pſalme 86, 13. Pſalme 30, 6. 
Philip 2. 10, Luke, 8,31, and(though | 
this poynt 1s more curious then pro» 
| fable, and more comecturall then 

certainely knowne where it is) 
thatyc is in ſome place ynder the 
earth, 

And to fignifie , and ſet forth 
the Nature, and terrorot it, it's cal- 
led hell, the bottomleſle pic, - Apo, 

9.10, the lake that burneth wich fire, 
| and brimſtone, a priſon. 1. Pet,3.19. a 


! place of darkneſle, 2, Per.2,4. cucrlaſt- 


ing deſtruction, 2.7 heſſalo.1.9. a place 
without, Apor, 22. 15, vnquencha- 
ble fire, CMarke, 9. 43, Mathew, 5. 
verſe 12. 

The yſe of the place is to con- 
uince all Atheiſtes that denie it ,and| 
| all 
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all chat ſay there is no other hell, but « 
| mans con{cience,but they one day (if 
they continue their errors and mad- 
elle ) ſhall finde and feele that there 
is an bell; and if their conſcience ſome- 
time terrifie them for their wicked- 
nefſc here, let them aflure themſelues 
that this is to them bur the flaſhings, 
and beginnings of hell fire. Thirdly, 
if rhey will nor belecue the Scriptures 
and word of God,yet in that they be- 
leeue, and are conuinced by many | 
| meanes,that there are diuels, let them 
bewarethat they bee not lead blind- 
folded by Sathan into hell, and there 
feele the etcernall rorment of that 
which here they neither feele , nor ac- 
knowledge, and bee moſt deſeruedly 
depriucd of that glory and ioy,where- 
of they neuer in this life would take 
notice, 

New touching the paines, and pu- 
niſhments, torcures , and torments of 
the damned, wee are to conſider, and 
handle them firft generally, and then 


more {pecially,and ſcuerally, 


or the heavenly Bride, 
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able and intollerable ; ſecondly, end- 
lefle, and eternall, 

That they arc intollerable and yn- 
ſuFerable, tneſe Scriptures following 
ce aboundantly teſtific and affirme; 
The yreat day of hig wrath is come, 
and who can withftand it, Apoce6.17, 


| more ſhall this come to paſſe, when the 


'| nally powred out rppon them, _ 


there is ſaid to be wailing and gnaſh- 
| ing of reeth, Matb. 22, there torment 
| 15 ſhadowed forth yndecr the borrow- 
| ed and mctaphoricall rermes ( of ſuch 
rhings as be molt ſubiect to our ſence, 
and fearcfull in our apprehenſion ) of 
fire, brimſtone, the worme of conſci- 
ence thar neuer dieth,vtter darknefle; 
And if the enimies of the truth in this 
life ypon the ſence, and apprehenſion 
of the heauy waight of Gods iudge- 
ment againſt them,ſialſceke death,and 
ſhall not finde it nd ſhall defire to dyed 
death ſball flee from them ; how much 


full vyoles of Geds! wrath ſhall bee fi- 


" Eiftin generall they are ynſpeake-| 


| 


whenthey ſhall drinke the pure wine 


of 


Apoc.6, | 
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of his wrath Apoc. 9.6. Apoc, 14.10» 
Rom.2.4 Pſal.74.10.Luke.16 24.25, 
Touching the eternitie , and cuerÞ | 
laſtingnefle of their paynes , and tor- | 
tures both in ſoule , and bodie , both | 
playne places of Scripture . and ſound | 
arguments thence colleted abounn- ! 
dantly eumce and teltifie, | 
Firſt the paynes and punniſhments | 
are called cucrlaſting fire, CAlarhew | 
25.41, the worme that never dieth, | 


_— 


' 


Iſa 66, 24, the ſmoake of their tors | 
ments doth aſcend euermore, they | 
have no reſt day, nor night, eApoo. | 
14. 11, and they ſhalbe punniſhed | 
with everlafting perdirtion from the | 
q preſence of the Lord, and fromthe 
gloric of his power, as 2, Theſſal, 1.9. 
ſo that when as many Millions of 
yeares bee expired, as there bee motes 
in the ſunne, droppes of water in the 
Ocean ſea, ſands ypon the ſea ſhoarc, 
creatures ypon the earth: and when fo 
many yeares ſhall be accompliſhed, as 
all Arithmeritians can number all their 


, no 


—— 


life long ; yet their torments ſhall have | 
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no end, nor cate, but begin againe a; 

fri, Now thereatons why their tot- | (*>(- 4 
mcts {1:al be eternal arc theſe: Firſt the 
toys of heaven are cterna'l, Math, 25, ! 
46. and therefore the paiaes cf the 
damned are etcrnall alſo, tor coxtrari- 
orien cortraria ſunt conſequentia # Se- 
condiy G OD whom the reprobates 
haue ofiended, and contemned is an 
ene- laſting mareſtie, and the chiete and 
eternal! 50d and therefore the puniſh» 
ment of the ſinne committed againſt 
bim is cternall, for finne committed 
agaialt the infinite maieſtie, is infinite, 
Thirdty, if the reprobates lived here 
for euer,they would ſinne tor eucr,and 
being in hell chey cannot prailc God, 
Pfal,: ©. 9, but hate, repine, and mur- 
mu! againſt him , But God is merciful, 
and therefore hee will at length end 
their vorments . or at leaſt caſe them, 
Flt they diſpiſed Gods mercy ir, this 
life when it was offered them , and 
therby haue made the#ſelues altogither 
ynworthy of it . Secondly they ſhalbe 
puniſhed more gent'y then they baue 
deſerued 


——.. 
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defined, Mathew. 11 22. for GO D 


. [and encreaſed the quantity of their 
torments, 
And thus mnch in generall of the paines 
of the dawned. 


Now let ys come to ſome particu. 
lers. Firft in their faces, and counte- | 
pances there ſhalbe ſhame , and con- 
futon for euermore, Dan.1.8 9,7,and 
for this cauſe the reprobates ate cal- | 
led the weſſels of diſhonour,2,Tim,1. 20, 
Rom. 9. 21, for then all their ſecrete | 
finnes ſhalbe layd open, and diſcouc- | 
red, 1. Cor, 4. 5, and their conſcience | 
bringing them alwayes freſh into 
their rememberance ſhall alwaiecs 
vexe, and torment them, 7/a,66,24. 
Mark. 9.44. and wee gatherthis pun- 
niſhment by the contrary eſtate of the 
Godly at Chriſt his comming, 1 ,/oh.2. 
28, for they ſhalbe bold, and not aſha 
med, 

Now if many men in this life for 
auoyding and preuenting. of open | 


ſhame, 


or the heauenly Bride, 


| ſhame,and puniſhment, doe not onely 
| hide, but alſo make away themſelues, 
in what horror; & yexation thinke we 
| they ſhalbe in , when they ſhall ſuffer 
full and eucrlaſtiag ſhame,and puniſh- 
ment ? Secondly,they ypon the perfect 
ſenſe of their infinite linnes, and ypon 
the full apprehenſion of Gods infinite 
indignation,ſhall exerlaftingly diſpaire, 
and ſhall alwayes deſire to dye , and ſhall 
not dye, Apoc.9.6, 
| Thirdly,in their minds and wils be- 
| ing vnſpeakeably infected, and poſleſ- 
ſed with enuie,and malice,they on the 
one part {ceing themſclugs deprived 
of ſo infinite glory , and plunged into 
ſo endlefſe miſeries, by reaſon of their 
| finnes and offences. and on the other 
| fide, either by preſent ſight and yiew, 
as ſome diuines colle&t out of Lyk,1 2, 
28, Lake.16,23, Apec.14.10, or elle 
| (which is an yndoubted truth)by kee+ 
| ping in freſh and perperualmemary, 
| the abſolute and glorious eſtate, & g/s- 
rification of the godly at the laſt day, | 
© ſeruing and percciuing the godly 
L 


whom 
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_ | ofthe eleR : ſo ſhall they be tormen- 


whom they in their life time ſo ſcor. 
ned, abuſed, wronged , perſecuted to 
be ſo ynconceaueably bleſſed, ſhall be 
tormented and yexed with an vncre- 
dible enuic,1ſa,66,23.24, Pſal.85,10. 
I1.Z#k,16,23.We haue ſome inſtance 
hereof in proud Hamon that curſed 
Agagite that could in no wile endure 
the cxaltation of Ifordechers , but it 
was aſword to his heart, and a yexati.. 
onto his conſcience. And if the enui- 
ous in this life repine, yea, and pine a- 
way at the felicitic and fayours of 0. 
thers, how much more will they then 
enuy,when they themſelues ſhalbein- 
comparably more _miſcrable , and the 
godly vnſpcakably more bleſſed, 

Fourthly,the reprobate ſhalbe as wel | 
tormented in their bodies, which haue | 
bin the veſſels & inſtruments of finne, | 
and iniquity , as in their ſoules , for as | 


their bodics ſhalbe darke ,*inglorious, 


and deformed,contrary vnto the glory 


ted not with any materiall fire, for the ' 


the worme of conſcience, the carcaſes 
of 
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| of the ſlaine, and the meraphoricall 


| s | , ' Jn 
| ſpeeches,efpecially in the Apoc,22.23 


| that de(cribe and delineate vnto ysthe 
{oy and glory of heauen ſhould de lit- 


|terally vnderitood , which is very ab= 
ſurd to thinke , but with that which 1s 
equiualent , yea tarre more extreame, 
namely the fui!, and finall wrath ol 
God ceazing and invading the ſoule 

[ and body, as appeateth, Apoc, 14,10, 
They ſbal! drinks of the wine of the wrath 

| of God.) £1 of the p: Ye WWINne that 6s powred 
into the cup of hrs wrath, and (ha!be tor- 
mented in fire & brimſton before the holy 

| Angels, and before the Lambe for ener- 
| more, they ſhail drinke vp the aregs of 
| Gods wrath , which is their portion to 
| drinke, P[z/, 74.10.& Pſu.11 .6, Laſtly 
| becauſe they mult in ſoule & body ſuf- 
; ferthe vnſupportable indignation of 
' the Lord,are called, and ſo indeed are, 
' veſels of nrath prepared to deſtruition, 


| Now if the angerof a Lion, of a Beare 


| robbed of her whelps,much more of a 
mighty Monarch be ſo pernicious” and 


digerous,how much more incoparable 
L 2 then 
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thenis the wrath and indignation of 
;the Almighty and the rhoſt wit Lord, 
| vi ho is to his enimies 4 edn ſumimg fire, 
Hebr,12,29, and whoſe wrath burneth | 
vnto the bottome of hell, Deur,3 2.22, | 
God giue vs grace by our godly feare, | 
true repentance, and ſound obedience | 
in this life,to preuent it, Amen, 
T hus much f the generall and particyler 
puniſhment of thoſe that artexcluaed, 
The laſt point, and part to be hand- 
led , avd wherewith we will conclude | 
the wholc treatiſe, is the manifcld,and | 
wholſome vſes that we are to make of 
this decrine t firft therfore the ſerious 
conſideration, and meditation of the | 
ſtate, & paines of the damned,mult be | 
a forcible motiue to diſwade and re- | 
claime vs from committing finne, and | 
injiquitie for feare, of falling into the | 
ſame condemnation, Chryſoſtome in his | 
I3,Homilie , or ſegnon vypon the Re- 
maines,{aith well to this purpoſe; Vri- 
nam (ingquit)vbig, de Gebenna diſſerere- | 


tur non enim finet in Gehennam inci.lere, 


Gehenne meminiſſe,c&c, that is , would | 
tO , 
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OTETE—  _— - — 


to God euery man would ſpeake of hel; 
for to remember ke!l , will not ſuffer 
'a man to fall into hell; for if the due 
confideration of ſeuere humane lawes 
that ſhall be duly executed, doe keepe 
the moſt ynruly trom offending, much | 
more will the ſerious confideration of 
the paines of hell (if men haue grace 
to rhinke on them ) reforme & amend 
men, /xde,2 3, Secondly the Preachers 
& Miniſters ofthe word of God,when 
they (ee & perceiue the deaiſnefle,dul- 
neſle,}and impenitencie of the hearers, 
muſt labour by laying open the multt- 
tude, and torments of the damned. to 
draw men to feare God, and to repent 
their ſinnes, Math.23.33. Heb,19.27. 
Apoc,14.9.19.11, 

The thitd vſc is to teach ysnotto be 
enuious again(t the wicked , nor to re- 
pine at their te; porall dominion, and 
prolperitie': for firſt, neither they, nor 
their pompe nor proſperity ſhall con- 
tinue long, bur periſh ſuddainly. Pal, 
73.18.19.20. Pſal. 37,12, Secondly, 
they haue ( for the moſt pare) their 


L 3 
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portion ” 
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portion inthis lite, P/a/.17. 14, Iaſtly, 
their damnation is iuſt,& ſlecpeth not, | 
2.Pet,2,7, wherefore wee muſt rather 
commiſſerate and pitty them, yea,and 
pray God to conuerttnem,forinſo dos 
ing we ſhall pleaſe God, diſcharge our 
owne duties, & perhaps in the end bes 
a meanes to win,and reclaimechem, | 
Fourthly & laſtly,finding in our felues | 
by duc examination,that Cod hath de- | 
buered vs from ſo great condemnati- ; 
oB and made ys heires,in hope of eter- | 
gall-life, ve muſt continually, and fron | 
our hearts giue all glory & praiſe vnto 
God, Apor.5.9.1 o.Co/,1,12.13,14.and 
| hereby bee fiirred vp to be tedfaſi, vne. 
| raxeable , #boundunt alwayes in the | 
' worke of the Lord, 1,Cor, 15, 57. 58, | 
| Now the Lord God, the fountaine of | 
' mercics,and the father of our Lord Ie- | 
' ſus Chriſt, grant wee may performe | 
theſe duties , and continye conſtant like | 
| pillars'in his lone, and ſeruice to the | 
"end , for his beloucd ſonnes ſake Telus | 
Chn{t our onely redeemer , and 
mediator, Amer, 


o_— 
Ad. ate. : 


—_ —— 


M7710] © 


THE LamBbESSpovse 


ao 
x 


LY * —— -- _ 


3&3; , SS — ODIN 


— |: 
1 Ne DT I RIAIE l - 
= 7 Fas 


Or 


The Heauenly Bride, 
eA theologicall diſcourſe,wher- 


in the contract betwixt.Chriſt and the 
Church; the preparation againſt the mariage; 
and the lolemnization it ſelfe, and the exclu- 
fron of bypocrites and temporizers,ts plain* 
| ly andprofitably, with the par- 


ticular yſes,fct forth; . 


# Y 4 
Wherevnts 5 arinexed anexact pre» 
paratiue to the LoAt; S upper. 
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| 


ties noe more, Heb, 10,17, therfore 
hee. will neuer take his grace whol. 
ly from them ; wherefore let vs not 
content our ſ{elues with a bare know- 
ledge, and hiſtoricall faith, but turne 
this temporary faith into a true, and 
ſauing faith ; and let nit the ſirang- 
nes , or rarenes of diume miſteryes 
onely , ar principally moue , and 
enduce ys to the profeſſion of relj- 
gion , for ſo may Simon Magus , 
and the. Athenians bee Chriſtians, 
heither let gaining ,- or retaining of 
worldly wealth , peace , prolperity, 
friendſhip , and dignity , or credix 
bee our inducements , or perſwa- 
tions to Chriſtianity, for theſe things 
are vncertaine, and when theſe ends 
faile ( as they doe off ) then their 
profeſſion , religion , and temporary 
fayth and 7 nei determineth , 
alleratbes let the endsof our fayth, 
profeſſion , and religion be only the 
loue of GOD and the zeale of his 
glory, the delight in the truth , the 


obedience of his will , and a care- 
| full, 


—"_ 
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full, and conſtant defire of faluation; 
and that wee may know that © 

faith 1s not temporary , and hiſtori 
call, bur ſound , and ſauing, letys t 

and examine it by theſe rules follow 
ing, firſt that wee bee humbled i 
| our hearts for our ſinnes, Ifai.5 1.17, 


pardonable, for otherwiſe wee ſhal 
diſpaireas Caine did Gen.4,1 3, 
Thirdly wee mult fincerely defire 
the meanes of ſaluation, ſuch as faith, 
repentance , mortification, and recon 
Ciliation are : fourthly wee muſt pray 
for nothing in the earth ſo much, fo 
earneſtly , and ſo continually as for 
the forgiuenefle of our knowne and 
ynknowne finnes : fiftly wee muſt 
labour, and endeuour in all our ac- 
tions to approue and commend our 
ſelues rather vato GOD, then va 
to men : laſtly whether by experi- 
ence , and. continuall ob eryation,| 
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of Gods fauour,goodneſſe,and merci. 
full prouidence towardes vs, wee at- 
tayne vntothe ſtrength, ripeneſſe,and 
full meaſure of fayth, Rom.5.4.5,Pſal, 
23.6, I. Sam.17, 34.35, 36, If wee 
tinde thele things in our ſelves, 
wee haue true fayth , and ſhall ne- 
ner periſh, but Fd wce want them ei- 
ther in part, or in whole let ys ſceke 
berimes to procure, and ſo to encreaſe 
them, And thus much of the perſons, | 
The fourth branch , and part is the 
ſtate , and condition of the fool/ifÞ Yir- 
gins at the comming of the Briae- 
grome , andthatis contayned in theſe 
wordes viz, And the gate was ſhut,and 
hecre two principall peynts are to bee 
marked , and attended, Firſt from 
what they are excluded, viz, from the 
fauourable, and comfortable preſence 
of Chriſt, and from the glory of Hea- 
gen . Secondly inte what place and 
companie they are remitted , and 
reſerued , viz, to hell , where they 
ſhalbe rormented with the diuill, 
and his Angells in the lake that 


burveth 


or the heanenly Bride. 


burnerh with fire, and brimftone for- 
euermore, 

Touching their excluſion fromthe 
glorious and bleſſed fellowſhippe of 
Chriſt , what a torment is this , and 
how doth it greeue, and gall them to 
thinke , and conſider of jt? Surely ic 
cannot bee imagined, much leflcliue- 
ly exprefled ; It is at this day a great 
part of the diuills rorment to remem- 
ber from how great glorie, and excel- 
lency hee is irrecouerably fallen, 
Now that they , and all che reprobate 
are eternally ſeperate from the com- 

any of CHRIST it 15 apparent, 
2.T beſſ-1.9, Math, 25,41 Luk, 13.27. 
eApoe.22,11, 

What a greuious , and ynſpeakable 
torment this is, we may by the helpes, 
and occurrences of outward things, 
and cxamples in the world conſider, 
Ofa wife for her offences excluded, 
and deuorced from her louing, and 
honorable huſ band , and ſ@ from all 
maintenance, and comfort ; of a ſer- 
uant impryſoned as Oneſimas for 

play- 


| 
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playing the theefe againſt his good, 
1 and gratious maſter: of eAbſo/on two 
whole yeares baniſhed from his Fa- 
thers ſight, and preſence : and of a 
ſubiect in great grace , fauour , place, 
and famuliaritie with his mighte, 
and gratious Soucraigne, and after- 
ward exiled, degraded , impriſoned, 
and diſgraced forever, How much 
more fearefull , horrible, and yncom- 
fortable is it to bee excommunica- 
ted and ſeperated not for a ſmall 
time , butfor cuer , and cuer fromthe 
preſence , and fauourof CHRIST 
whois the ſumme of all grace, and 
fauour , and the fountaine of all hap- 
pineſſe,and felicity. 
Thus much of he firſt point ,name- 
ly from what they arc ex- 
cluded, 


| 


Secondly touching the proper, 
and peculicr place of vnſpeakable | 
torment , which from the foundati- 

on of the worlde is appointed for | 

them, it is hell, or a place row: | 
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nall , and vnvtterable payne farre re- 


mote , and diſtant from the higheſt! 


Hcauen ; and as ſundric both anci- 
ent , and latter Deuines probablie 
thinke, and collect out of the Scrip- 
tures as, Denutronomy 32, 22, Iſay, 
30.33, Nomber 16. 30. =» Avis 
Is. Pſalme 86, 13. Pſalme 30, 6. 
Philip 2, 10, Luke, 8,31. and(though 
this poynt 15 more curious then pro- 
fitable, and more comeRturall then 
certainely knowne where it is) 
thatic is in ſome place ynder the 
earth, 

And- to fignific , and fer forth 
the Natute, and cerrorofit, it's cal- 
led hell, the bottomleſle pit, Apec, 
9.10, the lake that burneth with fire, 
and brimſtone;, a priſon. 1. Pet,3.19. a 
place of darknefle, 2, Pet.2,4, cuerlalt- 
ing deſtruction, 2,7 heſalo.1.9. a place 
without, Apor. 22. 15, vaquencha- 
ble fire, Marke. 9. 43, Mathew, 3. 
verſe 12. 

The vſe of the place is to con» 
uince all Atheifics that denic it , and 
all 
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all that ſay there is no other hell, bur 8 
mans conlicience,but they one day (if 
they continue their errors and mad- 
neſſe ) ſhall findeand feele that there 
is an bek; and if their conſcience ſome. 
time terrifie them for their wicked- 
neſſe here, let them aflure themſclues 
that this is to them bur the flaſhi 

and beginnings of hell fire. Thirdly, 
if they will not belecue the Scriptures 
and word of God,yet in that they be- 
leeue, and are conuinced by many 
meanes,that there are diue!s, let them 
bewarethat they bee nor lead blind- 
folded by Sathan into hell , and there 
feele the etcrnall rormene of that 
which here they neither feele , nor ac- 
knowledge, and bee moſt Jeſeruedly 
depriued of that glory and ioy,where- 
of they neuer in this life would take 
notice, 

New touching the paines, and pu- 
niſhments, torcures , and torments of 
the damned, wee are to conſider, and | 
handle them firft generally, and then 
more ſpecially,aad ſcucrally, TH | 
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ablc and intollcrable ; ſecondly, end- 
lefle,and eternall, 
| That they areintollerable and yn- 
ſufferable, theſe Scriptures following 
doe aboundantly teſtifie and affume; 
The great day of his wrath is come, 
and who can withftand ir, Apoc.6.17, 
there is ſaid to be wailing and gaaſh- 
ing of teeth, Afatb, 22, there torment 
is ſhadowed forth ynder the borrow- 
ed and metaphorical! termes ( of ſuch 
chings as be moſt ſubieR to our ſence, 
and fearefull in our apprehenſion ) of 
fire, brimſtone, the-worme of conſci- 
ence that neuer dieth,viter darkneſle; 
And if the enimies of the truth in this 
life vpon the ſence, and apprehenſion 
of the heauy waight of Gods iudge- 
ment againſt them,/ial ſeeke death,and 
ſrall not finde it and ſpall defire to dye,nd 
death ſpall flee from them ; how much 
more ſhall this come to paſſe, when the 
full vyoles of Goeds' wrath ſhall bee fi- 


nally powred out yppon them, and 
when they ſhall drinks the pure _ 
| © 


| 


Firſt in generall they are ynſpeake- | 


Apoc,6, 9 


Ae et ene i 
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of his wrath Apoc. 9.6, Apoc, 14.10, 
Rom.2.4 Pſal.74.10.Luke.16.24,25, 

Touching the erernitie , and cuer- 
laſtingneſſe of their paynes , andtor- | 
tures both in ſoule, and bodie , both 
playne places of Scripture , and ſound | 
arguments thence colle&ted aboun- 
dantly ewnce and teſtifie, 

Firſt the paynes and punniſhments 
are called cucrlaſting fire, CAlathew | 
25.41, the worme that neuer dieth, | 
Iſz 66, 24, the ſmoake of their ror- | 
ments doth aſcend euermore, they | 
hauc no reſt day, nor night, eApoc. 
14. 11, and they ſhalbe punniſhed 


with euerlaſting perdition from the | 
preſence of the Lord, and from the 
gloric of his power, as 2, Theſſal. 1.9. 
ſo that when as many Millions of 
yearcs bee expired, as there bee motes 
in the ſunne, droppes of water inthe 
Ocean ſca, ſands ypon the ſea ſhoarc, 
creatures ypon the earth: and when ſo 


many yeares ſhall be accompliſhed, as 
all Arithmetitians can number all their 


life long ; yet their torments ſhall have 
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no end, nor cafe”, but begin againe 2 
freſh, Now the 1ealons why their tor 
mers ſhal be eteryal are theſe: Firſt the* 
ioyes of heanen arc cternail, Math,25, 
46, and therefore the paines of the 
damned are eternal] alfo, tor contrars- 
orum contreria ſunt conſequentia : Se» 
| condly G OD v hom the reprobates 
haue offended, and contemned is an 
ener laſimg maieſtie, and the chicfe and 
eternall good,and therefore the puniſh- 
ment of the finne commirred againſt 
him is eternall, for ſinne committed 
againſt the infinite maieſtic, is infinite, | |» 
Thirdly, if the reprobates liued here 
for euer,they would finne for euer,and k 
being in hell they cannot praiſe God, 
Pſal.;. 9, bur hate, repine, and mur-|_ _ 
mur againſt him , But God is merciful, Obieft, 
and therefore hee will at length end 
their torments , or at leaſt caſe them, 4 
Firſt they diſpiſed Gods mercy in this "f. 
life when it was offered them , and 
therby haue made theſclues altogither 
ynworthy of it . Secondly they ſhalbe | 
puniſhed more gently then - haue 
- a_—_— | 
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1and encreaſed the quantity of their 


delarued, Mathew. 11, 22. for GOD 
could much more haue aggrauated, 


torments, 
And thus mnch in general of the paines 
of the damned. 


' .Nowlet ys come to ſome particu- 
lers. Firſt in their faces, and counte- 
pances there ſhalbe ſhame, and con- 
fuſion for cuermore,Darari,8 9.7,and 
for this cauſe the reprobates ate cal- \ 
led the veſſels of diſhonoxr 2, 1im.1. 20, 
Rom. 9. 21, for then all their ſecrete 
finnes ſhalbe layd open , and diſcoues- | 
red, 1. Cor, 4. 5, and their conſcience | 
bringing them alwayes freſh into 
their rememberance ſhall alwaies 
yexe,and torment them, /ſa,66,24. 
Mark, 9.44. and wee gatherthis pun- 
niſhment by the contrary eſtate of the 
Godly at Chriſt bis comming, 1, /ob.2. 
28, forthey ſhalbe bold, and not aſha. 
med, 

Now if many men in this life for 


— —— — ——— _— 


anoyding- and preuenting of open 
ame, | 


tl 
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| ſhame, and puniſhmeac, doe not ontly 
hiee, but allo make away themiclues, 
| 11 what horfor, & yexation thinke we 
they [halbe in , when chey ſhall ſuffer 
| tull and eueclatticn (hame,and punilh- 
meitt ? S2cond! y,they vpon the perfect 
lenſe of their infinite linnes, and vpon 
the full ayprehenſion of Gods infinite 
indivnation;lh ail rn#rtoftiro!y diſparre, 
| and hill tl. yes deſire ro dhe , and foail 

nordye,Apoe,g.6, 
1hird'y,it their tninds and wils be- 
ing volſpeakeaily infected, and poſſeſ- 
ſed with chuic, and inalice,rhey on the 
oiie part {etipg themſelves deprived 
of ſ@ infinite gluty , ond plunged into 
| ſo cndlefſe miftiies;by reaſon of their 
ſinmes 4iid offences. and on the other 
| fide, ether by preſent ſight and view, 
| as ſore divines colleRout of Lak, 1 2, 
, 28, Lake 16.21, £#pec.ng 10, of elle 
| (which is an yndoubted truth)by kee- 
| ping itrfreſh arid perperua!l memory, 
the abſolute and glotious ellat e,8& g!+- 
rification of the'godly it tlie Laſt day, 
ſetuing and peretivitig the godly 
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whom they in their life time ſo ſcor- 
ned, abuſed, wronged , perſecuted to 
be ſo vnconceaucably bleſled,ſhall be 
tormented and yexed with an vncre- 
dible enuie,/ſa,66.23.24. Pſal,85,10. | 
11.Lsk,16.23.We hauec fomeintiance 
hereof in proud Hawor that curled 
Agagite that could inno wiſe endure 
the exalcation of Mordecherns , but ir 
was a ſword to his heart, and a yexati. 
onto his conſcience. And if the enui- 
ous in this lite repine, yea, and pine a- 
way at the felicitie and fauows of o. 
thers, how much more will they then 
enuy,when they themſclues ſhalbe in- 
comparably more miſerable , and the 
godly ynſpeakably more bleſſed, 
Foucthly,the reprobate ſhalbe as wel 


tormented in their bodics,which haue 
bin the veſſels & inſttuments of finne, 
and iniquity , as in their ſoules , for as 
their bodies ſhalbe darke ,'ingloriovs, 
and deformed,contrary vnto the glory 
of the ele : ſo ſhall they be tormen- 


ted not with any materiall fire, for the 


the worme of conſcience, the carcaſs 


of 
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| ferthe vnſupportable indignation of 
the Lord,are called, and ſo indecd are, 
veſſels of nrath prepared to deſiruttion, Pony 
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of the ſlaine, and the metaphoricall 
ſpeeches,efpecially in the 4poc,22.23 
that deſcribe and delineate vnto ysthe 
ioy and glory of heauen ſhould be lit- 
terally ynderſtood , which is very ab» 
ſurd to thinke, but with that which 1s 
Equiualent, yea farre more extreame, 
namely the full, and finall wrath of 
God ceazing and invading the ſoule 
and body, as appeareth, Apoc, 14,10, 
They ſball drinke of the wine of the wrath 
of God,yea of the p'rre wine that is powred 
into the cup of has wrath, and ſhalbe tor- 
mented in fire & brimſtcn before the holy 
Angels, and before the Lambe for ener- 
wore, they ſhall drinke vp the aregs of 
Gods wrath , which is their portion to 
drinke,Pſa/,74.10.8& Pſal.11.6,Laſtl 
becauſe they mult in ſoule & body ſuf- 


| "or the heautnly Britle, 


Now if the angerof a Lion, of a Beare 
robbed of her whelps,much more of a 
mighey Monarch be ſo pernicious and 


digerous,how much more incoparable | 
L 2 then 
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thenis the wrath and indignation of 
the Almighty and the moſt juft Lord, 
who is to his enimics 4 conſrmme fire, 
Hebr.12,29, and whoſe wrath burneth 
onto the bottome of hell, Devur, 22.22, 
God giye vs grace by our godly feare, 
tree repentance, and ſound obedience 
in this lfe,to preuent it, Amen, - 
| Thu much of the generall and particaler 
puniſmment of tho, e that are excluded, 
The lat point, and part to be hand- 
ted , and wherewith we will cencluce 
'I the wholctreaiiſe, is clie manifold, and 
wholfome vſes that we are to make of | 
this de rine : firfitherfore the ſerious 
conſideration , and meditation of the 
fate, & paines of the damned, muſt be 
a forcible motive to diſwade and r= 
claime ys from committing ſinne, and 
iniquitte for feare, of fatfing intothe 
ſame condemnation, Chryſoſtome in his | 
13,Homilie , or fermon vpon the Re- | 
maines,(aith well to this purpoſe; Yri- | 
nam (inquit)vbig, de Gehenna differ ere- | 
| tur,non enim ſinet in Gehennam inci-ere, 
| Gehenne menciniſſe,c5c, that is , would | 
tO | 


— 


or the heauenty Bride, 


to God euery man would ſpeake of hel; 
for ro remember kell , will not ſuffer 
a man to fallinto hell; for it the due 
conſideration of ſeuere humane lawes 
that ſhall be duly cxecured, doe keepe 
the molt ynruly trom offending, much 


the paines of hell (if men haue grace 
torthinke on them ) reforme & amend 
men, /w4e,23, Secondly the Preachers 
& Miniſters ofthe word of God,when 
they lee & perceive the deaulneſle,dul- 
neſle,/and impenitencic of the heare1s, 
mult labour by laying open the multi- 
rude, and to1ments of the damned, to 
draw men to feare God, and to tepent 
| their ſinnes, Afath.23.33, Heb.19.27. 
Apoc.14.9.19.11. 

The third vſe is to teech. ys not to be 
cnuious againſt the wicked , ror to 1e- 
pine at their tem.porall dominion, and 
proſperitie: for fa, neither they, nor 
their pompe nor proſperity ſhall con- 
tinue long, but periſh ſuddainly. ſal, 
73.18.19.20. Pſal. 37.12; Secondly, 
they haue ( for the moſt part ) their 


| more will the ſerious conlideration ot 
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portion inthis life, Pſal,17. 14. Laſtly, 
their damnation is iult,& ſleepeth not, 
2,Pet,2,3, wherefore wee muſt rather 
commiſſerate and pitty them, yea,and 
pray God to conuert them, forin ſo do« 
ing we ſhall pleaſe God, diſcharge our 
owne duties, & perhaps in the end, be , 
a meanes to win,and reclaime them. 
Fourthly &laſtly,finding in our ſelues 
by duc examination,that God hath de- 
livered vs. from ſo great condemnati- 
on,and made ys heires,in hope of cter- 
nall life, we muſt continually,and from 
our hearts giue all glory & praiſe vnto 
Gad, Apoe.5.,9.10,Col,1,12.,13,14.and 
hereby bee ttirred vp to be tedfaſt, vn 
mnoxeable', aboundant alwayes in the 
worke of the Lord, 1.Cor, 15.57.58, 
Now the Lord God, the fountainc of 
mercies,and the father of our Lord Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, grant wee may performe 
theſe dutics , and continue conſtant like 
illars in his lone, and ſeruice to the 
cnd , for his beloued ſonnes ſake Teſus 
Chriſt our onely redeemer , and 


} 


. mediator, Amer, ' 
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AN 
APPENDIX 


or neceſlary addition, 
| touching the doftrine,na- 
' ture and yſe of the Sa- 


 craments, propounded in 
| plaineand profitable Queſtions, 
| and Anſweres,very requiſite 
| 
and comfortable for eue- 
ry Chriſtian to 
know, 
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THE VVOR 

[bipfall , Learned and 
Religions Gentleman, 
maſter Thomas Gibbs 


of Waterzaull Eſquier : Thomas 
Draxe wiſheth encreaſe of grace 
and of all profpertty , and for amo- 
nument of bis kane and ductifu}l 
affelion,confecrateth.this 
{mall adioynder fol. 


lowing, 


4 


| 
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T he Det#rine, mature and uſe of 


the Sacraments, 
Qu, We Jignijeh ths word S4- 


eAn, A fouldters oath made to his 
Caprame whcreby he is fwome to be 
true to, and conſecratedrto the feruice 
of the generall,and from that original 
bgniftcation it is dravae by the com- 
mon conſent of the Chuzch, to-kgnifie 
the Holy Sealcs of Gods mercie , For 
45 the fouldier by. his oth admniftred 
and taken, bindeth himſelfe tothe fer- 
uice of his penerall ;fawee bythe vie 
ofthe Sacraments binde our ſelues to 
God and 10 bis worſhip, 

Qu #hat is 4 Sacrament ? 

Af. An outward fone or feale or- 
daynced of God,zo.confirme our fayth 
inthe certenty of oar redemption, and 
Po and (eale vnto.vs the graces 
and bencts that flowe thence, Ger. 
17.1»,amq, 

Quy. What are the endes of Sacra- 
neents ing enerall'? 

An. 


i The Dottrineandvſe 


eAn. Firſt and princially to confirme 
our faith in the promiſes of grace,and 
to be ſcales and pledges thereof vnto 
vs.1Cor.10,16, Rom.6,3.G41,3,2,6, 
Secohdly io diftizguith vs from all 
Infidells and Atheiſts whatſocuer, 
Thirdly to preſerue the remem. 
brance and memory of Chrilt his be. |. 
nefits, Exod.1 2,14.Luk,22,ver.19, 
Laſtly to bind & vnitevs morefirm- 
lyto God , and his ſeruice,and to one 
another, 
Qu. eAre the Sacraments neceſſary to 
ſaluation? 
eAnſ, Yes,for firſt God in his wiſe- 
dome and mercy hath inſticuted them 
to that end, and hath alſo commaun- 
ded themto be yſed, Secondly by the | 
refulall and contempt of them,we de- | 
clare our ſclucs to bee none of Chriſts 
deſciples,of whome theſe Sacraments 
are badges, Thirdly(during this mor- 
tality)we are weakeinfaith & ful of in- 
firmitics & therfore haue need of the, 
Qu", But are the Sacraments ſo fimp- 


ly and abſolutely needfull to FR_ 
that 


ſaued? 


of the Sacraments, 


that hee that wanteth them cannot bee 


Az, No , for firſt , not the want bue 
the contempt of them damneth , Se- 
condly the 1ſ7aelits inthe Wilderneſle 
wanted them 40, yeares, but were not | 
therefore condemned, & the theife yp- 
on the Croſſe was ſaued , albeit neuer | 
baptized Luke,23, Laſtly damnation 
is denounced to the ynbelecuer and 
impenitent perſon, and not to haue 
that (without his owne defaute) is de- 
priued of the Sacraments, 

Qu. Then grace and remiſſion of ſunes 
is not inherent, in, annexed and tied ſo to 
the Sacraments , that whoſoener wſeth 
them ſnould by his very att of receining, 
be partaker of it?, 

An.Noyfor firſt,it is the proper worke 
of God to confer grace,albent(ordina- 
rily)by the means, Secondly the Sacra- 
ments are ſignes & ſeales of grace, bur 

10t cauſes therof, Thirdly their nature 
and ſubſtance is not changed;therfore 
they cannot of themſelues conferre | 


race, | 
; Laſtly, 
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- Laſtly, Achitephell , Srmon Magus, | 
l[adas, were Partakers of the Sactra- 
ments, yet becauſcchey wanted taith, 
they receued no good bythem , for 
here , mregard of ys faith isall in all 
Heb.4-ver.2, | | 

Qu./f there be no grace contamned and 
inherent in the Sacraments , why are the | 
fgnes and the things fenified called ſo 
| often in Scriptrre by one and the ſame 
newe?Ex0.12.11. 1:Cor.g,7 Math,26, 
28,1,Cor.,11.24, 

Anſ. They are often times thus na- | 
med, onely to fhew the ficaite vnion | 
and necre conmnction , that is be- 
rwixt the fignes and tac things ſigni- | 
fied in the belecuers, for at what time 
they in faith recciuethe fignes,God by 
his ſpirit conferrerh che things ligni- 
hed, 
| What difference is there betwixt 
the ward Preached and the Sacraments? 

Anſ. Fiſt the word preached is only 
audible and propounded to the cares, 
| burrthe ſacraments are ſenſible , and 

offcred & ſubic to the ſenſe of ſee- 


ne 
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ing , falting,handling. 

Seconely, gracc is offered in the 
word more generally , butin the Sa- 
crament more parricularly, 

Thirdly the word is preached both 
to belecuers and vnbelceuers, but the 
ſacraments , ( cfpecialy that cf the 
Lords tupper ) are communicated to 
| thole U.at belecue,or(at leaft)thus pro, 
| bablyiudged, 
| Forrhly,the word is of force towards 
{2irt; and faluation without, or before 
tharthe Sacraments beerecciuct ; as 
114y appeare in Abraho., Gen. The 
Exuch A&t.8, Corn, Act.1o.ve.2,5,and 
44.45 . bur the facrament without the 
word 15 of no validity, 1 meane the 
words of Inſtitution, 

Qu. Ho» are Sacraments dexided? 

A,Into Sacraments of the old Tel- 
rament & Sacraments of the New. 

Qu, What ira Sacrament of the old 
Teilament? « 

A, That which was inftituted & orda- 
ned of God for the faithfull before 
Chriſts incarnation, 
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| [ning theirredemption from the power 


Qu,Of How many ſortes was it? | 
Anſ”, Ot two fortes , ordinary and 
extraordinary. 
Q what were their ordinary Sacramets, 
«Ar. Circumciſion and the paſſouer, 
Qu.## hat is Circumciſion? 
en, An ordinary Sacrament ofthe 
old Teſtament whereby by reaſon of 
the cutting off & circumcizing of the 
foreskin the premiſe of grace, thar is, 
of redemption & {; undifcetion in the 
CMeſſias to come was {:gnified and | 
ſcaled, Gen,7,ver,11.X 12,.Rom.,4.11, 
Qu What ts the Paſſeouer? | 
en, An ordiaary Sacrament ofthe 
old Teſtament, whercby, by the eating 
of a Lambe,the belecuers were put in 
mind of their deliucrance out of Egype 
and —_ were conhrmed concer- 


of Satan ſinne and death, to be perfor- 
med by Chriſt that was then to come, 
Qu. What were the extraordmary Sa- 


eraments of the old Teſtament. 
- eAn, Thoſe that were not ſo ſolems- | 


ly repeated, of this ſort was the arke, 
where ' 
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vs, 


7 of the Sacraments, 


; wherein Noe and his family were pre- 
 ſerued inthe time of thedeluge ; and 
hereby was ſignified & ſealed ourpre- 
ſeruation from eternall damnation, by 
Chriſt, 1,Pe, 3. 3.8 20. Such like Sacra- 
ments were the baptiſme of the cloud 
& of the ſea 1,Cor.10.1.2, likewiſc the 
eating of 17a»na &thedtinking of the 
water flowing out of the rocke, ibid 
yerſ,;,and 4, 

2..what are the Sacraments of the new 
Teſſament? 
A.Thoſe which Chriſt the mediator of 
mankind being now cxhibited did in- 
ſticure & ordaine for his that be'ecued 
Q what &< how many are theſe ſacramets? 

Anſ, Onely ewo, Baptiſme and the 
Lerds ſupper, : 

. What difference is there betweene the 
Sacraments of the old Teſtament and of 
the new that ſucceede them, 

Anſ, They are both the ſame alto- 
gether in ſubſtance , orm reſpe&t of 
the thing fgnified ; for as the ſub- 
ſtance of the word was the ſame in| . 
the time of the old Teſtament and 


| of 
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of the New ,ſo alſothe ſubltance of 
the Sacraments, & this is made plaine , 
by diucts places of Scripture. Eeby, 13. 
8. { ollo,2.ver,11, 1.Cor.5,th, 

' Qu. Hvwvthen aothey differ! 

' nf," Only in ceitaine circumftan. : 
ces and accicents, as for example, Firſt 
they differ in the externall ſig ne orele. | 
ment . Secondly in number , forthey | 
vac hoc in number, butthelc few, 
Thirdly'in manner of f6ignification, for | 
they ſignified Chrilttocome,and ther- | 
fore weie more darke,but theſe Chriſt 
preſepred and exhibited, and therefore | 
more plaine and cake. Laſtly they dif. | 
fer in time and pos , for rhe Sacra- | 
ments of the old Teſtamene wete pro- 
per tothe /ewes, and laſted onely vnto 
rhe comming of the Aeſſiar, butthe 
Sacraments of the new I cttament are 
ccmimon both to lewes,Gemiles & doe 
continue veto the worlds end, 

Qu, How many thinys art wee to 
conſidty tn 4 Satrament? 

* eAnſwv. Threc , fiſt the outwatde 


Ggne or matter , Secondly therhin 
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bgnified, Thirdly the forme,order and 
analogy betweenthefigne & thething 
h:nmhed, Qu. YYhat is the figne? 
An.The outward or ſenfible naatter 

which is the ſobſtance,& the externall 
aCt-ons coucr{ant about the ſacramet; 
which is the acc1dentall circumftance, 
Q_ ® hat are the things figrifyed *»y the? 

eAnſ, Chritt with all his mercies and 
{aning graces, 

Q LVVhat 1s the forme of a Sacrament? 

eAn The relation, order or proporti- 
on that is berwix? the hgne and the 
thing ſignified? Q what i Baptiſme? 

A-The ſacrament of our new Birth, 

or of our firſt admittance.or entrance 
into the Church, ot Chiiſtianity, Row, 
4-11. Math.28.19. 

Qu. To whom doth Baptiſme belong? 
A. 1 o al beleeqers,& cotheir childce, 

Qu. Are in'ants then to be Baptiſed,eſ> 
pecielly ſeeing that the ſcripture maketh 


no expreſſe mention thereof? 


A. Yes vndoubtedly, forfuſt there is) 


{ ſuch an affinity berweene Circumciſi- 


on & Baptiſm that car __ | 
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by . what reaſon the children of the 
| Hlewes were circumczed , by the ſame 
may the children of Chiiſtians be bap- 
eized , Secondly the commiſſion that 
Chrift graue to his Apoſtles, comman- 
ding them robapulſze all nations, was 
_ and made no exception of In- 
ants . Thirdly the Apoſiles baptized 
whole families, Ac.16,15.1C(07.1.16,1 
& therfore in al likelihood Infants that 
are a part of the, Laſtly the grace,pro- 
miſe,& the thing ſignified belong to 
Infars,therfore the outward figne alſo, 
Q. How often is a max tobe Baptized? 
An.Only once.ÞFor as it is ſufficient to 
| be once 1ingrafted intothe Church & 
once borne, ſo it ſufficeth to bee bur 
once baptized, Secondly there is but 
one baptiſme,Ephe 4. Laſtly circumſiri- 
on was but once adminiſtred & there- 
fore baptiſme in like manner. | 
Qu, What is the outward ſigne or ele- 
ment in Baptiſme? 
| Anfw, Water onely, and no fignes or 
' matter els, | 


| | Que. YVhat is the 4 
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of the Sacraments, 

Anſw, Firſt the purging and waſhing 
away of our finnes by the ſprinkling 
of the bloud of Chriſt. Secondly our ; 
regeneration or ſanctification to e&ter- 
nall life, Tirrs 3,5, Rom. z verſe 25, 

Q, FT hat is the ferme of Baptiſme? 

An, The diuing, dipping or baptizing 
of the-Inſanc & with water by the Mi- 
niſter intothe name of the Father, the 
Sonne & the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 28,29. 

Qu: YVVhat gather yo ut kence? 

Arſ, A double & folemne couenant, | 
Firſt in regard of God the Father tore. 
ceine the party baptized into his fauor, 
of God the Sonne to redeemehim,& ; 


of God the holy Ghoſt to regenerate 
him , Second!y of the cerryhepdved 
who here ſoiemnely promilſcth to ac- 
knowledge, inuocate & worſhip God 
alone , and withall ro renounce the 


world,theflefh and the diuell, 
QWhat wſe are we to make of baptiſme? | 
A»,Finſt when we are tepted to com-| 
mit-any ſin, we mult for the preuering 
of it, callro our-remembrance, our ſo-. 

lemaevow made in baptiſme,Secodly | 
Me 2 __ we 
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[we muſt dayly labour to feele and dif. 


frute of Baptiſme , namely the power 

of Chrifts death mortifying finne, and 

the. power of his reſurreftion quick- 

ning and y_— VS. 

| And thus mnch of ſacraments in 

generall, and of Bapteſme,in 
particuler, 


CAVAVEL is the Lords ſupper? 


An, Aſacrament of our 
ſpirituall | norriſhment growth and 
preſeruation in Chriſtianity, 

Qu, #ho inſtituted it? 

Anſ. The Lord Ieſus, 

'» Qu. When? 
Anſ, At ſupper time, 
' Qu, Why at that time? 

An, Becauſe at that evening began 
the day of the pafſauer, and Chriſt 
ing forthwith to be appreheded, could 
not defer jt to the next morning. 

Qu. #hy did the Church change the 
time of the adminiſtration of it? 

eAnſ| The time is but an externall 
accident, 


cerne in our ſclues the proper effect & | 


| 
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accident , which is in the Churches li. 
berty toreteine or alter, Secondlythe 
reaſon why they changed it yntothe 
morning was x preuention of drun- 
kenneſle , gluttony orthe hike abuſes 
that in proceſle oftime crept in, 
u, What are the ontwardſignetor 

elements in the ſacrament? 

eAnſ Bread and Wine, 

Qu, #hy are there two ſigner in the 
Lords ſupper? 

Anſw, For two endes. Firſt more 
lively and fully to ſer forth Chriſt his 
paſſion, Secondly to ſignifie and ſcale 
vnto vs, our full and perfeRt nortiſh-) 
ment and ſaluation in Chriſt, 

Que, What doth the breaking of the 
bread ſignifie? 

eAv, The body of Chriſt bruized 
and crucified for vs. 

Qu. YV/hatdeth the powring ont of 
tht wins ſignifie? 

eAs, The bloud of Chriſt ſhed for 
the remiſſion of our linnes, 


Qu, Then \ve neede no Popifſh imag 
| pillures, crmcifixes and to repreſent v#i 
ay M3 


wr. 
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| out vs Chrifts paſſion? - 

An No, For the death and paſſtun of 
Chriſts holy Scripttres, endallo in his” 
Sacrament ( 
ſer forthand depainted liucly before 
| our cyes. Andas forthe Papiſts . lying 
yanicics,they are flatidolatrous and we 
abhor and deteſt them, 

Qu. kat ss the thing ſienſied b; this 
Sacrament? | 
| An, ChiiſtIcſus and all his merits 

and bleſſmgs; 
what is he forme of this Sacramer? | 
»,The order & relation berweene | 
bread & the'wine & the ching fI1gnifi- | 
ed, in theadminiftration and vſe of 
thisſacrament?. + |: | 
Qu. Ex plaine and ſhew vnto me the or- | 
der, \analogie \and proportion letweene | 
the. {gnes and the thing ſignified? | 

An, Thus it appeareth,as the bread | 
and wine haue force and efficacy to | 
noriſh and ſtrenthen the body : ſo hel 
body & blood of Chriſt,cogether with 
althe benifirs that flow fro his death & 

Ly on, doc —_—_ noriſh & ltreng. | 
2. then 
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then a beleeuer vnto eternall life, | 
: Qu, Arethe Bread and Wine in the 
vſe of the Sacrament things really exiſ- 
fing, or but only outward ſhewes & appa- 
rets(as the (hurch of Rome imagineth?) 
eAn, They doereally exiſt and re. 
rainetheir former ſubſtance & nature: 
for firſt(according to the infallible rule 
in Philoſophy)no accidents can ſubſift 
without their ſubic&ts ro whomethey 
are tyed, | 
Secondly the Apoſtle Paw/ in the 
whole diſcourſe of the -Sacrament, 
mentioneth the expreſſe words of 
bread and wine.1.Cor,1,26,27.28, 
Qu, How then and wherein differeth 
the bread and wine in the ſacrament from 
cammon bread and wine? _ 
; A.Not in nature & lubſtance,but on- 
ly in end vic &fignificatio.Forin com- 
mon vſe they ſerue only cothe nouriſhe, 
ment of the body, bur in the ſacrame- 
tal yſe to the noriſhing of the ſoule,ſe- 
condly before they were without fig- 
nification & relation, but in the Sacra- 
ment they ſignific Chrilts body: and 
blood, M4. Qu 
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| Q 


. Then the elements of bread &f wine 
are uot tranſſubſtantiated or turned into 
the very body and blond of (briſt? 

A, No,forfirſt it is a ſpiritual foode 
8 therfore ſpiritually ro be eaten and 
receiued byTaith , Secondly the hold- 
ing of this abſurd opinion ouerchrow- 
eth the articles of Chriſts Incarnation 
& aſcenſion, for if he was borne of the 
Virgin Mary,then not made of bread, 
&it he be aſcended into Heauen and 
there contained vnto the ende ef the 
world, then beis nog corporally preſcy 
& muchleſle made of bread, Thirdly ix 
deſtroyerh the yery nature and forme 
of a Sacrament, which conſifteth jn the 
relation & reſpe& that is berwixt the 
ſigne and the thing kgnified, Fourthly 
che bread intime will mould, and the 
wine turne into vinegar , ergo therc is 
no ſuch conuerſion, Laſtly(to omit ma- 
ny other arguments) if bs were any 
ſuch tranlubſtanriation , the very re- 
probates as /udas ſhould truly feede 


on the body & bloud of Chriſt and ſo 
ould bee ſaued bur this is flat againft 


ſcripture. . Qu, 


| 
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Qu. If there be no ſuch reallconnerſion, 
of the b/ead & wine into Chrift his body' 
& bloud,why the are the unworthy recei= 
wers guilty ; hmm body & blond of Chrift? 

Anſ.Firſt, becauſe they wgnting faith, 
which isthe Pamency fs va of| 
the ſoule; diſcerne not this niyſticall 
bread and wine from common bread 
and wine, but come vnto it a3 vnto a 
prophane banquet, Secondly,bccauſe 
they by their infidelity and wicked 
hearts abuſe and prophane theſe holy 
ſeales and piftures; and therefore are 
| | guilty of high treaſon before God,eue; 

| as hethat rendeth , abuſeth and tran 
| pleth ypon the kings image or broad 
| teale,is guilty of creaſon before men, 

Qu, How then is the bread an1 wine 
to be receined? 

Anſ. Reuerently and by faith, 

Qu. How by faith ? 

Anſ.By belecuing that, as verily as 1, 
recciue the bread and wine, ſo ſpiritu-. 
ally I receive and feed ypen Chritt his 
body and bloud For faith maketh that 
preſent to the ſoule,that is in place far | 
diſtant, 
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diſtant, And as the eye of a.man doth 
by his ſighe couch the: ſtatres though 
many thouſands of miles diſtant: ſo 
doth faith mount yp inco Heaven & fo 
apprehendgnd feede on Chriſt; ARt.7, 
verſe 55, Q. What is fayth? 

Anſw, A perſwafion of Gods fauour 
and mercy in Chrift, -*:: 

Que.-Who are worthy ( ammunicants | 
or receirers ? Fn 

Al \An.They only that firmly|belecue in 
. Chrifhnnger and thirſt after bim,tru- 
ly repentthem of their ſfinnes, and are 
ankfull forthe great worke of. their 
demprtion, 

Qu; But the faithfull themſelues, (4s 
e baxe the Apoſtles themſelues for in- 
ces labour of many doubts want r,i- 
| firmities, releſſts, ergo no man is worthy 

to communicate? 1 
| A»ſ.Firlt the Lords fupper is a medi- 
cinetothe weake & fainting.ſoulc,8: 
therfore wee are as welbto purifie our 
hearts in it,as to bring pure hearts to 
| it, Secondly al(notwithſtading al their | 
| other igaorances and infirmities ) in 


whom 
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whom firine raigneth not , and that 
[come to the Lords Supper without | 
| ouile and hypocrife, are worthy in| | 
Gods acceptation, | | 
Q. YVho then are unworthy receigers?. 
Anſ. All that are groſely ignorant, 
all Infidels, Atheiſts, Hvpocrites, Here- 
ticks, Schiſmatiques,and(in a word)all 
impenicent and prophane perſons, | 


Qu, VVhat danger ds theſe incurre? 

Anſ. If they repent uot,behdesgzem- 

porall plagues, they incurre ecernall 
condemnation, 

Q. May not as eleit and a true lelee- 
| Her, ſomernme receiue wnworthy ? | 
| Anſ. Yes, Qu. Fowthendothbe 
' eſcxpeeternall condemmarion ? | 
| eA+{Firſt;his perſon is accepted with | 
| God,& therefore being once in Chriſt 
| he cintuer periſh. Rem,8.1, oh;,10,27 
Sec6dly he is temporally chaltifed for 
his ynwcrthy receiuing , as. the Corm- | 
thians were, but all his finnes are par- 
doned & the gilt of them taken away, 
 Q May not a true Chriſtian with a | 
ſafe conſrience communicate there where | | 


A A" 
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is kyowne to bee preſent ſome open and 
vile offenders, 

Anſ, Y es,if he do not conſent vnto | 
their linne or approoue of it , for it is 
not his fault, and another mans badnes 
mult not mike himto refuſe the Ifan- 
na of his luule, 

Secondly,'the Prophets themſclues 
and others, obſerucd the ſacrifices and 
fealts with thoſe that were moſt wic- 
| ked ; yea Chriſt himſelfe kept the Paſ- 
oucr amongſtthe wicked lewes, | 

Qu. What benefit and comfort hath 4 
right rece:uer by the Lords Supper ? 

Avſ. Firſt, a confirmation of faith in 
the promiſc of grace, and in his com- 
munion with Chriſt, Secondly a reui- 
wing ofthe death and paſſion of Chriſt 
and the benefits that proceed thence, 
in his memory, Thirdly,a more firme 
np _—_ vnion with the members 

. Laſtly, amoſt certaine hope of | 
| theliferocome.1,(57.,11.26, " ; 

Qu. What muſt a man do that he may 
be a worthy receiuer ? 

Avnſ. He is to performe three ſeuerall 
; duties, 


— ili 


, 


" 


| neceſlary duty, yet it ſuffhicerh not, for| 


| colooketo himſelfe, 


— 
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cuties, Furſt before he communice : ſe. 


| condly in thetime of communicating ; 


and thirdly after that hte hath come! 
municated, 

Qu. Y/hat muſt a man doe before be 
communicate 

Anſ, Hee muſt trie and examine 
himſelfe, 

Qu, /s it not ſufficient that hu paſtor 
or miniſter examine him and ajproue of 
bins ? 

Anſ. No for albeit it be a good and 


firſt hee may deceive the Miniſter, buc 
he is better knowne to himſclte. 
Secondiy.hee muſt live by his owne 
faith, and anſwer for, his owne finnes, 
wherefore it concerneth him ncerely 


Qu. VV herein muit a man examine 
himſelfe ? 

Anſ, In foure things, Fiſt whether 
hee know God, know the fall of man, 
and the maner of his refticution by 
Chriſt , Secondly in his faith, namely 
whether hee deſire , apprehend and : 

| | recciuc 
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recciue Chriſt, as he is deſcribed in the 
fcriptures, and exhibited in the Sacra 
ments, 

Thirdly in repentance,viz,, whether 
he repent ofall his knowne finnes,and 
haue a care and reſolution to do thoſe | 
things that pleaſe God, Math 3.17. 

Laſtly in charity, whether hee loue 
oood men, and wiſh well even to his | 
Enimies ; and ſeeke daily to reconcile 
himfelfe vnto his neighbour, whom he | 
hath wronged or offended. Mat 5-25» 

Q_ FVhat « the duty of a worthy re- 
reiner in the very art and time of the re- | 
ceinmy of the Sacrament * | 

Anſ.He muftreuerently behaue him- \ 
ſelfe, ponder the great mercies of God | 
youchlafed bim, & by the eyes of faith 
ſo behold and contemplate all the fto- 
rieot Chriſt his paſhon , as if with his 
eyes he ſaw him hanging on the croſſe f 
and crucified, and his bloud dropping 
out of his vaines, 

Qu. How oft muſt a may rectiue the 
Satrament? 

Anſ Very often, forſo the Apofile | 

willeth } « 
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willeth, 1.Corinth. 11, ſo the primitiue 
Church pratiſcd , and euer neede the 
often yie of it, © 

Q. VUhat duty muſt a man per forme 
afier the receining of the Sacrament ? 

Azxſ. Hee mult praiſe the Lord, and 
give hum thankes for the wonderfull 
worke of his redemption, and for all 
the meanes therevnto belonging. 

Secondly, hee muſt bee occalioned 
hence, more conſtantlye to proſeſle 
Chriſt, and more entirely to lou his 
children and ſeruants. 


FINTS, 


Deo Tri-uno laws & gloria. 


Si Chriſt um bene ſcis ſatis eft 
ſi catera neſcis. 


| 
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